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GENERAL SURVEY OF MOUNT LUSHAN
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Mount Lushan, a main national scenic area and famous tourist
and summer resort, towers majestically in the north of Jiangxi
Province.

It is well-known for the beautiful scenery with sheer peaks
and precipices, changeable clouds and fogs, silver springs and fly-
ing waterfalls, deep valleys and secluded forests. A lot of men of
letters and noted figures got inspiration here and composed brilliant
verses. The historical sites and cultural relics, blue lakes on top of
the mountain, green vegetation and diverse villas are infatuated
with many tourists. In some 300-sq-km scenic area, there are 12
scenic districts with 37 scenic spots and 230 or so tourist attrac-
tions. Overlooking southward on top of the mountain, the Poyang
Lake is like a silver mirror. In the north, the Yangtse River looks
like a jade ribbon flying to the east. Shrouded in clouds and fogs,
and decorated by Buddha's halo and rainbow the peaks look fan-
tastic. And the mountain ranges appear grand and precipitous with
grotesque peaks and rocks covered with green vegetation.

Mt. Lushan has accoumulated rich culture in its long history.
A legend goes that in the Xia Dynasty (21st century B.C. ), Dayu
climbed up the Big Hanyang Peak to inspect the flood of the
Yangtse and had the nine rivers dredged. And in the Western
Zhou Dynasty (11th century B. C. ), Kuang Su and his brothers
built thatched cottages on the mountain and cultivated themselves
according to the Taoist doctrine. Sima Qian, a famous historian of
the Western Han Dynasty (206 B. C. — A. D. 24) put Mt.
Lushan down in his Records of the Historian, having climbed up
the mountain from the south. More than 500 noted figures in Chi-
Tao Yuanming, Xie
Lingyun, Wang Xizhi, Monk Huiyun, Li Bai,
Zhongyan, Ouyang Xiu, Wang Anshi, Su Shi, Su Che, Huang
Tingjian, Yue Fei, Lu You, Zhu Xi, Wen Tianxiang, Tang Yin,
Xu Xiake, Li Shizhen, Kang Youwei are all on the list. They

have left behind some 4000 pieces of verses, over 400 inscriptions

nese history have been to the mountain.

Bai Juyi, Fan

on the cliffs and large quantities of writings, paintings, calligraph-
ic works. Mt. Lushan is thus reputed as *the Kingdom of Prose

and Mountain of Poetry”.

Mt. Lushan is also a mountain of religions and education. On
the mountain there are Buddhist and Taoist temples, Christian and
Catholic churches and Islamic mosques. Donglinsi ( East Grove
Temple) built by Huiyun, an eminent monk of the Eastern Jin
Dynasty (317 — 420), is the birthplace of Jingtu ( Neat Earth)
sect of Buddhism. With temples and monks scattered everywhere,
Mt. Lushan has become a sacred land for numerous pilgrims.
Bailudongshuyuan (White Deer Cave Academy), one of the four
biggest academies in ancient China enjoys high reputation in
China's educational history.

Thanks to people’s wisdom and hardworking, and the forces
of nature, Mt. Lushan has become more beautiful with * street
. About 1000

exquisitely — designed villas with the architecture styles of some 20

built in heaven and lakes on top of the mountain”

countries lie in the valley or on the mountain embelished with more
than 3400 species of trees and flowers. The Lulin (Reed Grove)
Lake and Rugin Lake on Guling (Cow Hill) are charming with
gentle ripples. The newly-built suspension bridge is like a
rainbow. The Stele Garden of Poems by Mao Zedong is an art hall
and sacred spot for people to pay homage to the great leader. With
both natural scenic spots and historical and cultural sites, Mt.
Lushan is listed as one of the 40 best tourist attractions in China.

“Being in the midst, you cannot see the true features of Mt.

Lushan™. Su Shi's verse is philosophic. Yet, if you want to feast
your eyes on the beauty of the mountain, you'd better come to

Mt. Lushan in person.
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Tourist Map of Mt. Lushan
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MT.LUSHAN, THE MOST BEAUTIFUL MOUNTAIN IN CHINA
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Mt. Lushan is a spectacular mountain.

With the Yangtse (Changjiang) River surging east at her foot
and the vast Lake Poyang lying by her side like a silver mirror, it
looks even more beautiful.

Mt. Lushan is a beautiful symphony composed of the water-
falls and springs, lakes and rivers, mountain and rocks, weather
and plants, historical and cultural relics as well as the villas. Mao
Zedong likened it to a towering mountain that flew to the riverside
of the Yangtse from heaven. And the ancient described it as “a
beautiful mountain with green peaks and clear waters as well as
fogs and ripples. ”

In late spring Mt. Lushan is a freshly-awakened beauty
stretching herself and decorating her dress with azalea flowers,
winter daphne, golden pheasant chrysanthemums and other flow-
ers on the mountain. In summer, it is a “cool world” and *“sum-
mer resort”. In autumn it becomes even more colourful and gor-
geous. In winter it looks like a jade island, or a giant jade Buddha.
With snowflakes, rain rime or mist rime, all the peaks and
precipices seem to be cloaked in crystal and jade of ice.

Waterfalls on Mt. Lushan are well-known for being singular
and perilous. Some fly down in mid-air. Some wind down like a
snake. Some rush down with the rumble of thunder. Some are like
curtains hanging down from heaven. And some look like inverted
rainbows.

“The true features of Mt. Lushan is never unveiled. " There
are some 90 peaks on Mt. Lushan. Some look like waves in cloud
sea. Some tower above clouds. Clouds and mist (or fog) some-
times shroud the peaks and valleys and sometimes float in the val-
leys or on top of the peaks.

Besides natural scenery, there are also world-famous historical

and cultural sites: academy, temples, villas and gardens.
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Beautiful Mt. Lushan
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Waterfall clouds on Mt. Lushan
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Winter snow at Hanpokou Pass
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Buddha's halo at Mt. Lushan
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GROTESQUE ROCKS AND PEAKS
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The magical force of the nature has created the mystic Mt.
Lushan. The move of earth’s crust millions of years ago gave birth
to the towering peaks and grotesque rocks and cliffs.

Hanyang Peak, the highest peak (1474 meters above sea lev-
el) on Mt. Lushan, composed of huge granite rocks looks like a lo-
tus on top of Mt. Lushan when viewed from a distance.

Wulaofeng (Five-Old-Man Peak) is well-known for the re-
semblance to five old men. These natural busts formed of solid
sand rock seem to have the style of stone sculpture of the Qin and
Han dynasties (221 BC — AD 220) for their simplicity and vigour
with pithy lines. Other peaks have the bold-line characteristics of
the freehand brushwork in tradiational Chinese painting. Long-
shouyan Precipice looks like a sticking dragon head. Tiechuanfeng
Peak resembles an iron ship and Shuangjianfeng Peak is similar to
two swords pointing to the sky. And the valleys and hillocks look
like the sculpture of jade and ivory.

" A mountain ridge when seen lengthwise,

A series of peaks when viewed from side,

Of diversified height they appear,

When observed from far and near.”

16

The peaks seem changeable because of the visual angles, fogs
and clouds. The rocks are of various shapes: a sun-showering
monkey, a mountaineering lamb, a swan-chasing cock or Zhu Ba-
jie (Pigsy) thinking of a sweetheart, -
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