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In the northern part of the vast land of China there lies the
Great Wall which stretches from east to west, winding over
mountains, across grasslands and through deserts in numerous
twists and turns. Spanning a total of 50,000 kilometers, it starts
from the banks of the Yalu River in the east and meanders toward
the Qilian and Tianshan Mountains in the west. Its gigantic
proportions of construction, long history and great
magnificence have made it known throughout the world and
brought it the reputation as one of the world’s seven wonders in
the medieval times. Morever, as the American astronaut Neil
Armstrong who manned the spacecraft “Apollo” putit, the Great
Wall is one of the two construction projects on the earth that can
be seen clearly from space. While the United Nations named it
one of the world’s cultural heritages in 1987, the imposing Great
Wall has long been the symbol and soul of China.

With no equal in the world, the Great Wall was built as a
military defence project over more than 2,000 years covering
over 20 dynasties in the history of China.

It was first built in the Spring and Autumn Per iogin the 7th
century B.C. and the latest additions were done during the last
years of the Ming Dynasty in the 17th century. Of all the sectors
of the wall built by different dynasties, those constructed by
Emperor Shi Huang Di of the Qin Dynasty (about 221 B.C.),
Emperor Wu Di of the Han Dynasty (about 206 B.C.) and
Emperor Tai Zu of the Ming Dynasty (about 1368) are the
largest. By the Ming Dynasty the Great Wall had been turned
into an integrated military defence system with numerous
fortresses and passes. including garrison posts, bulwarks,
barracks, barbicans, checkpoints, beacon towers, camps,
watchtowers and underwater gates.

Built according to terrain in mountains or deserts, the
thousands of fortresses and passes along the Great Wall present
a great variety of architectural styles. It is a truthful record of the

Introduction

wisdom and talent as well as the stupendous labours of ancient
Chinese craftsmen whose ingenious contrivance and elaborate
design made it a masterpiece in Chinese architecture.

Today, the Great Wall has become a famous tourist
attraction with the following highlights: Jiumenkou Pass in
Liaoning Province, Shanhaiguan Pass and Jinshanling in Hebei
Province, Huangyaguan Pass in Tianjin, Badaling and Mutianyu
in Beijing, Niangziguan and Yanmenguan Passes in Shanxi
Province and Jiayuguan Pass in Gansu Province.

With its numerous passes nestled in the mountains, the
Great Wall adds poetry and splendour to the beautiful landscape
of China. Gorgeous flowers in full bloom decorate it in spring,
mountain ranges undulate in summer, leaves turn red in autumn,
and the snow-clad mountains wind like silver snakes in winter.
‘The Great Wall, however, is not only an enchanting site of
interest but also an important monument that arouses the
Chinese patriotism by enabling them to learn about their own
history.

This album entitled “Scenes of the Great Wall”*, compiled
and published by the Xinhua Publishing House, consists of
some 80 fine works by several dozen photographers. Rich in
content and varied in style, the pictures are a vivid reflection of
the photographers’ love for their beautiful country. It is my belief
that the album will give an impetus to China’s tourist industry by
offering tourists a fascinating glimpse of the Great Wall. And |
also believe that the album will play a sig'nificant role in carrying
forward the courage, industry and perseverance of the Chinese
people and arousing the sense of national pride of all Chinese at
home or overseas, as well as promoting understanding and
cultural exchange among people the world over.

Zhu Xiyuan
March 8, 1990
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Rainbow over Jincheng
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Sunrise beyond Wall
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Soul of Nation
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Wall Dotted with Peach
Blossoms
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Jinshanling in Summer
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Red Leaves at Foot of Great
Wall
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Sunsets over Great Wall
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Spring Arrives at Great Wall
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Autumn

(3 30




MER

Autumn Falls on
Great Wall
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