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STALIN

Rjchard E, T.auterbach

On Dec, 21 Joseph Stalin was 65 years old, The
Russians realize that Stalin is not getting any younger,
But they almost never discuss the possibility of his death,
Once while having a late supper at the home of a younyg
partisan in Moscow, I broached the subject by asking,
“Who will succeed Staline”

The reaction of this family, which had what we would
call a +middle-class” background, is an interesting in-
dication of the attitudes of different generations, The
mother, a pretty but unsuccessful actress in her early
40s, replied ir a tone of contempt, “lle’s a Georgian, He
will never die, They live forever”

The aged, toothless grandmother, intensely religious
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end nationalistic, quickly crossed herself and mumbled,
“May God will it]” Her grandson a partisan recuperating
from a serious shoulder wound, glared at his mother and
then said, matter-of-factly, “I suppose the man, Stalin,
may have to die someday, DBut Stalin, the ideal, is ours
now forever,”

Three and a half years of what Stalin termed the
“Great Patriotic War” has effectivly united, as never
before Soviet Peoples,

tven the acting patriarch of the Russian Church
recently addressed Stalin as “our dear supreme leader
whom God has sent us,” Tens of millions of devout
worshipers are convinced that the motherland has again
been saved from distruction, as in the time of Napoleon
and other invaders, by the emergence of a potent and sage
leader who is able to unite the masses and vanquish the
foe, Today Russians can no more imagine the Soviet
Union without Stalin than Americans can imagine the U.S,
without its constitution, They have built a legend around
Stalin,

In it Stalin, the symbol or ideal, and Stalin, the man,
are fused, llis accomplishments, real and legendary,
would make him a combination of Tom Paine, Horace
Menn, Henry Kaiser and Jim Farley rolled together with

Clifton Fadiman, George washington, Henry Wallace and
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Paul Runyan, In his latest official biography Stalin is
hailed for achievements covering the ficlds of agriculture,
education, military affairs, canal building, polar explora—
tion and even the editing of l{uies for Collective Ifarms,
He is also referred to as the author of the 1936 Constitu—
tion

A prominent Party leader once frankly admitted
that “It is not ecasy to grasp the figure of Stalin in all
its gigantic proportions,” e stated that, in fact, “there
has been no major development in our labors, no innova-
tion, slogan or trend of policy of any importance of which
Comrade Stalin was not the author.”

There is the legend of Stalin’s wonderful storehouse of
knowledge, both classical and 1)1'ac£ical. Hlis speaches and
his conversations are often studded with allusions to Greek
mythology, to Aristotle, Plato, llcgel, Nietzsche an the
Bible as well as Marx, lingels, LLenin and Stalin, lle is
familiar with all the great Slav writers and supposedly
knows more about Shakespeare, Dickens and Fenimore
Cooper than an Oxford dean,

The Russians think of Stalin’s knowledge of politics,
men, machines and even foreign industrial capacities as
equally incalculable, And, in fact, he does appear to be
extraordinarily well informed, I.ast summer he argued with
Yric Johnston, president of the U,S, Chamber of Com-

merce, about America’s top prewar production of automobiles,
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The persuasive Johnston convinced Stalin to accept his estimate,
But later Johnston found out that the figure he gave was
right, Johnston willingly admitted that ¢“Stalin knows
American production figures better thah 907/ of American
businessmen_”

He has the knack of pushing everything aside, how-
ever briefly, and concentrating on a new problem until it
is solved, The Russians will tell you that when Sergei Iliu-
shin was constructing his famous Stormovik plane, Stalin
cleared all other work from his desk until he mastered
the details of this ship, Then he made an important sug—
gestion which simplified the construction and considerably
reduced the building time, It is said that when Chkalov
proposed his transpolar trip to America, Stalin was con--
sulted on the type of plane, And when Papanin prepared
his North Pole expedition, Stalin became an expert on
Arctic meteorology and personally directed the efforts to
rescue the group stranded on an ice floe,

On the rare occasions when Stalin doesn’t get his own
way, he c¢an supposedly accept the verdict with good
grace, ILast summer he had a series of conferences with
plane designers on increasing the range of Soviet airships,
Semyon Iavochkin, designer of the LLAGG fighter, repor—
ted in Pravda that he listened to Stalin’s ideas for some

time and then told the Marshal that he could not increase
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the range of the LAGG, ¢You don’t want to accept my
changes for your plane?” asked Stalin, T.avochkin replied,
«] can't, Comrade Stalin)” Stalin turmed his back and
consulted with other engineers for a few minutes, Then
he turned to Lavochkin again and asked, “So we'll drop
the matter there,” The Russians consider this an amazing
demonstration of Stalin’s goodness,

In military matters also Stalin has displayed an im-
pressive fund of information, including some familiarity
with U.S, military campaigns from Valley Forge to Vicks-
burg and St, Mihiel, This virtuosity dovetails nicely with
the legend of Stalin as successor to Alexander Nevsky,
Peter the Great, Suvorov and other pre-Revolutionary
Russian military heroes, Soviet histories emphasize Stalin’s
role in the 1917 Revolution and the civil war which fol-
lowed, In his hook, Marshal Voroshilov gives Stalin com-
plete credit as organizer and builder of the Red Army,
The story is that Stalin saved TTsaritsyn (Stalingrad)
during the civil war and then went from front to front
reorganizing the Red Army and winning battles against
superhuman odds, This aspect of the Stalin legend has
been refurnished with dozens of anecdotes from the present
war, For instance, on Nov, 25, during the first winter
of the war, advance units of Guderian’s tank forces had

penetrated Moscow’s outskirts, That night General, now
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Marshal, Rokossovsky, was f{ighting a losing battle on
the road northwest of the capital, The phone rang in his
dugout, Amid the roar of camnonfire he heard a calm

voice, “Govorit Stalin

. .. Stalin speaking, What’s the
situation?” Rokossovsky explained in detail, Then the
quiet voice of Stalinsaid, ‘“lold even stronger, We will help
you, That's all,” Soon after that powerful reserves which
had been training in the woods behind Moscow were rushed
up, The German offensive was checked and then smashed,

The average Russian knows far less about Stalin,
personally, than the average American, Muscovites have
seen Stalin perhaps a Dhalf dozen times during his public
appearances on Red Square for holidays, They have seen
his picture in the newspaper, his portraits in every
public building and office, his statue in every park, The
people can tell you Stalin’s approximate age, that he is
quite short (5 ft, 5 in,), heavy (about 160 Ib,), that
his shoulders are not very broad but that his uniform
makes them look that way; that his head and mustache
are large and that he has a sallow, pocked complexion,
They would not know that his lower teeth are rotten
or that his uppers are black and brown, They know
he smokes a pipe, but not that he prefers lidgeworth
tobacco,

Most Russians know that Stalin has been married
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twice and some recall that he has three children, They
know very little more than that about his famijy life,
The kind of facts that people know are that Stalin has
been jailed ‘eight times, exiled to Siberia seven times,
escaped six times; that his parents were poor (reorgian
peasants; that he was an only son and was educated
for the priesthood, They will tell you that while Lenin
lived abroad and planned and plotted the Revolution,
Stalin stayed at home and lived the Revolution in every
detail from printing newspapers to committing acts of
sabotage, The Russian legend pictures him as a modest
man, but there are no signs that he discourages the
rabbit-like reproduction of big and little monuments in
his name, The things in Stalin’s name are legion; great
parks, great factories, great railroads and at least five
great cities ( Stalingrad, Stalinabad, Stalino, Stalinsk
and Stalinagorsk), Ifach musical season includes the
premiere of some mnew oratorio like the Ode to Stalin,
T.ast summer in the midst of a tremendous Red Army
offensive, Pravda devoted one of its four pages to a poem
from a North Caucasian in praise of Stalin, Soviet poets
are constantly trying to get him dJdown on paper in the
measured pentameter of 125 different languages, The
verse offerings vary in quality, but these lines by =«

Kazakh admirer are typical of the sentiments expressed
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