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Preface

My Journey to the West and back to the East

Two major themes are covered in the book: the human trilogy of culture,
society and law, and the realm of animals. In other words, the book is about
human to human and human to animal relations. It comprises a collection of
essays | wrote in the last few years, reflecting my thinking about Chinese and
Western culture, society, law, and above all, animals, enriched by the in-
teractions I have had with my Internet readers and fellow bloggers on and off
line. Some of the essays also carry the pains I felt when learning about the e-
normous sufferings of animals in China as well as hope that things are impro-
ving albeit slowly.

I started writing essays in Chinese by accident. A Chinese friend in
Australia first introduced me to the ifeng blog of the Hong Kong Phoenix TV.
I did not write much until one day I suddenly found I had many thousands of
readers and many dozens of messages from readers in response to a piece I
wrote. Almost simultaneously I also found that many of the messages disap-
peared mysteriously. It is China alright! 1 became hooked, and have been
ever since.

Over the last few years, I have gained many new readers for my work
that I would not have reached through traditional publication of journal arti-
cles and books. This is exemplified by my ifeng blog where each of my es-

says has thousands and tens of thousands of hits. I have made new friends
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from across China and beyond, and many of them animal lovers, rescuers
and advocates, young and old. A high school student blogger produced an
animal themed drawing which is now included in the book. It is particularly
worth noeting that in October 2012 1 was named, chosen from several hundred
thousands of Chinese bloggers, one of the top 200 most influential blog writ-
ers in China.

I have learned much from my Internet experience in rethinking about
my animal cause, about China, Chinese culture and my own Chineseness,
including re — learning my mother tongue. Blogging and microblogging have
enabled me 1o disseminate ideas about animal ethics, philosophy and juris-
prudence. Sometimes it feels like teaching, except thai there is no class-
room, everything is largely spontaneous, and | am both a teacher and a
learner. Furthermore, the words I write are no longer academic jargon, but a
common parlance that my fellow bloggers can understand. They get repost-
ed, copied and re —used. They get repeated and remembered. As an intel-
lectual and a global citizen, I take pride in the fact that my writings are no
longer just read by fellow academics, but by ordinary citizens, affecting
change in society. I also had the opportunity to do Sina weibo ( the most
popular Chinese social media) online live Q&A sessions on animals, had
lengthy debates on animals with anti — animal protection individuals, for in-
stance, with dog eating bloggers on dog eating, which were documented in
the book. I was occasionally verbally attacked by anti ~ animal bloggers.

Apart from writing, 1 participated, via Sina weibo at long distance,
with many tens of thousands of Chinese, in major animal rescue efforts inter-
cepting and rescuing truckloads of cats and dogs from being sold and savage-
ly slaughtered for their flesh. 1 once told the New York Times that China is
undergoing a grassroots animal liberation movement. This sea change is gath-
ering momentum with each passing day and with the participation of more

and more ordinary Chinese through the Internet and in person. I have also
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worked with individuals, especially young people who rescue homeless cais
and dogs in distress or illness; and have shared with them joys and laughter
when animals were rescued and found homes as well as sadness and tears
when the animals passed away. In a major way, we have witnessed and par-
ticipated in Chinese animal liberation in action. The microblog magnifies a
message, often from a lone voice, tens and hundreds of times. The Internet
has made us close even though we are far away.

Finally, some of the essays are personal, expressing my views on the
world, in particular the China world. Some also carry influences that have
shaped me over the years from non — Chinese sources, in particular, Austral-
ia which has been my home for over twenty years, and Jewish culture be-
cause of family connections. In a way, the book embodies my travelling in
and between two worlds, the East and West, and of humans and non-hu-

mans. It is my Journey to the West and back to the East!
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