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Art & Painting
ARG m

The world is now becoming smaller and smaller, people contact with
art not only from their own country but also from other nations. European
artists have drawn ideas and inspiration from African and Asian art. Mod-
ern art is very experimental, much of them may be difficult to understand
or appreciate, because modern artists paint what they want and how they

want.
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| This could make the creation of amateur
painters much easier. If you do not have to fol-
- low a known style, ‘you can paint how you
| like. Even so, there do not seem to be many

. § amateur artists. Ask a child to ‘draw some-.

thing, and he will do it happily. Ask adults,
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and most will feel they cannot. But they will probably have strong ideas
on what art ought to be. People expect paintings to copy life. Adults who
have not studied painting know that they cannot do this. Children paint
what they see and feel, and do not think about these problems. In fact
good artists do not only copy life. They do far more than that. Finding out
what artists do,and how they paint, is very interesting. Painting itself is
a great pleasure, and gives pleasure to many other people.
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Painting in Ancient Times

G

]

In ancient times, painting was done mainly for practical purposes,

such as decorations for clothing, buildings,furniture and utensils.
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The first painter mentioned in historical works was perhaps Mso
Yanshou, who was ordered by an emperor of the Western Han to paini
portraits of the women in the palace. This event of about 2,000 years age
showed that figure painting started very early in China.
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During the Han, Wei and Jin dynasties, many names of painters

and the names of their paintings were recorded in various books, but
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none of their works were extant today except one by Gu Kaizhi (344—
406 ) of the Eastern Jin. Gu was an official-scholar born in Wuxi, Jiang- |
su, said to be good at painting many things, including figures. He paint-
ed a handscroll( a long horizontal painting rolled up to be unrolled when
viewed ) called “ Admonitions to the Court Ladies,” in which there were
several persons, all vividly done.
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Dunhuang Stone
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For several hundred years, from the 4th to the 10th centuries, be-

lievers in Buddhism built grottoes in

Dunhuang, and in each grotto they
painted beautiful pictures of Buddhist
gods and scenes from Buddhist scrip-
tures and stories. Today there are still

492 grottoes with about 45,000 square

meters of paintings in them. In
addition, there are over 2,000 |
colorful clay sculptures. Known
all over the world, the grottoes
attract hundreds of visitors daily

from other places in China and
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other countries. The paintings and-the-manuscripts and books discovered
in those grottoes are most valu-
able as relics of Chinese cul- §
ture. They have been studied
by scholars not only of China,
but of many other countries.
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Landscape Painting
LK

In those early periods, landscapes were also painted, but they
mainly served as the backgrounds of figures. It was in the Sui and Tang
times that landscape painting gradually became independent. Wu Daoxu-
an, also called Wu Daozi, and Li Sixun, both Tang painters, were once
ss asked by the reigning emperor
to paint the scenery of the Jial-
ing River in Sichuan. Li spent
one whole month on the work,

while Wu.used only one day.

, and Wu’s was free and imagi-
native. Later, the famous poet
- Wang Wei, who was also a
good painter, painted all kinds
of things, including land-
| scapes. Of his achievement, Su

Shi, the great Song poet, said

that there was painting in Wang

Wei’s poetry, and there was poetry in his painting.

Li’s painting was rich in details .
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Americans & Handmade Craft Objects
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Many craft artists in America made crafts for a living. They use
ancient technology to make pots, baskets or bowls. Some develop their
own new methods and tools to produce beautiful objects. Visitors to many
art museums can see collections of the finest works by American craft art-
ists. In most major cities craft artists can show and sell their works at
craft fairs, and many private art galleries sell the artists’ works.
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Many Americans collect and use handmade craft objects. They place

ceramics, glass or wood bowls throughout their homes. They hang fiber
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pieces on the walls. They use handmade furniture and they wear hand-
made jewelry. Among the Americans who collect handmade crafts are
President Clinton and Hillery R. Clinton. =
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Handmade
objects have al-
ways been part of
American culture.
Craft artists use
many different ~
kinds of materials *

and methods, yet :

common to all : :
crafts is the creativity of the ﬁsts that makes each object different and
‘spevial. ‘
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Music Appreciation

BRI

Prior to the invention of the radio and the phonograph, the only
means whereby music could be brought to a big audience was actually
having it performed live. But today we have radio and film, récords and
tapes, and something else, music videos !
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Actually the mar-

riage of motion pictures and popular music is nothing new. The movie in-
dustry has made musical films for decades, and musical programs have
been a staple on home screens ever since the first days of television. So
what makes this phenomenon called “music videos” so different? Perhaps
the answer could best be provided by the music recording industry. By
the late 1970s, record sales in many Western countries underwent a ma-

jor slump, faced with competition frgm new leisure time activities such as




