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University Architecture is unigue in that the design must serve a higher purpose than simply
being commercial and revenue producing. The goal is to provide environments that
encourage students to think, to wonder, to research and connect thoughts and ideas
theoretically.

In fact it may be the last time future citizens have the luxury of time to spend on theory in lieu
of practice. The pressure on students to switch from the theoretical to the practical can be
an abrupt change and a challenging one. The time spent in school, leaming how to learmn,
leaming how to think, applying their own ideas to processes and festing how well they work
is a luxury that schools provide. The push to provide value on a daily basis in their chosen
occupations will come later in the real world after school.

And so environments that we design need to encourage and foster all aspects of the
learning process, from classroom lectures and tests, o teamwork on projects that require
social acumen as well as applied knowledge, o socialization skills outside the classroom with
no infended or direct scholastic goal. All of these aspects of leaming that occur each day,
all day require designed environments that foster and nurture and allow students fo leamn.

And having been involved in University Architecture for over 30 years we have learned
that each building, each program, each University is unigue not only in their context
and vision but in their timeframe. With each passing generation or half generation subtle
change takes place. One thing that is absolute in University Architecture is that there are no
absolutes, students change and so do their needs and desires, faculties change over time,
administrations change over time as do fechnologies and the advancements in each and
every academic discipline.

All of this is therefore necessary to take info account with each new building program and
University context and vision as a design challenge. It is an exciting and varied journey fo
design a University building, from Academic Classrooms and Labs, to Athletic Varsity and
Recreational programs to Buildings for the Arfs, Residences for the varied student populations,
and finally Buildings for work, research, socialization, communication and even transportation.
The list is endless and demonstrates the changing nature of University’s and their visions for
their students, faculty and the future.

University Architecture therefore demands much more from the design process than a
typical commercial building and the clientele that it serves are often the best design feam
members as the Higher Education design process unfolds, the students, the faculty, the
administration, even the operations and maintenance staff can and often do contribute
ideas and insight essential fo the design. And when the Architect listens and co-authors the
design with the University the design usually will live up fo that higher purpose that University
Architectural Design must serve.

Richard H. Fawell AIA, NCARB, IIDA Principal, VOA Associates Incorporafed
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——  Architecture in the Field of Education
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As an introduction to this volume, which includes interesting examples of contemporary
architecture in the field of education, | have been asked to write a brief reflection on the
matter.

The opportunities that allow us o stop and organize the ideas and principles on which we rely
when faced with a blank sheet of paper are much appreciated. | hope to be able to briefly
express those guidelines that have made it possible for us to tackle different educational
projects over these last twenty years.

It is a brief petiod in history, but a very active one as regards fo reflection and revision of the
educational model, which is based on another that relies on the master lesson given by the
teacher to his students, who must leam and inferiorize the knowledge shared, and evolves
into another in which participation is capital, between teachers and students and these
amongst themselves, ifs goal being the acquisition of competencies.

The educational model is discussed in its own professional environment and is regulated in
the legislative sphere. Therefore, the first issue is to understand what the role of the architect is
in this process of reflection and creation of new models.

It is up to the architect fo contribute the physical materialization of the ideas of others which
need to be cormesponded in the form of a building or campus, for it is experience which will
allow us to empirically evaluate the proposed model. But we mustn't forget another essential
requirement for all architects, which is having the chance and responsibility fo franscend
a mere functional response to the set requirements, raising it to architectonic emotion, to
cultural expression of the built fact. That is, not as a whim but rather as another variable,
needed for the evaluation of the result, in this case, of the proposed educational model
because the failure of even the best model could be put down to lack of emotion to live it.

Inaki Garai Zabala
ACXT
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Educational Buildings
HERHA

Educational architecture in Denmark reflects the wider Scandinavian tradition for democracy based
on values of social responsibility, welfare, openness and equality.

Since the nineteenth century, Denmark has upheld the notion of choice in education, exemplified
by “Folkeskolen”. The “Folkeskole” is the Danish municipal primary and lower secondary school. It
constitutes the free, public school system as well as the individual municipal schools. Government
funded, these schools permitted independence, and the 1960s and 1970s saw a proliferation of
schools and universities experimenting with new curicula, ways of teaching and new hierarchies
that reflected the wider, profound changes in society faking place in this period. Departing from the
fraditional divisions of academic study, the new establishments encouraged a more interdisciplinary
approach, group study and the encouragement of social as well as infellectual interaction between
students and teachers. Educational buildings responded to these changes through the creation
of architecture empathetic to the free spirit of the era and respondent with the wider architectural
values of the period: simplicity and functionality with attention to the quality of light, materiality and
craftssnanship.

The schools, colleges and university buildings by schmidt hammer lassen architects embrace
this fradition through the creation of joyful, healthy, light filed and dynamic spaces conducive to
confemporary ways of leaming and feaching. Aftention is paid to the quality of the interior space —
scale, views, light, ventilation, acoustics and materiality. We understand that each tier of education
demands a specific design approach that corresponds to the age and needs of the leamer; young
learners needing a sense of security and older students requiring more stimuli in their environment.

Adaptability and flexibility are central fo the functionality of our leaming and education projects. As
communication and information flow is now dependent on rapidly evolving digital technologies,
the buildings must be prepared for the future — for new technologies and the resulting new ways of
learning. Our buildings are designed to bring people fogether and provide space for interaction and
socializing, planned to provide meeting places and routes for “paths to cross”.

One of the most important aspects of educational buildings is to make room for informal meeting
points for students to share knowledge and inferact. In this sense, students become part of the
leaming process, not merely as recipients of knowledge but also as actively creating knowledge.
Informal social spaces throughout educational buildings also allow for stimulation of the senses and
creativity.

The role of good design in educational buildings is first and foremost to provide for the needs of the
students and the teachers. For the institution — it also represents an opportunity to make manifest the
values and priorities of the school, the college or the university. With competition to atfract the best
students and staff, good leamning and working environments can help enhance the competitiveness.
Architecture can also provide recognizable and memorable symbols for an institution.

schmidt hammer lassen architects
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* Design for a'5,200 méinternational Studies Building o.be: constructed
on-the-main University:Park .campus of Florida Intemational University.

IR aiming to achieve FlU's vision; the-new building will prbvide a state-
of-the-art venue for the many activities = ¢lasses; lectures, workshops,
performances, conferences, and faculty: and graduate student
research. ‘

The proposed structure will stand to represent the founding idea of
the sehool as an International University, recognizing the ‘multicultural

commiunity of Miami-as the crossroads of trade, finance and culture.

Faculty from varousdepartments will merge to advance the study of
social and poalitical sciences, infernational relations and humanities
to-foster interdisciplinary, thematic, and professional degrees and
programs:alongside the fraditional disciplinary offerings. The buildings
will provide a striking: physical- symbol: of the infemnatiormal dimension
of the Universify’s mission-and identity.
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