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Preface

The Long, commonly translated as Dragon, is a significant cultural symbol of China.
The Dragon symbol was created as a mythological creature with the advent of agricultural
society. Chinese legend has it that the dragon is the leader of all animals, and has magical
powers. As a cultural symbol, the dragon embodies the diverse range of imaginations over
the history of China. The Dragon may not be considered a totem for Chinese culture in
the strict sense, but it displays many characteristics of a totem as a typical Chinese ethnic
cultural creation. Through all types of dragon images, one can feel the essence and spirit of

Chinese culture.

Over the centuries and dynasties, there have been different styles of dragon. Each
dynasty has its own unique “dragon culture”, which reflects the tastes and powers of the
time.

Beijing has been the capital city of China for seven dynasties. Dragon — the totem of
each dynasty’s emperor and palace decoration — represents the China’s “dragon culture”
development over 800 years. Beijing leads other Chinese regions in the development of folk
dragon culture, in the preservation of dragon artifacts in various palaces, royal gardens and
museums. Beijing’s dragon collection surpasses those in other regions for its completeness,
richness in style, representativeness, and sophistication. The remaining royal buildings

boast a diverse range of dragon sculptures and paintings.

The author of this book has, over the years, taken tens of thousands of pictures of
dragon sculptures and paintings in royal gardens and museums, as well as folk art dragon
collections in various places. The author selected several hundred pictures from his vast
picture collection. These rare pictures, along with thoughtful commentaries, present the
Beijing Dragon to the entire country and the world, even given the inherent limitations of
photography. Readers interested in China’s dragon culture will hopefully be motivated to

learn more.
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Beijing’s imperial buildings primarily consist of imperial palaces (e.g. The

Forbidden City), whose grandeur, apart from the palaces in Shenyang and in

Taiwan, are rarely matched in China. Besides, there are also numerous tombs (e.g.

Ming Tombs), gardens, temples and mansions. In all such places dragon images are

prominently displayed. These buildings integrate dragon sculptures and paintings

with the architecture. To appreciate the dragon culture, Beijing’s imperial buildings

are the best choice, as the most comprehensive, complete, rich, typical and

exquisite.













