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FOREWORD

Rizhao museum as a comprehensive museum for the public was founded in 1986 and moved to the new museum building in 1999,
covering around 9,260 square meters. It Integrates with collections, research and social education, which make itself as an important
position for demonstration of local culture and arts of Rizhao, dissemination of scientific and cultural knowledge, education of patriotism
and promotion of cultural and ideological progress.

The rich collections of Rizhao museum include important cultural relics of a long history, from prehistory to Ming and Qing dynasties,
and the most famous part are those of Dawenkou culture, Longshan culture and Han dynasties. The egg-shell black goblet, which is hailed
by archaeologists as “as black as lacquer, as bright as a mirror, as hard as porcelain, as thin as paper’, is a representative vessel of
Longshan black pottery in the Neolithic Age. The phoenix-shaped lantern on tortoise stand which implied Chinese traditional yin-yang,
five elements and four deities, together with other cultural relics of Han, are both condensation of our ancestor's wisdom and reflection of
the process of Rizhao history.

Rizhao city had been part of the Dongyi tribe and the Han dynasty established Haiqu county here. In 1087 A.D. (2nd year of
Yuanyou, Song dynasty), it became Rizhao town, and the name “Rizhao” of the modern city was derived from this. In 1184 A.D. (24th
year of Dading, Jin dynasty), Rizhao town was promoted as Rizhao county. The city is one of important places of origin of Chinese
civilization, with a long history and splendid cultural tradition. There were numerous and continuous archaeological sites of Paleolithic and
Neolithic Ages, especially sites of Longshan culture. The Liangchengzhen site, Yaowangcheng site, Donghaiyu site and Dantu site are
well known internationally, which have become major sites under protection at the national level. According to the Handbook of World
History of The Times Atlas of the World (Chinese verstion), the Liangchengzhen site of Longshan culture was recorded as “the earliest
Chinese city in 3500 B.C.". The archaeological excavation had been started quite early. In 1930’s, Da YIN and Siyong LIANG, the first
generation of Chinese archaeologists who worked in the institute of history and philology of academia sinica, conducted excavation at the
Liangchengzhen site. After 1949, the archaeology institute of Chinese academy of social sciences, Shandong provincial institute of
archaeology and culture relics, and the joint team of Chinese and American archaeologists have launched fruitful work of survey,
archaeological exploration and excavations. The excavation of Haiqu Han tomb in 2002 was rated as one of the top ten archaeology finds
of that year, which fully showed the Haiqu county had been one of the developed area of both economy and culture in Han dynasty.

As the witness of human history of civilization, cultural relics are our worthy historical heritage which recorded the long and splendid
cultural tradition of Cihnese people. Rizhao museum has carried out special exhibition themes on “Dawn of Eastern Chinese Civilization:
Longshan Culture of Rizhao”, “A Han Rhyme at Haiqu: Exibition of Haiqu Han Tomb”, “Collections of Cultural Relics in Rizhao Museum”,
“Statue of Famous People in Rizhao History” and “Gifts of Rizhao Conducting Foreign Exchanges” and so on. These exhibitions
demonstrated the development process of Rizhao history and gave chances for the audience touching history and feeling the splendor of
human civilization. Our museum has also co-organized different symposiums, e.g. ‘International Symposium of the Longshan Era in
Rizhao and Early States” and “International Symposium of the Settlement and Environmental Archaeology and First Forum on Yao Culture
at Rizhao". The CCTV television teams of “Travel around China” and “Exploring” had interviewed and filmed in the museum.

In order to demonstrate the achievements of Rizhao relics and museology for establishment of famous cultural city by sea of Rizhao,
and to discover the historical and cultural resources of Rizhao area, we now edit and pubish this book of “Cultural Relics Collections of
Rizhao Museum”. The book includes 7 categories according to chronology and quality of the collections, and 175 pictures are presented.
These collections re-create development and civilization of ancient Rizhao, and will inspire our generous feelings to establish the famous
cultural city by sea. We sincerely hope the book will start a bridge between museum and the public and urge more audience for museum
exhibitions, to feel profoundness of Rizhao history and finally increase their national confidence and pride to positively contribute to the
construction of the new harmonious and developed Rizhao city.
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Egg-Shell Black bei Goblet, ritual vessel, Longshan culture of the
Neolithic Age

Total height 19.2cm, mouth diameter 9.7cm, bottom diameter 5.1cm, stem diameter 5.1cm

The vessel was unearthed from the Donghaiyu site, Rizhao in 1978. It is black clay
pottery. The whole body is polished. There are three main parts of the goblet. The top
is a cup with wide mouth and circular bottom, the middle is the high stem of oval egg-
shape with rain-like holes, and the bottom is the ring foot. It represents the highest
pottery-making skill level of the Longshan period
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Black pottery bei cup with one ear, drinking vessel, Longshan
culture of the Neolithic Age

Height 10.2cm, mouth diameter 6.6cm, middle diameter 7.8cm, bottom diameter 6.1cm

The vessel was unearthed from the Liangchengzhen site, Rizhao in 1985. It is
ck clay pottery, with the whole body cylindrical shape and polished, small mouth

but bigger in the middle, a cord-shape handle at the side, flat bottom and three

short flat legs, decorated with bow-string design



White pottery gui pitcher, drinking vessel or water container
Longshan culture of the Neolithic Age.

Hight 43.7cm, mouth diameter 10.9cm

The vessel was unearthed from the Donghaiyu site, Rizhao in 1972. It is white
pottery tempered with sand. It has an upward spout on the flared mouth rim, a tall
and straight tubular shaped neck, a twisted, arched handle at the side, and sup-
ported by three bulbous legs, decorated with clay nipples and bow-string design
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Guan jar with two handles, drinking vessel or water container,
Longshan culture of the Neolithic Age.

Height 16.7cm, mouth diameter 9.7cm. bottom diameter 7.5¢cm.

The vessel was unearthed from the Liangchengzhen site, Rizhao in 1985. It is red
pottery tempered with sand, with flared mouth, short collar, slanting shoulder, massive
belly tapered at the small and flat bottom. Two attached ears at the belly, decorated
with impressions on both handles and additional heap pattern on the belly.



Pot style ding tripod, cooking vessel, Longshan culture of the
Neolithic Age.

Height 33.6cm, mouth diameter28.4cm, bottom diameter 21cm.
The vessel was unearthed from the Liangchengzhen site, Rizhao in 2001. It is black

pottery tempered with sand, square lip, folded rim, deep round belly, flat bottom and
three beak legs, decorated with two nipples and bow-string design on the body.
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Cup with two handles, drinking vessel, Longshan culture of the
Neolithic Age.

Height 10.7cm, mouth diameter 8cm, bottom diameter 5.6cm

The vessel was unearthed from the Liangchengzhen site, Rizhao in 1979. Itis
black clay pottery, with upright mouth, sharp lip, upright body tapered at the
flat bottom, and two handles at the lower part, decorated with bow-string
design and triangular scratches pattern



Red pottery gui pitcher, drinking vessel or water container,
Longshan culture of the Neolithic Age.

Height 31cm, mouth diameter 9.7cm.

The vessel was unearthed from the Liangchengzhen site, Rizhao. It is red pottery
tempered with sand. It has an upward spout on the flared mouth rim, a spindly
neck, a twisted, arched handle at the side, and supported by three bulbous legs
decorated with bow-string design which inosculated with the handle as a whole
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Black pottery lei jar, drinking vessel, Longshan culture of the
Neolithic Age.

Height 15.1cm, mouth diameter 6.8cm, bottom diameter 7cm

The vessel was unearthed from the Liangchengzhen site, Rizhao in 2001 It is black
clay pottery, with upright mouth, sharp lip, tall collar, round shoulder, and massive
belly tapered at the flat bottom, decorated with bow-string design at the collar, two

couple of tubular handles and bow-string design at the shoulder and belly




