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Unit 1

1. VILMA MARTINEZ, ATTORNEY

The woman was coming down the street again. Vilma watched her from the
front porch of her parents’ house in San Antonio and wondered if she’d speak. She
always said something in English that Vilma didn’t understand because she spoke only
Spanish.

The woman was black. She had a nice smile. She said that same thing and
waved. Vilma smiled and waved back. This time she had heard the words clearly
enough to mimic them. She ran into the house and repeated them to her mother.

“She wants to know your name,” her mother said, “You can call her
tomorrow. ” .

The next day Vilma was ready when the woman spoke.

“My name is Martinez, ” she said, and felt proud to be speaking English at last.
After the woman left, Vilma stayed on the porch talking to herself and making
sounds she pretended were English. She knew she would soon be going into first
grade. Perhaps she would learn real English there. She could already read Spanish,
because her grandmother had taught her.

First grade was frightening. The classroom was large and there were lots of
children. The teacher seemed kind but Vilma couldn’t understand what she said. She
couldn’t understand most of the children either. Although she wanted so much to
learn, it seemed as if there were no way without English.

“Hi,” somebody said behind her. “What’s your name?”

Vilma turned around with a smile. She understood that much!

“Vilma,” she said. “What’s your name?”

“Nora.”

It was the beginning of a friendship that pulled Vilma through first grade. Four
years later when she was doing well in school, she helped Nora pass fifth grade.

Then the Martinez family moved to a different neighborhood. Mr. Martinez
was a carpenter and his work took him all over San Antonio. By the time Vilma was
in junior high school most of the girls in her class were already talking about getting
jobs as secretaries or clerks in offices when they left school.

“What are you going to do, Vilma?” a friend asked. “With your grades you
could do anything. ”



But it wasn’t until she was in high school that Vilma found out what she really
wanted to do. The summer she was fifteen, she went to work for a friend of her
father, a lawyer in town, and there she became fascinated by the law and what it
could do for people. The lawyer talked with her about her future.

“You’re the top student in your class,” he said, “which means any profession is
open to you. You should do what you can do, and not put up with less. ”

She decided then that she would be an attorney and would apply for entrance to
the University of Texas at Austin for her bachelor’s degree. Her high school seemed
reluctant to give her information on university entrance. Vilma wrote to the
university herself, was accepted, and moved into a cooperative residence with sixteen
other girls.

For the next two and a half years she carried a heavy study load. Along with
that she washed utensils in the biochemistry laboratory to help pay her way, and also
did daily chores at the co-op where she lived.

Because she knew she had very little money at her disposal, Vilma worked to
complete her B. A. as fast as possible. This meant doubling up in courses, working

summers. even taking a correspondence course and almost ignoring any social
life.

There were 22,000 students on the University of Texas campus. Only a few
were Mexican Americans. Yet Vilma was one of the fifteen students chosen to take
part in an exchange program with the University of Chile, South America. during
the summer of 1963.

On her graduation from Texas at the age of nineteen, Vilma was accepted into
Columbia LLaw School in New York City. It was a totally different world but she
soon found that she loved New York.

In 1967 came her first job

that first day when she walked into the office as
a full-fledged lawyer. She felt a little nervous, but only a little. This was what she
had been working for. This was another goal achieved.

Being Mexican American and a lawyer, Vilma naturally became interested in
setting up an organization that would help her fellow Chicanos. This came in the
form of MALDEF (Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund).

Not long ago, sitting in her MALDEF office in San Francisco where she was
supervising twenty-one attorneys in six different offices, Vilam talked eagerly about
the organization.

“When we started in 1967, I was liaison for MALDEF from the NAACP, and
we modeled much of our organization on theirs. ”

A tiny, lively bundle of energy, she sat forward on her chair, tapping a pen on
one thumb. '
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“I raised funds in New York City and was elected to the board of MALDEF in
1971, then came to this job in San Francisco in 1973. MALDEF is working for our
people, and for all people whatever their color and sex. Everyone must have a fair
chance. If a boy has the ability to work with his head and his hands, why should he
always be a mechanic? Why shouldn’t he be an engineer if he wants to ? If a girl
wants to help people get well, why couldn’t she be a doctor as well as a nurse?”

A San Francisco court ruled that if children were given the same facilities they
then had the same opportunities. MALDEF looked at this. What if the child were
Spanish-speaking and couldn’t, for example, use the textbooks supplied? MALDEF
went to court and the law was reversed.

In a New Mexican court. MALDEF won their case stating that children who
didn’t speak English were entitled to instruction in Spanish.

Vilma explained ——“We at MALDEF recognize the fact that forty to sixty
percent of our Mexican American children never graduate from high school. We are
finding out why, and trying to put an end to the reasons. ”

Perhaps some of her enthusiasm stems from memories of that little girl who sat
in a first grade class and didn’ understand the teacher.
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Exercises

Comprehension Check: Multiple Choice

Why was first grade frightening, in young Vilma’s mind?
A. Because she was too young and too shy.
B. Because she could understand little English.
C. Because the classroom was large and there were lots of children.
D. Both B and C.
What or who helped Vilma pass first grade?

A. Nora. B. Her teacher.
C. Herself. D. Nora’s friendship.
The phrase “at her disposal” in the 18th paragraph probably means
A. at hand B. on hand
C. to be used as she wished D. to use when needed

A. full of spirit B. grown up
C. skilled D. completely trained

. From the passage we may get the impression that Vilma was
A. charming and clever B. attractive and untiring
C. unique and hard working D. cheerful and energetic

A. white people only
B. colored people only
C. male Mexican Americans only
D. all people. both white and colored. male and female
A San Francisco court ruled that
A. given the same study aids or circumstances, children had the same chances
B. under the guidance of the same teacher, children had the same opportunities
C. given the same instructions. children’s chances were equal

D. children who are in the same grade had the same opportunities

. Choose the one word or phrase that best completes the sentence.

. He can his teacher’s voice and gestures very cleverly.



A. say B. pretend

C. mimic D. hear
. We did what we could to pull him the crisis.
A. through B. over
C. up D. out
. I can hardly that sort of thing.
A. put up at B. put up with
C. put out D. put on
. The lovely toys in the shop windows the children.
A. favoured B. frightened
C. forced D. fascinated
. If you want to go abroad, you should a visa.
A. ask B. demand
C. apply to D. apply for
. She missed her parents very- much. That’s why she was to stay here for
the holiday.
A. willing B. reluctant
C. ready D. required
. Every worker in this company have a three-day holiday.
A. is entitled to B. is asked to
C. is required to D. is ordered to

. Translate the following sentences into Chinese:

. Being Mexican American and a lawyer, Vilma naturally became interested in
setting up an organization that would help her fellow Chicanos. ‘

. Vilma explained —— “We at MALDEF recognize the fact that forty to sixty
percent of our Mexican American children never graduate from high school. We

i

are finding out why, and trying to put an end to the reasons. ’



2. COURTS

Wherever people live together in communities, disputes are bound to arise.
Among animals, conflicts result in victory for the stronger or quicker. But human
beings believe that in an argument the one who is right should win. Sometimes an
argument can be settled quickly. But sometimes the problem is more complicated and
can be settled only in a court.

A court is a forum, or meeting place, established by the government for the just
and peaceful settlement of disputes and the enforcement of laws. Courts and methods
of carrying out justice have changed as society has changed. Over the centuries the
changes have been enormous.

Europeans in the Middle Ages often settled disputes in ways that seem extremely
crude and unfair to us today. One method was called trial by ordeal. There were four

forms of ordeal “cold water,” “hot water,” “hot iron,” and the “morsel. ” In
the cold water ordeal, the accused person was tied and lowered into water. If he
sank, he was declared innocent. If he floated, he was considered guilty and was
punished. In ordeal by hot water, the accused plunged his hand into boiling water
and pulled out a stone. If his hand showed no injury after 3 days, he was considered
innocent. In the hot iron ordeal, the accused had to carry a red-hot iron bar 9 feet.
As in the boiling water ordeal, his hands were inspected 3 days later to determine
guilt. The morsel ordeal, although not so painful, was as hard to pass as the other
three. The accused had to swallow a big piece of food without choking on it.

Trial by ordeal was a typical way of doing justice in the Middle Ages. From
these crude and unreliable procedures, there developed through the centuries our
present system of trials in courts of law. We will skip this interesting history and see
what procedure was devised by the great minds of several nations through many eras
as the best way to settle serious disputes in the courts.

How Courts Work to Settle Disputes

In a civil case one person sues another. The one who sues is the plaintiff. He
complains that the other has “injured” him. A lawyer writes out the complaint and
files it with the court. This piece of paper, the “complaint” tells what the argument
is about. The filing of the complaint by the plaintiff’s lawyer starts the case.

Next, the lawyer for the defendant prepares an “answer” and files it with the
court. The complaint, the answer, and similar papers are called “pleadings” because
they are requests, or pleas, to the court. The lawyers may make various motions, or
claims, concerning the pleadings until the dispute is clearly stated. Then “the issue is

7



joined . ” That means it is ready to be decided by the court.

A criminal case, on the other hand, starts when a policeman arrests someone
(the defendant) for breaking the law. For some crimes the policeman must see the
man breaking the law in order to arrest him. For others he may make the arrest
when a witness tells him about it. Then the policeman takes the arrested person to
court as soon as possible.

In court a complaint is drawn up. In the criminal complaint the policeman or the
victim accuses the defendant of doing certain things which amount to a crime. The
complaint (accusation) is read to the defendant. But he need not answer it yet. He
has a right to have a lawyer defend him. He is given time to preparc 11 defense. In
the meantime the accused probably will not have to stay in jail. Instead he can put up
some money to assure the court that he will return to answer the charges. This
money is called bail.

The next step in a criminal case is for the prosecutor (usually called a district
attorney) to prepare normal written charges. In many cases the prosecutor must call
his witnesses before a group of citizens known as a grand jury. They decide whether
to make an accusation. If they vote to accuse the defendant of a crime, their charge
or accusation is called an indictment. If they feel there is not enough evidence, they
may dismiss the charge, and that ends it.

Sometimes witnesses are called and evidence presented to a grand jury before
anyone is arrested. In such a case the defendant is arrested only after he has been
indicted. Where there is no grand jury or where the crime is not serious, the formal
accusation is made by the district attorney. This is sometimes called an information.

The defendant may be charged with a serious crime (a “felony”) or a less serious
one ( a “misdemeanor”). After the accusation is filed with the court, the defendant
is called in with his lawyer to answer it. This is the “arraignment. ” When he is
arraigned, the defendant is asked:“How do you plead?” He may admit the truth of
the charge by pleading guilty. He may deny the accusation or simply refuse to admit
guilt by pleading not guilty. If he pleads not guilty, the case is ready for the court.
The court trial will decide whether or not he is guilty.
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Exercises

[ . Comprehension Check: Multiple Choice

1. Which of the following statements is NOT true according to the article?

A. Among animals, it is the stronger or the quicker that wins a conflict.
B. A court is a place where disputes are settled and laws are enforced.

C. Courts have changed greatly over the centuries.



D. In ordeal by hot water, if the accused could pull out a stone from the boiling
water, he was considered innocent.
2. Compared with the other three forms of ordeal, the morsel ordeal was
A. the most cruel one B. the least cruel one
C. equally cruel and hard to pass D. none of the above
3. “Innocent” in the third paragraph probably means
A. harmless B. naive
C. guilty D. guiltless
4. In a civil case, if someone wants to sue another, he should
A. write out the complaint
B. prepare an answer
C. ask a lawyer to file the complaint with the court
D. both A and C
5. Sometimes the accused can stay out of jail because
A. his pleadings are not ready
B. his crime is not so serious
C. he is given time to prepare his defense
D. he can afford the bail
6. Which of the following statements is TRUE according to the article?
A. Only when the policeman sees somebody breaking the law can he make the
arrest.
B. If the accused can put up bail, he will not be sentenced to imprisonment.
C. If the accused refuses to admit guilt, the case should be decided by the court
trial.
D. When the crime is serious, it is the district attorney who makes an
information.
7. “Accusation” in the last paragraph probably means
A. blame B. condemnation
C. pleading D. charge

I . Choose the one word or phrase that best completes the sentence.

1. No matter how busy he was, he was to show up at the meeting.
A. due B. bound
C. possible D. likely
2. Tom’s sister got many presents while Tom got nothing on Christmas, which
seemed
A. unequal B. unfit
C. unfair D. unheard
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