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Dong Qichang (1555 AD-1636AD) styled himself Xuanzai, with
the alternative names of Sibai and Siweng and the alias of Xiangguang.
He was from Songjiang Huating, present-day Songjiang of Shanghai.
With the posthumous title of Wenmin, he was also referred to as Dong
Wenmin. Becoming a successful candidate in the highest imperial
examinations in the 7" year of Wanli Reign period (1589AD), he had
successively served as the Editor, Huguang Vice Governor, Officer of
Temple Affairs, Deputy Minister of the Ministry of Rites and Director
of Nanjing Board of Rites. After retirement in the 6" year of Tiangi
Reign period (1626AD), he returned to his hometown with the title of
Taizi Taibao, Safety Officer of the Prince. Learning from Dong Yuan,
Ju Ran and Huang Gongwang, he was good at landscape painting. He
compared the paintings to the South and North School of the Zen, ad-
vocated the South School and depreciated the North School. Painted
with soft strokes, all of his paintings had the pattern after ancient style.
His masterpieces include Notes from the Painting-Meditation Studio,

Rongtai Collection, the Meaning of Painting, the Eye of Painting, etc.

Thirteen letters of his are collected in this book, with the previous
eight letters as a volume and the remaining five letters as an album. No

detailed information about the collector is available.
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