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PREFACE TO TENTH ANNIVERSARY
PUBLICATION OF SOUTH CHINA RESEARCH
CIRCLE

I am honored to be invited to write this preface to this tenth
anniversary publication of the Circle. It is a particular joy to celebrate
the growth of the Circle from strength to strength.

It has been a particular personal joy to have witnessed the emer-
gence of a group of young Chinese dedicated to a serious study of
Chinese history and culture on the local level. When I began some forth
years ago my own research into the history of Hong Kong and Macau 1
felt somewhat isolated. In time, however, I became friends with an
increasing number of younger scholars involved in similar studies as my
own, people such as David Faure, Choi Chi Cheung, Leung Chor On,
Lee Lai Mui, all of whom, 1 believe were at one time connected with the
Chinese University. They along with some of their colleagues in other
local institutions organized the South China Research Circle. Most, if
not all, of the younger members had been students of the older
members. These young people after graduating went in different
directions, teaching in secondary or primary schools, pursuing an
advanced degree, working in the disciplined services or government
departments. They all had a keen desire to maintain their interest in
local studies.

Though to my shame, I never acquired a mastery of Cantonese. [
found when I attended the lectures of the Circle, I would find one of the
members slip o into an adjoining chair and quietly translating for my
benefit. I greatly appreciated their thoughtfulness, but in one sense I felt
uncomfortable because I felt that in doing so they could not give their
full attention to the lecture. Sometimes, I would try to indicate to them
that I was understanding the lecturer and that their kind intentions were
not necessary, but seldom did this stratagem work. They were shrewd
enough to know that, in spite of my attempt to laugh at the right place,



to need in agreement at a well made point of the speaker, [ would not
get much from the lecture without their help.

I also remember with great appreciation the concern and kindness
of members of the Circle at a time [ was experiencing a special
challenge. I had suddenly lost most of my vision and had to use a stick
for the blind. The Circle was having a barbecue, I was hesitant to go, but
finally with the encouragement of friends I went. I found everyone
helpful in assisting me over the rocks and the rough places on the path,
and their being sure I had plenty to eat. During the half year I was
practically blind, several members came to my home to assist me in
continuing my research. Fortunately my sight was partially restored, so
over the years [ have been able to read through your publications of the
progress you have made — the visits and study tours, seminars, develop-
ment of contacts and co-operation with mainland universities, archives
and scholars, the creation of your own Research Station at the Univer-
sity of Science and Technology, newsletter and special publications. A
great deal has been achieved in a relatively short time.

This preface is a personal reflection drawing upon my memories
and observations. As an old man I rejoice that Hong Kong has a young
vibrant group of students, ex-students and scholars doing pioneer work
in local studies.

All my thanks for pleasant memories. All my congratulations on
the solid foundation upon which you are now building. All my wishes
for an increasing fruitful future for the South China Research Circle.

Rev. Carl T. Smith
Hong Kong, 10 Mar. 2002. My eighty-fourth birthday.
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