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Reading Sk(ll

Context Clue to Word Meaning

When reading materials of all sorts, we are mclmetho meet many new words, especially
for freshmen whose ygg’gggla\ry is relatively small. In that case, what will you do when you come
across a new word in your reading? Will you stop the moment you read the new word and look
it up into your dictionary or electronic dictionary? Will you give this material up and find another
simpler one to read? Or will you continue your reading dééplt‘(‘é)the new word?

It is strongly adw ed that you take a guess, and then read on, because you expect the writer
to give you some clués to the meaning of the new word. Actually, the meanings of many words
will be clear from context—the words or sentences before or after the item you do not know. You
can flézjrg)out the meaning of an unfamiliar word by looking for clues provided by gg\qiext Here
are some of the context clues that people can often find in their reading: 1. \ =T , l )

1. Some sentences set off _t}he defnﬁ%\n for a difficult word by using punctuatlon marks as
~comma, dash or within p‘h‘r’entheses—words that readers will need to know in order to
understand what they are reading.

2. Some sentences give examples for a new word, you can build a definition.

3. Some sentences tell the opposite of what a new word means.

4. Sometimes you can use your own experiences to figure out the definition of a word.

5. Word part clues—stems and affixes also help to find out word meaning.

6. If a familiar word can’t be understood in its usual meaning, try another way.

Students are usually asked to guess the meaning of a certain word in a passage. There are

two points worth noticing: the first one: if the word is very simple and appears frequently in daily
use, you should be very careful in taking the guess, for the author will probably ask you to guess
its unusual meaning; the second one: if you are required to guess the meaning of a complicated
word you have never met, please don’'t worry in that case. You will probably guess the correct
meaning of many words if you have a good knowledge of the context under which the special item
is used, however strange it is.

Although context clues are useful in discovering the meaning of an unknown word, there are

1]
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some limitations to this approach. The meaning you get from the context may be vague or general.
Sometimes there is too much unfamiliar language to allow you to use the context. While you don’t
interrupt your reading to look up new words in a dictionary, you may still want to check your guess
if you find that some words are used often and seem to be important in your field. In such cases,

mark the unknown words when you are reading, and look them up after you finish reading.



Unit

Campus Life

learn how to make wise decisions for your college years;
be exposed to various campus activities;
be inspired by some tips on getting along well with your roommates.

R R S A o e AR e




| 4

SN
section ()
N=

1. Do you think you have been ready for new college life? Why?

Before Reading

2. What did you expect your college life to be when you were in senior middle school?

3. Do you have any plans for your college life? What are they?

Passions, Friends, and Great Profs

After you arrive on campus, the real decisions begin.

by Sarah Starr

g T RA)
For four years of high school, dreams of college life kept me persevering through what

seemed like unbearable times of teenage torment. So when I gbt to “c<ollege, I felt a lot of
pressure to make sure it was the best four years of my life. Although I made an excellent choice in
Washington University in St. Louis, it was really the decisions I made once I arrived that made my
college experience what I hoped it would be.

Freshman year was chaotic. I made friends in an instant, only to stop hanging out with
them days later. I felt lonely without people who knew me well. But when I looked around my
freshman floor, I wasn’t sure what “group” I belonged to. The answer proved to be no group. So
I didn’t try to force a bad fit and, at the same time, tried not to panic. I wound up with an eclectic
c'o_!l/e_c\t‘igq of interesting and fun people who didn’t fit neatly into any group either.

Although I admit I sometimes forgot that education was the primary reason I was at college,

I did learn that choosing my courses wisely was critical to my happiness. It was essential to



A%
check out the professors—read coLutrse évaluauons talk to former students—before committing,
because it’s the teacher who makes the course. I learned not to be seduced by clever course
titles. If a boring prof teaches Guns, Gams, and Grass: The History of Violence, Sex, and Drugs in
Pop Culture, the class will be little more than an opportunity to catch up on sleep. But if a great
professor teaches History of Dirt, it’s probably worth taking. A Human Evolution course that I

reluctantly took to meet a science requirement proved to be an academlc hxghllght because the
professor was a compelling lecturer. S PINIRA i

Wash U, like most colleges, offers its students hundreds of opportunities to hear speakers, to
see films, plays, and art exhibitions, or to go on free or heavily discounted trips. I am glad I took
advantage—from the St. Louis Art Fair to a lecture on the crisis in Rwanda to the second-largest
Mardi Gras celebration in the country. j 'X“ V \

Extracurricular activities are one of the first things pushed on you when you arrive at college.
Nearly everyone 1 know signed up for at least 10 clubs, and few kept up with more than one.
Still, many did form close friendships or discovered an enduring passion. It doesn’t, however,
always work out smoothly. I joined the campus radio station as a DJ. After starting with a 2 a.m.
Saturday show, I landed the Wednesday-at-4-p.m. slot, a time when people were actually listening.
But two weeks into my new Plastic Fantastic Radio show, a student boss informed me that playing
Janis Joplin revealed me as “too mainstream”. I spent the next few weeks scouring stacks of indie
garbage for appropriately obscure music before deciding that any radio station that failed to
appreciate rock and roll was not for me.

Ultimately, it was the friendships that ensured my success at Wash U. To me, the key was
finding a group that included a wide variety of tastes and temperaments. That requires being
open to people with whom you might never have expected to get along. (Like, in my case,
Republicans, a high-school homecoming queen, and a budding civil engineer.)

I certainly never believed I would become close friends with my freshman roommate. At first
she spent all her spare time with her soccer teammates. We didn’t have problems, but we barely
spoke. Which was OK, because what does a big-city, East Coast girl like me have in common with
a girl from the cornfields of Indiana?

To my surprise, it turned out to be quite a lot. One night, shortly after Thanksgiving break,
we started sharing our high-school experiences and something clicked. From then on we were
inseparable, and we remained roommates for the duration. Leaving Wash U proved a lot harder
than starting there four years before.

Total words: 669 words
Suggested reading time: _8 minutes  Total reading time:
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Ja ‘Culture Link

O Grass Giinter (Wilhelm) (b.1927):German novelist, poet, and dramatist. His works are

intellectual and experimental and often reflect his socialist views. Notable works: The Tin
Drum (1959), and The Flounder (1977). Nobel Prize for Literature (1999).

O Mardi Gras: The terms “Mardi Gras”, “Mardi Gras season”, and “Carnival season”, in

English, refer to events of the Carnival celebrations, beginning on or after the Epiphany and
ending on the day before Ash Wednesday. From the French term “Mardi Gras” (literally “Fat
Tuesday”), has come to mean the whole period of activity related to those events, beyond just
the single day, often called Mardi Gras Day or Fat Tuesday.

U Janis Lyn Joplin (January 19, 1943—October 4, 1970): American singer, songwriter and music

arranger. She rose to prominence in the late 1960s as the lead singer of Big Brother and the
Holding Company and later as a solo artist. In 2004, Rolling Stone magazine ranked Joplin
number 46 on its list of the 100 Greatest Artists of All Time, and number 28 on its 2008 list of
100 Greatest Singers of All Time.

U Thanksgiving or Thanksgiving Day: (in North America) an annual national holiday marked

by religious observances and a traditional meal including turkey. The holiday commemorates
a harvest festival celebrated by the Pilgrim Fathers in 1621, and is held in the US on the fourth
Thursday in November. A similar holiday is held in Canada, usually on the second Monday in
October.

% After Reading

@ Do the following statements agree with the views of the writer in the passage?
N/

(
(

TRUE if the statement agrees with the writer
FALSE if the statement contradicts the writer
NOT GIVEN ifit is impossible to say what the writer thinks about this

\

) 1. Before entering college, the author indicated that she had a terrible high-school time.
) 2. Based on the message provided in Para. 1, we can see it’s critical to make wise decisions

in one’s college life.



(

) 3.

) 4.
) 5.

) 6.

) 7.

Campus Life

During the first year of college life, the author made a lot of friends and kept constant
touch with them.

From this passage we can see that the author is a girl from a big city.

The author noticed that almost all her classmates had attended at least 10 clubs and kept
touch with them.

The author thinks that a boring teacher may be not good at teaching violence, sex and
drugs.

As a freshman, the author knew clearly which group she belonged to.

/]beoose the best answer to each of the following questions. For each of
" them there are four choices marked A, B, C, and D. You should decide on

the best choice.

(

) 1.

) 2.

) 3.

) 4.

The author thinks that it’s important to talk to former students before choosing a course.

That’s because

A. she can get along well with them in the future

B. she can learn some skills from them

C. she can get some useful information about the professor

D. she can know more about the course

What does the author imply by saying “If a boring prof teaches Guns, Gams, and Grass...

it’s probably worth taking” (Lines 5~7, Para. 3)?

A. A boring teacher may permit the students to sleep when he teaches Guns, Gams and
Grass.

B. A boring teacher may not permit the students to sleep when he teaches Guns, Gams
and Grass.

C. A boring teacher may not be suitable to teach such topics as Guns, Gams and Grass.

D. A boring teacher always makes the students sleep when he teaches Guns, Gams and Grass.

The students in Washington University can have the opportunity to participate in many

activities. Which one is not mentioned in the passage?

A. Enjoy films and plays. C. Have free or discounted trips.

B. Listen to the speeches. D. Commute with the foreigners.

What did the author mean when she said “I am glad I took advantage...” (Lines 2~3,

Para. 4)?

A. She caught the opportunities visiting many places and attending a lot of lectures.

B. She benefited a lot from visiting the Art Fair and hearing the lectures on the crisis in Rwanda.

C. She had the advantages to visit a lot of places.

D. She thought that it’s necessary for her to visit many places and hear the lectures.

1]
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() 5. Why did one student boss think the author was “too mainstream” when she played Janis
Joplin’s music in her radio show?
A. The student boss thought that the author should play Janis Joplin’s music.
B. The student boss thought that Janis Joplin is not famous.
C. The student boss thought that Janis Joplin’s music is very popular.
D. The student boss thought that Janis Joplin’s music is very usual and the author should
play other unusual music.
( ) 6. What does the author mean when she said “...any radio station that failed to appreciate
rock and roll was not for me”?
A. She did not like rock and roll music.
B. She thought any radio station should not play rock and roll music.
C. She thought she was not appropriate to work in a radio station which cannot
appreciate rock and roll.
D. She thought it’s difficult for her to appreciate rock and roll music played in the radio
station.
() 7. To the author, what kind of group should a freshman join in?
A. A group with eclectic opinions and attitudes.
B. A group with a variety of tastes and characteristics.
C. A group with a large number of members.
D. A group with renowned fame.

( ) 8. As to the author, what important characteristics do you need to face the members in a

group?
A. Openness. C. Kindness.
B. Ambition. D. Patience.

®Match the definitions in column B with the terms in column A.
R

A B
1. preserve a. unwilling and hesitant; disinclined
2. eclectic b. a social meeting or informal conversation
3. hang out c. deriving ideas, style, or taste from a broad and diverse range of sources
4. commit d. to resist or survive in difficult circumstances; to hold out
5. gam e. to be dedicated to (something)
6. reluctant f. to continue in a course of actions even in the face of difficulty or with little

or no indication of success



