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Preface

Unremitting Efforts of the Past 24 Years

This album is the ultimate edition of the Chinese twelve zodiacs, unprecedented in
history.

The Chinese Twelve Zodiacs Design Competition has lasted 24 years since 1988 until
2012, completely a period of two zodiac cycles. As for the whole length of time, it is
almost equivalent to three times of the period of the Chinese War against Japan. It is
inconceivable that if we compare in this way, China would have been afflicted with
even more torments or sufferings and few people could have lived so peacefully. Sure
it is just an inappropriate metaphor, a mere coincidence of the length of time. The
excellent Zodiac works in the first twelve years have all been incorporated into the
album entitled Ideographs of Twelve Zodiacs, having been published by Guangdong
People's Publishing House in 2011. All other excellent Zodiac works in the subsequent
twelve years will be collected into an album each year and this time all Zodiac works
will be incorporated into this album. The Zodiac works of the first twelve years focus
on the creative design of the pictographic characters and imagery characters while the
Zodiac works in the subsequent twelve years focus on the creative graphic design. The
former is the design of Ideographs while the latter is the design of ideographic images.
For 24 years, a zodiac theme will be identified for national completion of each year’s
Zodiac Animal, which accounts for the very source of these zodiac works.

The two albums are just like cousins, one in black and white and the other in full colors;
one is the graphemic album while the other is the image album. From the point of view
of album planning and the time and system for initiation, solicitation, evaluation and
integration of the zodiac works, it can be positively predicted that it is impossible to
have the identical albums like this in the coming 25 years about which I have no shadow
of doubt.

The national competition that have lasted 24 years just starts its ignition in the design
circle in major cities of China ,but in the coming years it will be well-known to the
design circle in China as a famous brand of folk competition. The “Big Flames™ extend
to schools, even junior middle school and the beginners of the younger generation.

Beauties have higher rate of second glance in that they are attractively sexy. This album
takes the form of one book a year at the very beginning and readers can buy it every
year, but the back numbers are also very popular (buying the zodiac albums of one
year ago or many years ago), but I don’t believe many readers have collected the
complete 12 zodiac albums. I even dare say that there are no more than 100. But quite
many readers eagerly want to buy these 12 zodiac albums, absolutely more than 100.



Professors in Central Academy of Arts & Design and Guangzhou Fine Arts Institute, who have taught me, have collected the 12 zodiac
albums because I have sent these albums to them as the New Year cards for the past twelve years, which are the thickest New Year
cards in the world every year. The preface cannot fully record what can be seen and heard at each year’s competition. I tried to write a
preface for each year’s zodiac album as an introductory prelude. When I look back, I find that the preface of each zodiac album has the
very record of the related things.

The Slate at the entrance of Sanqing Temple of Azure Ram Palace in Chengdu clearly records the core ideologies of Taoism deeply
rooted in the Chinese culture in the form of the image. The image has three circles with the innermost circle as the Taiji Yin-yang diagram,
demonstrating the inner core of the changes of the universe closely related to Yin and Yang. The middle circle is the eight trigrams and
it is Yin and Yang that promote the multiplication and propagation of all things in nature under the joint influence of eight trigrams.
The outer circle is the twelve zodiac animals, highly representative of the specific images of all living things in the world. In essence,
it articulates the information of the people in the world, representing the mutual generation and restriction among them in the principle
of Bagua and Wuxing. Actually it represents the relationship of the interaction of Yin and Yang.

Azure Ram Palace represents the outlook of Taoism which originates from the dogma of Yin and Yang and its magnanimous tolerance
is kind of humanistic and compliant with the nature. According to the vital principle, the human beings, flowers or birds and beasts can
be immortals. The twelve zodiac animals are the totem of Taoism representing the Original Point of the largest traditional human symbols
in China and the source of the meditation. It can be seen that the research in the past 24 years is recommendable. And all competition
candidates and prize winners and judges are all recommendable. We, as the participants and witnesses, are fortunate enough to say that
these have much to do with the creative work we love and embark on.

I don’t dare to say that it is the Lord who gave me life to complete the work. I am really grateful to my Lord for giving me sufficient
time to complete the very interesting work ! I do feel grateful to the volunteer judges: Wu Guangzhong, Qiu Ling, Chen Hanmin, Yu
Bingnan, Jin Daiqiang, Liu Weihe, He Zhonggiang, Cai Qiren, Han Binghua, Chen Shaohua, Wu Guanying, He Jie, Li Yongquan, Chen
Yingxian, Ma Weida, Lin Pansong, Wang Bingnan, Yu Xiyang, Yang Xiahui and Joan Lebold!

I also thank all those friends who participate in compiling or those who concern about this album!

We have witnessed the first Zodiac Design Competition that carries the imprint of the art designers in China and even in the world!
The Zodiac works add the profound luster to the Zodiac culture design records in the human culture treasures!

The ultimate edition of the 24 years, Zodiac works will be carried forward by those who read this paragraph and who are strongly attached
to this album.

I have strong passion for the twelve Zodiac Animals!

( == =
’r ’ » ’ '

Written by Uncle B in 2012,0n the bank of an unknown tributary of the Pearl River
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