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A sketch map of

Guangdong Provincial Waterways
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GUANGDONG WATERWAY

Retrospect &

nd Prospect

By Mai Zhiquan, director of Guangdong Provincial Waterway Bureau

Learing on the Five Ridges, facing the South China Sea, interlaced with the Pearl River syst
Guangdong Province provides a favourable natural condition for the development of water transpg
However. before liberation the old government simply paid no attention to the waterways so th
ships was very poor and the Guangdong provincial water transport was backward in the extreme.
After liberation, under the great attention of the party and Government, Guangdong Province

bm and having a subtropical climate, crisscross rivers, long coastlines as well as many habours,
.
at most of the provincial waterways were in natural situation, the navigation condition of boatsand

—

nas progressively set up and perfected the united structures administrating provincial waterways

and every city (or county) has set up the administration network of waterways. Now a contingert for waterway has been developed which has thousands staff, hundreds technical personnel,

hundreds boats and ships, and can take charge of the preservation, construction and administratio

During 40 years since the founding of the People’s Republic of China, Guangdong Provinc
Chencun Waterway, the West River, the East River, the North River and the Hanjiang River, and s
the Meijiang River, etc, so their navigation condition has been improved very much. Particularly, <
been formed by constructing the West River (the section in Guangdong ) as channelnavigable

of waterways.

P has, one after another, overall improved the main waterways of the Dongping Waterway, the
b on, and has, all along the line, canalized the mountainous rivers such as the Lianjiang River and
ince the reform and opening to outside world, a waterways network radiating in all directions has
ior ships of 1000 tons, expanding the Chencun Waterway and carrying out the re-opening to

navigation engineering of the lock dam obstructing navigation on the Qianshan Channel to make "T;U main channels, which interlace within the Pearl River Delta, link up with each other. As a result,

it makes the water transport well suit the need of the developement of on-going-export-oriented ec
In navigation marks construction, after liberation different classes navigation marks were, earl
and new material were continually adopted to make the aids to navigation develope from bambog
integrated circuit lamps, the auto-switches of aid lamps from zinc-iron switches to single crystal sil
batteries, the tools for preserving equipment from rafts to motor ships and speed boats. Of late ye
marks were verified to conform to the national standard which was lately worked out about sea an
During 40 years since the founding of new China considerable progress has been made in
stages and preservation dimension standard of main channels one after another and has set up a
to the outside world over 20 kinds of rules and regulations have been newly formulated or a
standardization, normalization and diagrammatization. Particularly after the publication of “The Cha
Administration Measures of Guangdong Province”by the GuangdongProvincial Government, the chan
of channel preservation and administration, the preservation quality of main channels in the whole
The history of 40 years after the founding of new China certifies Guangdong provincial wa
enormous change. Now there is over 10,000 km navigation stream (near 1,000 rivers) in the whol
But because of the poorer original waterways bases the waterways work can not far suit the nee|
this century our province will be built as a river-sea through, main stream-tributary unimpeded and
the West River as its framework and the Pearl River Delta as its support. We tentatively plan to r¢
Jiangmen, Shunde, Dongguan, the lower reaches of the Nouth River and the East River, as chanr
Yamen, Hutiamen and Modaomen as channels navigable for- ships of 3,000—10,000 tons. V]
give to waterways, strive for every field’s help and Support to waterway departments and fully m
departments so as to make Guangdong provincial waterway undertaking be able to go ahead of
modernization construction.
Herel wish to take the opportunity of publishing “Guangdong's Channel Album of Pictures” to
Provincial staff in the waterway departments who have made contributions to the development of (
who helped, supported and shown concern about the development of Guangdong Provincial waten

omy.
or late, set up on provincial main channels and small coastal harbours channels. New technology
| wood structure to rainforcement concrete and steel structure, aid lamps from keroseme lamps to
con layer switches, the electric source of beacon from dry batteries and storage batteries to solar
ars the reform of the method manufacturing navigation marks was also finished and all navigation
i river navigation marks by Ministry of Communication.
ne preservation and administration of channels. Guangdong Province has worked out the design
set of perfect systems of channels preservation and administration. After the reform and opening
1ended and the channel preservation and administration has elementally realized systematism,
1els Administration Rules of the People’s Republic of China” by State Council and “The Channels
els administration began to step on the road ruled by law. As the improvement and strengthening
rovince reaches or exceeds the stipulated standard every year.
erway undertaking has gained greater development and the waterway’s look has happened an
province in which there are over 3,000 km main channel and more than 3,000 navigation marks.
of water transport development and moderization construction. So we imagine that in the end of
radiating in all directions waterways network which takes Guangzhou as its centre, the coast and
spectively build the Pearl River Delta waterways such as Xiaolan, Liansharong, Hutiaomen, Shigi,
2Is navigable for ships of 300,500 and 1000 tons, and build the estuary channels such as
'e certainly want to seriously implement the supporting policy the upper organs have given or will
bilize the activeness and creativeness of the whole province's cadres and workers in waterway
he development of national economy as fast as possible and eally become the fore runner of the

extend, on behalf of Guangdong Provincial Waterway Bureau, our noble regards to all Guangdong
uangdong Provincial waterway undertaking and our sincere thanks to those comrades and friends
vay undertaking.
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