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PREFACE

Established eighty-three years ago, Academia Sinica has collected and archived a large amount of data and
artifacts for the purpose of academic research. Among these items are the precious collections brought by the
Institute of History and Philology from Mainland China. These include oracle bone inscriptions, bronzes and
animal-shaped stone sculptures excavated from ancient Shang dynasty sites; the wooden slips used by troops at
the beacon towers of the Great Wall and pictorial rubbings from tombs in Shandong and Sichuan from the Han
dynasty; copies of various inscriptions from government offices, temples and tombs since the Wei and Chin
dynasties; exquisite rare woodblock books from the Song and Yuan dynasties; the last testament of Emperor
Kangxi, the genre paintings for imperial review, the golden placards of the civil service examination and the Grand
Secretariat archives from the Qing dynasty; and scriptures written in pictographs and photographs of the daily life
of ethnic minorities in southwest China in the period of the Republic of China. These precious artifacts, in addition
to those of the National Palace Museum, are incomparable both in quantity and quality in Taiwan. The collections
housed in the National Palace Museum were originally kept in the Forbidden City, intended to be appreciated by
the emperor exclusively, and include many examples of calligraphy and paintings, curios, porcelain and elaborate
handicrafts. But the collections of the Institute of History and Philology are different in that they were largely
acquired from archaeological excavations and historical site surveys, or had been scattered from their original
sites and later acquired from private persons and collectors. Basically, these items are here today as a product of
wide-ranging academic research, and they demonstrate the efforts of Academia Sinica during its time in Mainland
China to catch up with the West in the field of historical studies.



After Academia Sinica moved to Taiwan, the Institute of History and Philology continued to collect various cultural
relics for academic research, thus continuing this tradition, and excavated many Neolithic and Paleolithic sites,
such as Shih-san-hang in. Tamsui. As more research institutes were restored or established at Academia Sinica,
they also participated in the collection of artifacts, specimens and other data within their own fields. The Institute
of Ethnology collected the clothes, ornaments, sculptures, and rituals of aboriginal peoples; the Institute of Modern
History managed the files of Foreign Ministry and its predecessor “Office in Charge of Affairs of All Nations” (Zongli
yamen), and preserved the personal documents of former Presidents of Academia Sinica, including Zhu Jiahua,
Hu Shih and Wang Shih-chieh; the Institute of Taiwan History collected various civil contracts regarding land sales,
marriage and property distribution; the Institute of Linguistics collected the texts of Taiwanese operas in the Qing
dynasty and religious books written in dialects by early missionaries; the Center for Geographic Information
Science under the Research Center for the Humanities and Social Sciences gathered and produced remote
sensing imagery and aerial photos of Mainland China and maps of Taiwan; and the Institute of Zoology and the
Institute of Botany, the two predecessors of the Biodiversity Research Center, collected specimens and image data
of native plants, fish, and shellfish in Taiwan.

As early as the mid-1990s, Academia Sinica started to digitize part of its archives, and it became an active
participant in the National Digital Archive Program proposed by National Science Council in 2002. After nearly a
decade of work, about a million high-resolution digital images have been produced and more than 100 websites
have been built. It is worth remembering that after the Republic of China was established in 1912, the emperors’
personal collections of art and curios were shared with the general public through the National Palace Museum.
Today, as a national academic research institute, Academia Sinica recognizes that it should share its digital
resources with the people. That is why a portal site was built about four years ago to give a simple introduction to
its resources, which are accessible through the Union Catalog. In order to encourage utilization of these resources
by the general public, we decided to publish a catalog highlighting particular collections of Academia Sinica in
2010. Due to the huge amount of digital resources at Academia Sinica, it is difficult to highlight all of them equally,
so each institute has been advised to recommend collections with the greatest potential for popular appreciation,
divided into three main categories: cultural heritage, document files, and natural resources. It is hoped this will
enable people to learn more about the richness, diversity, and value of the digital resources held by Academia
Sinica. If more talented and skilled people can be encouraged to use these digital resources, we will be more than
delighted.

Do Yoy

CEO, Digital Content & Technology Center
Academia Sinica Research Center for Information Technology Innovation
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