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An Identity of One’s Own

Anonymous

In the eternal universe, every human being has a one—off chance to live—his existence
is unique and irretrievable, for the mold with which he was made, as Rousseau said, was
broken by God immediately afterwards.

Fame, wealth and knowledge are merely worldly possessions that are within the reach of
anybody striving for them. But your experience of and feelings about life are your own and
not to be shared. No one can live your life over again after your death. A full awareness of
this will point out to you that the most important thing in your existence is your distinctive
individuality or something special of yours. What really counts is not your worldly success
but your peculiar insight into the meaning of life and your commitment to it, which add
luster to your personality.

It is not easy to be what one really is. There is many a person in the world who can be
identified as anything—either his job, his status or his social role—that shows no trace about
his individuality. It does do him justice to say that he has no identity of his own, if he
doesn’t know his own mind and all his things are either arranged by others or done on
others’suggestions; if his life, always occupied by external things, is completely void of an
inner world. You won’t be able to find anything whatever, from head to heart, that truly
belongs to him. He is, indeed; no more than a shadow cast by somebody else or a machine

capable of doing business.
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The Flight of Youth

There are gains for all our losses.
There are balms for all our pain;
But when youth, the dream, departs
It takes something from our hearts,
And it never comes again.

We are stronger, and are better,
Under manhood’s sterner reign;
Still we feel that something sweet,
Following youth, with flying feet,
And will never come again.
Something beautiful is vanished,
And we sigh for it in vain;

We behold it everywhere,

On the earth, and in the air,

But it never comes again!

(American) Richard Henry Stoddard
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A Rushed Butterfly

Anonymous

A man was walking in the forest near his farm. The man loved nature. He watched
birds and looked for signs of small animals.

One day, the man found the cocoon of a butterfly. It was hanging from the branch of a
tree. He was excited to witness this miracle of nature as it unfolded. Anxiously, the man
checked on the cocoon everyday. Several days passed with no sign of movement or life.

Finally, one day a small opening appeared in the cocoon. The man sat down on the
forest floor, ready to enjoy the show. He watched the buiterfly for several hours as it
struggled to force its body through that little hole.

The process was endless and the man was getting impatient.Then the creature in the
cocoon seemed to stop making progress altogether. It appeared as if it had gotten as far as it
could and as though it could go no further.

The man decided to help the butterfly. He went home and found a pair of scissors. He
returned to the forest and snipped off the remaining bit of the cocoon. The butterfly then
emerged easily but it had a swollen body and small, shriveled wings. The man sat down and
continued to watch the I)uuorﬂy.
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