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Unit 1

Why Is There No Looting in Japan?

In the wake of Japan’ s deadly earthquake, tsunami and nuclear power plant
explosions, we have witnessed the almost indescribable chaos that follows a disaster of this
magnitude: loss of life, severe injuries, homelessness, lack of water, food and proper
medical care, the physical destruction of towns and cities, and a growing fear of radioactive
contamination from power plants that seem beyond anyone’s ability to control.

But one heart-wrenching byproduct of disasters like this one has been missing in
Japan, and that’s looting and lawlessness.

Looting is something we see after almost every tragedy; for example: last year’s
earthquakes in Haiti and Chile, the floods in England in 2007, and of course Hurricane
Katrina back in 2005. It happens when some people who’ve seen life as they know it get
tossed out the window feel that all morality has been tossed out too. It’s survival of the
fittest and whatever you can get your hands on is yours, no matter who it belongs to.

But that’s not happening in Japan.

Journalist and social commentator Ed West wrote in the UK Telegraph yesterday how
struck he was by the Japanese culture throughout this ordeal. He observed how
supermarkets cut their prices in the days following the quake and how vending machine
owners were giving out free drinks as “people work together to survive.” And West was
most surprised by the fact that there was no looting.

Many have pointed to the popularity of Japan’ s distinctive Buddhist and Shinto
religions as well as how the values of conformity and consensus are considered virtues in

their culture. That’s one explanation, but it probably has something to do with remaining



true to your moral code even in the darkest hours.
Here’s my question to you:

Why is there no looting in Japan?
Kim:

Because Japanese culture, unlike all other modern cultures, is based primarily on
honor and dignity. Unlike our Katrina disaster, the Japanese don’ t see this as an
opportunity to steal everything in sight. The so-called civilized world can learn much from
the stoic Japanese.

Greg in Arkansas:

Two words: National pride. The people of Japan love their country and do what is
best for the nation, unlike the United States where we love our country and do what is best
for ourselves.

Natasha:

The Japanese are resourceful, innovative and disciplined people with a great sense of
national pride. While they also have criminals and felons, it is not quite in comparison to
the sleazy balls we have in our streets. It was disgusting to watch these scum bags loot
stores in New Orleans during Katrina when they should have helped their fellow citizens in
need. While watching the devastation in Japan is heart wrenching, it is so refreshing to see
the civility of people within the calamity they are facing.

Larry in Georgetown, Texas:

1 was blessed to visit Japan several years ago on business and was told that if I lost my
wallet in downtown Tokyo that the person who found it would make it their mission to
return it to me intact. These people are very gracious and kind.

Carol ;

Sociologists will tell you that the lack of looting is just the result of large numbers of

people developing a more orderly society to cope with living in a smaller land mass.

Personally, I’ ve always thought it’s because they’re a more highly evolved race.



Joy:

It’s the Japanese culture—very refined, dignified, disciplined and civilized. We should
all learn from them. They’re the types of people you help out willingly because you know
that they’ll make full use of any opportunity to get back on their feet.

Richard

1 don’t really know. It would be easy to say that they are a very homogeneous society
and perhaps in a way consider each other family. In any case they are to be applauded. -

( From http://caf fertyfile. blogs. cnn. com/2011/03/15/why-is-there-no-looting-in-

japan, 643 words)

Direction: Select the most appropriate answer for each of the following questions,
1. Which of the following could not be seen after Japan’s disasters?
A. Loss of life.
B. Lawlessness.
C. Homelessness.
D. Anxiety about radioactive contamination.
2. When some people looted in 2005 during Hurricane Katrina, they
A. threw their lives out of the window
B. threw their feelings out of the window
C. hated the belief in survival of the fittest
D. took others’property
3. According to Ed West, what helped the Japanese cooperate?
A. Japanese culture. ‘
B. Japanese economy.
C. Natural surroundings.
D. Social system.
4. Greg in Arkansas thinks that the difference between Japanese national pride and

American national pride lies in



A. the Japanese are proud of Japan while the American are ashamed of US

B. the Japanese do what is best for themselves while the American do what is best for
the nation

C. the Japanese do what is best for the nation while the American do what is best for
themselves

D. the Japanese love Japan while the American criticize US|

From Joy’s viewpoint, the reason why people are willing to help Japanese is that

A. the Japanese are creative
B. the Japanese are warm-hearted
C. the Japanese are more civilized than other nations

D. the Japanese are eager to recover from disasters



Why Are the Himalayan Glaciers Melting?

The BBC’s Chris Morris travels to the main source of the Ganges River to find out why the
glaciers are melting.

As the first light of dawn lit up the snow-covered mountain peaks, we trekked through
a barren landscape 4, 000 metres up in the Indian Himalayas, heading for the Gangotri
glacier, the main source of the River Ganges.

About 2km from our destination, we passed a rock inscribed with the date 1891, This
was where the snout of the glacier stood just over 100 years ago. And the retreat
continues.

“All the glaciers in this region are melting,” said Dr Rajesh Kumar, a glaciologist who
accompanied us to Gangotri. “And we have to find out why.”

Worried

The Himalayas hold the planet’ s largest body of ice outside the polar caps—an
estimated 12,000 cubic kilometres of water. They feed many of the world’s great rivers—
the Ganges, the Indus, the Brahmaputra—on which hundreds of millions of people
depend.

But climate scientists are worried.

“There’s the possibility that if we don’t do something about stabilising the earth’s
climate then these glaciers could easily vanish in the next few decades,” said RK Pachauri,
the Nobel Prize-winning Indian scientist who heads the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC).

“We need to understand the dynamics of these glaciers better and we need much more

precise information and measurements, ”



That’s what scientists like Dr Kumar are beginning to provide.

There are a variety of instruments tracking daily temperatures to try to establish
patterns over time.

“We only started doing this a few years ago,” he admitted, “I don’t think anyone took
it seriously before that. There wasn’t any money for research. ”

The glacier itself was grey and discoloured—a huge wall of ice stretching back up the
mountain. Water dripped from icicles glinting in the early morning sun.

From one side a stream of fast flowing water emerged—the exact point where the
Ganges begins its long journey from the Himalayas across the north Indian plains to the
Bay of Bengal.

Dr Kumar’s previous visit had been just over five months earlier.

His GPS told him that in that time the glacier had retreated by some 15 metres.

“It’s a big change,” he admitted.

The Indian government has said the rate of retreat in many glaciers has decreased in
recent years. But there is evidence to suggest that it’s picking up again.

And there are other signs of a climate in transition.

“Things changing”

A few miles downstream from Gangotri, in the village of Harsil, we visited Basanthi
Negi’s house, where she showed us how high the snowfall used to be.

She reached up over her head to touch the wooden floor of her balcony—about two
metres above the ground.

»

“But we haven’t had snow like that in at least 10 years,” she explained.

“We can all feel things changing. ”

Less snow means the glacier melts even faster as the ice is more exposed to the heat of
the sun—as well as receding, the glacier is getting thinner.

“Current trends and patterns of melting clearly spell a very difficult situation for most

of South Asia in the future,” RK Pachauri said.

That is why the IPCC has been so outspoken in campaigning for action, which will

.6-



help mitigate(J# Z%) the rise in the earth’s temperature.

“It’s a global challenge and this is where countries like India... have to raise their
voices and make it known to the global community that what you’re really going to create
is social chaos, which will spill across borders,” he warned.

India is taking action: the prime minister has created a new high-level body to assess
the Himalayan glaciers, and there is talk of much greater co-operation across the border
with China, But even they can’t act alone,

Back at the glacier pilgrims prayed at a small shrine to the goddess of the river.

This is a place of huge religious significance. But now, it’s all about the science—and

the politics—of climate change.

(From http ://news. bbc. co. uk/2/hi/8337604, stm, 676 words)

Direction: Select the most appropriate answer for each of the following questions.
1. The rock with the date 1891 showed that
A. it was not far from Himalayas peaks
B. we arrived at the main source of the River Ganges
C. we had a long way to go
D. the Gangotri glacier has been receding
2. What’s the importance of Himalayan glaciers?
A. They hold the largest body of ice on the earth.
B. They feed hundreds of millions of people.
C. They are famous for beautiful scenery.
D. They are on the highest mountain peak.
3. What would happen if people remained indifferent to our planet’s climate?
A. The Himalayan glaciers would disappear.
B. The earth temperature could stay stable.
C. IPCC would earn more money.
D

. Water originating from the glacier could flow faster a few decades later.

o7o



4. Basanthi Negi’s narration on the past high snowfall proves that
A. she is very tall
B. she lives in poor condition
C. the sun is nearer to the earth
D. the retreating glacier becomes thinner
5. According to RK Pachauri, which area will be severely influenced by the present
patterns of melting?
A. Harsil village.

B. Area along Ganges River.

e

South Asia.

D. India only.

Direction: Complete the sentence with information given in the passage.

6. The Indian government is cooperating more with across the border.



History of Ivory Soap

At about the same time that Colgate & Co. introduced a perfumed soap called
Cashmere Bouquet, William Procter and James Gamble decided to begin business together
in Cincinnati. These two men began their fortune by selling candles and soap from a
wheelbarrow. It did not last too long before Procter and Gamble was delivering large
quantities to major cities such as Memphis, Pittsburgh, and Louisville. Ivory soap was
introduced to the marketplace in 1879.

Did you ever wonder why Ivory Soap floats? In the development stages, James N.
Gamble called it * White Soap’. James Gamble and his associates finally perfected the
formula for the “White Soap” in 1878. At first, the name of this soap was going to be
called P& G White Soap, but Harley Procter decided to give the soap a name that people
could remember. Procter attempted numerous times to find an appropriate name for the
soap.

The concept of soap that floats was rumored to have been encountered by accident.
The story goes that Harley Procter named the soap ‘Ivory’ from a biblical verse (Psalm
45) church: “All thy garments smell of myrrh and aloes and cassia, out of the ivory palaces
whereby they have made me glad.” In 1878, the formula for the “White Soap” was
created. Several months later the accident occurred. Without thinking one of the workmen
left to go to lunch and the machinery was still running. Since the machinery was left in
operation, air would work its way into the mixture. The workman decided not to discard
the mixture after discussing with his supervisor. Instead he poured mixture into frames and
the soap hardened. Intérestingly enough it was cut, packaged, and shipped.

Amazingly, Procter & Gamble began to receive letters from buyers of this

.9.



“accidental” soap. They wanted more of the soap that floats! Even though this interesting
formula was one of their best products, they were perplexed as to how this happened. The
mysterious formula for the floating soap was resolved when the lunchtime accident was
revealed.

The error the workman made became Procter & Gamble’s new product. Why was this
product so popular? Some people were known to bathe in the Ohio River and the floating
soap would never get lost. Ivory Soap became a best seller due to a workman’s error.
Proctor & Gamble makes the floating soap by intentionally adding a small amount of air in
the formula. Naturally, this allows the soap to be lighter than water.

Since Proctor wanted to produce pure soap, a chemical analysis of the soap had to be
done. Up to this time, there was not a standard for purity of soap. Therefore, Harley
decided to locate an independent scientific consultant or chemist in New York to develop a
standard for the purity of soap. The chemist found that in order soap to be 100% pure, the
constituents would have to be fatty acids and alkali,

It was found by a chemist that the 56/100 of the ingredients did not fall in the pure
soap category. In 1882, an Ivory advertisement appeared that stated the slogan “99-44/
100% Pure”. This calculation was created by Proctor in which 56 was subtracted from 100
to account for a result of 44. The 56 consisted of the following impurities: uncombined
alkali, 0.11%; carbonates, 0. 28% ; and mineral matter, 0. 17 %.

Keeping the Ivory Soap bars away from extreme heat or cold will affect the bar’s
fragrance. It is recommended that the bars to be kept in their original wrappers to make the
fragrance last longer. Ivory also recommends that using warm to hot water and/or soft or
conditioned water will create a rich lather.

You may also want to keep the shower spray away from the Ivory soap. With the
shower spray continually coming in contact with the bar of soap, it will affect the
lathering.

A good idea to make the bar last longer is to let the bar dry between uses. Consider

using two bars of soap that you can alternate. Put the bar(s) in a soap dish with points in
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