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Chapter One  The Land

1. The Official Name, National Flag, National Anthem, and National Capital of

the Country

1.1 The Official Name of the Country

T he official name or the full name of the
country is the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland.®

The name refers to the union of the island
of Great Britain, the small nearby islands (but
not the Isle of Man® or the Channel Islands®),
and the northeastern part of the island of
Ireland. It is usually shortened to the United
Kingdom, or UK.

People often get confused with the terms
“United Kingdom”, “Great Britain”, “Britain”,
and “England”.

The name “United Kingdom” refers
to the union of what once were separate
countries, England, Scotland, Wales and
Ireland. Then in 1922, the Irish Free State
(predecessor of the Republic of Ireland®)
stopped being part of the Union. So now only
the northern part of Ireland is included in the
United Kingdom.

Great Britain is comprised of Scotland,
Wales and England, and is the largest island
of the British Isles. It is also the biggest island
in Europe, and the ninth largest island of

the World. “Great Britain” is the collective
name for England, Wales and Scotland. The
term “Great Britain” is often used incorrectly
as synonymous with the United Kingdom.
However, the United Kingdom and Great
Britain are not equivalent since the United
Kingdom is a state formed from the union of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

“Britain” also refers to the larger island
of the two main islands, which contains
modern-day England, Wales and Scotland.
But the term “Britain” is more commonly
used as a political term: an alternative name
for the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland.

“England”, as are Wales and Scotland, is
a part of Great Britain. England is the largest
of the three political divisions within the
island of Great Britain. About 84 per cent of
the total population of the United Kingdom
lives in England, and the national capital
is there, so the name “England” is often
wrongly used in reference to the whole United
Kingdom, the entire island of Great Britain, or
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the British Isles. This is not only incorrect but
can cause offence to people from other parts
of the United Kingdom.

The expression “British Isles” is
geographical and not political. They are a
group of islands off the northwest coast of
continental Europe that include Great Britain,

Shetland Islands, the Isle of Wight, and many
other smaller surrounding islands. There
are two countries located on the islands:
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, and the Republic of Ireland.
The British Isles are the largest group of
islands in Europe.

Ireland, the Isle of Man, the Channel Islands,

Notes:

® The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland was the formal name of
the United Kingdom from January 1, 1801 until April 12, 1927, when it was
changed to the current name of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland by the Royal and Parliamentary Titles Act of 1927. The change
acknowledges that the Irish Free State is no longer part of the Kingdom.

@ 'The Isle of Man (Fthe Isle of Mann) (B8 %, €EFEEYS, HBHEF/EH
&%) is a self-governing Crown dependency (& BIEH A E RBHY), located in
the Irish Sea at the geographical center of the British Isles. The head of state is
Queen Elizabeth II. The island is not part of the United Kingdom but foreign
relations, defense, and ultimate good-governance of the Isle of Man are the
responsibility of the government of the United Kingdom.

® The Channel Islands (#igt#£ ) are in the English Channel, off the French coast
of Normandy. They fall into two separate self-governing bailiwicks (H$#%X):
the Bailiwick of Guernsey and the Bailiwick of Jersey. They, are British Crown
dependencies, but neither is part of the United Kingdom.

@ The Republic of Ireland is an independent state occupying about five-sixths'
of the island of Ireland. On December 29, 1937 Ireland became the successor- *
state to the Irish Free State, itself established on December 6, 1922. On Easter
Monday, April 18, 1949, Ireland became the Republic of Ireland, formally free of
allegiance to the British crown and the Commonwealth of Nations. The republic
became a member of the United Nations on December 14, 1955.
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Exercises
I Explain the difference between “Great Britain”, “Britain”, “England”, and “British Isles”.

II Choose the answer that best completes the sentence.

1. “The British Isles” refers to
A. Britain, England and the United Kingdom
B. the two main islands and other small ones
C. three formerly separate countries and several islands
D. Great Britain or the United Kingdom
2. If you want to write to someone in Edinburgh, the capital of Scotland, you should write the
address as
A. Edinburgh, England
B. Edinburgh, Scotland, the UK
C. Scotland, Edinburgh, Great Britain
D. Great Britain, Scotland, Edinburgh

III Decide which of the following statements are TRUE:

1. Great Britain is synonymous with the United Kingdom.

2. The United Kingdom has the same meaning as England.

3. England, like the term United Kingdom, can be used as a short form to refer to the state.

4. Britain is not correctly used to refer to the state.

5. The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland has been the official title of the

British state ever since 1922.

IV Answer the following questions.

1. What is the former title of the Kingdom before 19272

2. How many parts make up the United Kingdom? What are they?

3. Was the whole of Ireland a part of the United Kingdom before 19222
4. Is Great Britain the same as the UK?

5. What is the British Isles?

V Study the maps below and point out to your partner each of the four countries or parts
of countries that make up the United Kingdom.
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