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Abstract

This book, with seven chapters in it, carries out a series of discourse analyses
toward five typical colloquial components in Mandarin and emphasizes the
discourse functions of these components. It is discussed as follows:

Chapter 1 provides the background information of the research, including the
objects, purposes, rationale and characteristics of the research. It also introduces
the literature review and development trend, so as to present an overview of the
latest discourse analyses on Mandarin colloquial functions.

Chapter 2 focuses on the semantic function of the adverb ke by employing
corpus from interlocutions. We believe that the adverb ke in modern Chinese
derives its meaning of “permission” in ancient Chinese, and various semantic
functions of the adverb ke in modern Chinese are semantically based on that. The
adverb ke is usually used in interlocutions to give prominence to the [+expectancy]
of the listener/speaker and activate the interaction of the interlocution. In general,
the adverb ke is a metalinguistic element explicating the subjective expectancy of
the listener/speaker and activating the interlocution framework.

Chapter 3 focuses on the important role a personal pronoun plays and
analyzes the sentences in which the structure “pron. +kan/shuo/xiang” is used
as a discourse marker. Research shows that when different personal pronouns
enter the structure, both the capability and the function of the discourse markers
show systematic asymmetry. Based on this finding, the theories of subjectivity,
intersubjectivity and interlocution frame are used to provide further theoretical
explanations.

Chapter 4 conducts a quantitative study of the dialogues in the TV play
Drawing Sword to investigate the anaphoric construction “personal pronoun +
NP”, as in wo Li Yunlong (I, Li Yunlong), from the perspectives of its internal

structure, the semantic features of the NP, the predicates of the sentence, and



modality, etc. We treat such an anaphoric construction as an implicit predicative
structure, in which the “NP” highlights certain [+attribute] feature of the referent
in the current discourse context to express a strong subjectivity. Highlighting the
strong subjectivity restricts the [-event] feature of the sentence to a large extent.
Thus, the anaphoric “personal pronoun + NP” is regarded as possessing a unique
discourse function, which serves to highlight certain attribute of its referent, and
consequently to stipulate the subjective assessment of the speaker toward the
referent or the referent’s specific behavior in the current discourse context.

Chapter 5 conducts a data analysis focusing on the dialogues from the
conversational scenes in three TV plays. We propose that the personal pronoun
renjia is a discourse device with empathetic function. The speaker uses renjia
in a scene of persuasion to highlight certain characteristics of the referent,
and to demand empathy for the referent from the hearer, so as to achieve his/
her ‘persuasive’ communicative intention. The empathetic function of renjia is
required by the internal mechanism of the scene of persuasion, and is also the
fundamental motivation for renjia to develop into a “universal pronoun”.

Chapter 6 studies the dialogues from the TV play Naked Wedding to
investigate the discourse function of the personal pronoun repetitive structure,
such as ‘Ni gan shenme ya ni?’ (What are you doing, you?) This chapter offers
an overview of the structure in corresponding discourse context and investigates
the pragmatic marker, pro-sentence function, and the particlization of Mandarin
repetitive pronoun. As a discourse structure, sentence of this kind is used to
release the speaker’s negative emotions. Such a pronoun helps the speaker release
his feelings and thus is likely to change into a particle.

Chapter 7 is the conclusion. It summarizes the major research findings on
discourse analyses in this book, illustrates our understandings on this topic, and

makes a proposal for the future grammar study on colloquial Mandarin.
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