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=FOREWORD

This book is written as a grammar course book and reference
book for foreigners who are learning Chinese as beginners.
Teachers of TCFL can also use this book for reference.

The book consists of seven chapters. It outlines the basic
features of Chinese grammar at elementary level, describing the
general principles and unique characteristics of Chinese grammar.

The book is characterized by the following points:

(1) It is published in bilingual form and is very convenient for
beginners to use, not only for those whose mother tongue is
English but also for those whose foreign language is English.

(2) Practicality is emphasized. It does not aim at giving a very
systematic and all-around treatment of Chinese grammar. It is
intended to highlight the most frequently used grammatical rules at
elementary level. The descriptions are concise and clear, and the
vocabulary used is confined to the elementary level.

(3) It is convenient for self-study. In order to facilitate the
study visually, we have illustrated grammars by some contrastive
charts. Various exercises are provided at the end of each section or
chapter for learners to practise.

As far as the selection of grammar points is concerned, the
purpose of the book is not to build a complete system of Chinese
grammar. And sirice every grammar book is a product of subjective
descriptions, there might be some flaws in the book. Suggestions
will be appreciated.
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Finally we want to express our gratitude to Shanghai Educational
Publishing House and Shanghai Haiwen Audio-Visual Publishing, as
well as the editors of the book, who have made great efforts in editing
this book and made its publication possible.

Compilers
October, 2009
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Classification of Words

Tl R —E BOARUER] 23 R 26 5, SRR 23 28 . DR iR AT
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Words, according to a certain criterion, are classified into some
categories. Those categories are the word classes. Chinese words
are divided into two parts: notional words and form words. Notional
words have concrete lexical meanings and can serve as the
elements of a sentence. Notional words include nouns, verbs,
adjectives, pronouns, numerals, and measure words. Form words
don’t have concrete lexical meanings and can not serve as the
elements of a sentence independently. Form words include
adverbs, prepositions, conjunctions, particles, onomatopoeias, and
interjections.

CHAPTER 1 WORD CLASS (PART ONE) : NOTIONAL WORD



I E N R AEE

AIGUORENXUEHANYUYUFA

iWiEiA ¥ E &K Table of Chinese Word Classes

e
Word
Class

5]
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Word
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Common Noun 1 453
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— i hin) A5 . 2. B EXR F
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Al id] RoK BB R VEE,
Adverb FTE KR
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Preposition BRAT @
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Feature of Nouns

PAZEZN YN 27/ N (EIE YRS - S J=P
Nouns are the words that denote people, things, time, or
places. They have the following features:

(—) AuTER) P —BOR M ERISE , Kl DUMGEE -
Nouns can serve as a subject or object and most of them can
serve as an attribute.
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