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Dear Members of the Chinese Association for Linguistics and Semiotics, dear
Congress Participants, dear Colleagues:

The International Association for Semiotic Studies [ASS is well aware not
only of the semiotic heritage within Chinese culture, but in particular of the
steadily growing efforts in and importance of semiotic studies in the P. R. of
China, as well as of the fact that the Chinese Association for Linguistics and
Semiotics plays a significant part in this development. We had the pleasure to
arrange for the first personal contacts with your Association during the 2nd East
Asian Conference for Semiotics in Shanghai, 1997, which included also a
Regional Meeting of the Executive Committee of the IAAS during which we
could exchange thoughts about our common interests, aims and problems, and
we deposited our mutual will to intensify the relationship between your
Association and the TASS.

We further welcome the fact that your Association will now join the East
Asian Association for Semiotics EAAS which was officially established at the
end of the mentioned Conference. Since we are in close cooperation with the
protagonists of the East Asian Association for Semiotics whose founding was
first envisaged with representatives of the P. R. of China, Japan, and Korea
during the 5th world congress in semiotics in Berkeley, California, 1994, and
started to take shape during the 6th world congress in Guadalajara, Mexico, 1997,
we are well informed about the steadily increasing international exchange
between Chinese scholars in semiotics with colleagues from other East Asian
countries, and with many other countries all around the world too, and we are
absolutely sure that this tendency will grow steadily. Therefore, we are looking
forward to welcoming a significant number of Chinese scholars at the next world
congress to take place in October 1999 in Dresden, Germany, with the title
Semiotic Processes in Complex System. We want to arrange for direct
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distribution of the invitations through the Board of your Association, and let me
mention in this connection, that the local organizers at the Technical University
of Dresden will provide a certain, although restricted amount of grants also for
East Asian scholars, for which one has to apply at Prof. Walter Schmitz, Vice-
Rector of the Technical University of Dresden and organizer as well as congress
president of the world congress; you will find his coordinates in the invitation.

I want to add a few words showing you that the recognition of Western
semioticians concerning the East-Asian semiotic heritage in general as well as of
recent efforts in semiotics in the P. R. of China in particular is steadily increasing.
For this, let me give you three examples: already in 1991 there appeared a double
issue of Zeitschrift fuer Semiotik, the journal of the German Association for
Semiotics, edited by Prof. Roland Posner, now President of the IASS, with the
title Zeichenkultur in Asian, or in English, Asian Sign Culture, and now it is
planned to produce an issue of Zeitschrift fuer Semiotik especially about Chinese
semiotics. The second example is Semiotics—A Handbook on the Sign—
Theoretic Foundations of Nature and Culture, edited by Roland Posner, Klaus
Robering, and Thomas A. Sebeok, to appear in three volumes, of which the
second volume was published just a very short time ago; in this second volume,
there is a long chapter titled Sign Conceptions in China, written by Prof. Li
Youzheng, one of the two representatives of the P. R. China in the Executive
Committee of the IASS, who, as you certainly all know, is not only an
internationally well-known Chinese scholar, but also an important messenger and
translator (in both directions) between our cultures concerning Eastern,
especially Chinese, and Western approaches in semiotics. From the presence of
this thorough contribution in the most actual as well as most voluminous
standard reference book in semiotics you can infer that the international
scientific community in our field is well aware of the great and indispensable
role of traditional as well as present-day Chinese thought about signs, sign
systems and sign processes. The third example is an issue on East-Asian
Semiotics in S—European Journal for Semiotic Studies, of which T am the Editor
in Chief, while this special issue was collected and organized by my Co-Editor,
Prof. Gerard Deledalle, the famous philosopher and head of the Semiotic
Seminar at the University of Perpignan, France. This issue contains contributions
from the P. R. of China, Japan, and Korea. Actually, the Chinese colleagues have,



vi BRSNS FETEE SR

with seven contributions, the bigger share, ranging from reflections about the
semiotics of Ancient China to modern analytical, theoretical and applied
contributions, including also an illuminating article about Chinese wisdom from
a semiotic point of view. This issue, already announced as being in progress at
the 2nd East Asian Conference for Semiotics in Shanghai, went to the press just
now, and will have appeared already when you hear this message. Let me add
that I studied these texts from your Chinese colleagues with great intellectual joy
and profit, and let me emphasize that I read them very, very carefully, first of all
because of their interesting topics and, moreover, because I was involved in the
final proof-reading. They gave me the clear impression, together with the many
lectures T could listen to during the 2nd East Asian Conference for Semiotics,
that Chinese semiotics will soon be an even more important factor within the
international scientific community in our field in particular now since
international exchange and communication is increasing day by day. Rather
sooner than later, it seems to me, that the P. R. of China, already belonging since
long to the most important countries of the world, will also become a semiotic
superpower.

In this sense, I wish you, first, good success with your congress, and
secondly, in the long range, all the best for the development of your Association,
in particular, and of semiotics in the P. R. of China, in general. And as I tried to
point out, I am quite sure it will proceed strongly.

Kind regards, sincerely yours, personally as well as on behalf of the Board
of the IASS

Jeff Bernard
(TASS-AIS Secretary General)

Institute for Socio-Semiotic Studies ISSS
Waltergasse 5/1/12, A-1040 Vienna, Austria
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