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have a formal version used for writings and an informal version used in everyday
speech. Besides, Chinese culture has many fine-grained terms for different types of family
relationships. For example, “uncle” in English can refer to a brother or brother-in-law of
either parent while in Chinese, there are different terms for paternal and maternal uncles.
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Preface

Dictionaries, especially monolingual dictionaries whose target users are native speakers, are
supposed to be instruments that provide pronunciation and explanation of the words being searched.
The academics have basically reached a unanimous view on this point. However, as for the dictionaries
compiled for second language learners, it is still a subject that deserves exploration to determine whether
the dictionary should be instrument-oriented, learners-oriented, or both. Different orientations of the
dictionaries could affect the compilation principles of the lexicographers as well as the acceptance of the
dictionary users.

In recent years, Chinese learning has been more and more popular all over the world. Not only
university students and scholars, but also high school students, primary school children and all walks
of life start to learn Chinese. Such a new trend brings us, the dictionary compilers, a new challenge: to
compile a dictionary of both instrument-oriented and learners-oriented for second language learners’ at
the beginner level. The dictionary should be reader-friendly as well as theory-based. Such a dictionary is
exactly what we expected when this dictionary was conceived. To achieve this aim, this dictionary has

given special regard to several features as follows:

Lexical Pictorial Input
Research in cognitive linguistics has proved that people acquire language through input that is

comprehensible yet also a little beyond their current level of competence. It is because that the input that
is a little beyond current level of competence could most easily draw learners’ attention. In regard to such
research, particular attention is paid to “comprehensible input” when we compile this learners’dictionary,
which is supposed to serve as an instrument-oriented dictionary as well as a learner-oriented textbook.
Most lexicographers, especially second language learners’ dictionary compilers believe that “pictorial
input” is one of the most effective ways to provide comprehensible input.

Adhering to the principle of “pictorial input”, 14 topics, 95 units and 1606 words are included
within this dictionary, which are closely related to daily life. Each unit is condensed and compiled into
one picture covering two pages. Users are motivated to search for words by looking at the comprehensible
pictures as well as recognizing the semantic category of the words. For instance, the Unit “Classroom”
includes 18 words closely associated with the topic of the classroom: teacher, blackboard, projector,
blackboard eraser, chalk, platform, terrestrial globe, whiteboard, student, classroom desk, seat, textbook,
exercise book, whiteboard pen, whiteboard eraser, map, clock, wall map. Accompanied with these words
are well-designed illustrations that not only provide dictionary users with ample “comprehensible input”,

but also great fun and motivation to learning.

Culture Notes
Language learning cannot be separated from cultural understanding. In this dictionary, the
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vocabulary of each unit employs and also reflects relevant cultural knowledge. To merge language learning
and cultural understanding harmoniously, this dictionary adds a short introduction of background knowledge
in unit as “Culture Notes”. For example, in the Unit “Family”, the background introduction is as follows:

Chinese family titles are divided up by generation. Many of the relationship titles have a formal
version used for writings and an informal version used in everyday speech. Besides, Chinese culture has
many fine-grained terms for different types of family relationships. For example, “uncle” in English can
refer to a brother or brother-in-law of either parent while in Chinese, there are different terms for paternal
and maternal uncles. :

For the convenience of dictionary users, every culture note covers the words learnt in each unit,
which would subsequently remind them of relevant cultural knowledge. We believe that the short
introductions of background knowledge would help students grasp the bigger picture of Chinese culture,

and quickly gain knowledge in certain aspects of Chinese culture in a more accurate way.

Sample Sentences
By introducing vocabulary and relevant culture, this dictionary would lead users to our ultimate

destination — making use of the words. With this goal in mind, each unit offers a few sample sentences
which are frequently used in daily life. Moreover, words applied in these sentences are mainly the words
pictorially introduced in the given unit. For instance, the words introduced in the Unit “Fruits and Nuts” are:

Pear, peach, apple, tangerine, watermelon, pawpaw, grape, orange, grapefruit, banana,
mango, durian, lichee, pineapple, coconut, walnut, peanut, almond, pine nut...

Sample sentences listed are:

I like apple (watermelon, banana,...)

The grape (tangerine,...) is a little bit sour.

Language learners can draw inferences about other cases from these sample sentences. The list of
sample sentences is also one of the showing point as well as innovations of this dictionary.

Lexical pictorial input, culture notes, and sample sentences are combined and fused together, which
are three major features of this dictionary, and represent the innovation of its compilation. We sincerely
hope that Learners’ Pictorial Dictionary can be fundamentally helpful to Chinese language learners,
especially the beginners.

Thanks to the idea and effort of Higher Education Press. Special thanks are due to editors who

participated in the compilation and publication of this dictionary.

The Lexicographers Group
Yanyuan, Beijing University August 2009
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Numbers

01 = 11 +

ling shi

zZero ten
02 — 12 +—

y1 shiyT

one eleven
03 — 13 —+

er ershi

two twenty
04 = 14 {1

san weishu

three order of units
05 (O 15 B3

Si yTbdi

four one hundred
06 1 16 —F

wi y1qQidan

five one thousand
07 N 17 —H

i yTwan

six ten thousand
08 18 —8hH

qT yThdi wan

Bl -
N 10 OOO 000 ==
10 Jle} 20 1z ) 100 ooo ooo 20

nine a hundred million

Culture Note

A complete numeral system (one, two, three, four etc.) was found in inscriptions on bones or tortoise shells of the Shang (7)
Dynasty in China, the earliest Chinese characters ever found till the present day. Moreover, in Chinese, different numerals are
endowed with different cultural connotations. For instance, the number 8 (ba) is regarded as a lucky number in that it sounds like
the Chinese word “fa” (), meaning “prosperous”; while the number 4 (si) is a taboo as it sounds the same as “si”” (%), meaning
death.
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/l N \\ﬁ\ﬂ\t t\ﬂsﬁ\\—\—\—o

2 Jupid FF Elomkn

e 21 B
; . xushu
7o

-, [ > s o
di-yT
first

23 F_
di-er
second

24 F=
di-san
third
25 D
fénshu
fractional number

26 92—
si fénzhT yT1
one fourth

27 +a92=
shi fénzhT san
three tenths

28 B2ttt
bdi fenzh1 gishi
seventy percent

29 /\E
xiGoshu
decimal fraction

30 ERA
ling didn wt
zero point five

31 —R_A
yT didn ér wi
one point two five
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01

02

03

04

05

06

07

08

09

F—BT

@ B+ 18]
Time

— TP 10 TREAHSD(7:05) 12 +=3%(10:30)
yT midozhong qT didn ling wu fén shi didin ban
one second five past seven half past ten

— W 11 N2 (95) 13 ZAN+—R/ TRATHD (10:55)
yT1 fénzhong jil didn yTke cha wu fén shiyT didn /
one minute a quarter past nine shi didn wishiwl fén

five to eleven / ten fifty five

— 25
yT kézhong
a quarter

— /BT
yT1 xidoshi
one hour
=

yT nidn
one year

— 1B
y1 gé yué
one month

— 128

yT gé xingqt
one week

—X

yT tian

one day

TR/ TR
ling didn / shiér didin
zero hour, midnight
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(1 — ST,
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-
5

14 E=
gTingchén
dawn

15 £F
shangwl
morning

16 ¥
zhongw
noon

17 T
xiagwl
afternoon

18 &
hudnghin
dusk

19 BX
baitian
day

20 &R
yewdn
night

Culture Note

In Chinese, time is expressed
in the order of year, month, day,
hour, minute, and second. For
example, 201112 A 1 B 8.8
/%. Chinese people know well
that time is transient and never to
return, so they value time and try
hard to grasp time. The saying “A
year’s plan starts with spring, a
day’s plan starts with morning (—
FZHETHA, —BZHET
J&)” indicates that we should well
arrange our time.

W BAREER - 9



