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Words from the Champion

M his competition came as a challenge to us all. And to an even
greater extent, it came as a great opportunity. I thank the judges,
teachers, and working crew for their dedication and effort shown
to us throughout the entire progress. And to my fellow competitors
and friends, to all of us who are overcoming obstacles and facing

new challenges, I'd just like to say:

Years have passed and vears are to come
Now we find ourselves in Century 21 st
Let us fearlessly speak out our minds

Let us live to its fullest, life and time
And then, ever the more confidently
Shall we shout out loud and sharp .

Look out, World!

We're not to lose heart!

——Li Laiyin
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Jason: Good morning, ladies and gentlemen! And welcome to
the final of the Fourth “21st Century - Shenzhen Daily Cup” Na-
tional High School English Speaking Competition, Senior Sec-
tion. I'm Jason Subler, Beijing correspondent for the Bureau of
National Affairs, and the young lady beside me is Ms. Bu Yang,
who herself has been a champion of a number of English speaking
contests.

Bu Yang: It’s a real honor for me to be the hostess for today’s
contest. In our globalized, interconnected world, the popularity
and importance of English has grown in China. By actively learn-
ing it, we understand more about this colorful world. And by
widely practicing it, we are better equipped to participate on the
world stage. So here we are, together in this Special Economic
Zone of Shenzhen, to enjoy practicing our communication talents,

as well as learning from each other.
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Jason; To encourage greater enthusiasm for English learning, in
2002, China Daily and 21st Century organized the First “21st
Century Cup” National High School English Speaking Competi-
tion in Beijing. The second competition was held in Suzhou in
2003, and the third in Shanghai last year. Now this annual event
is well known and acclaimed by high school students all over the
country. It has also begn chosen by London’s English Speaking U-
nion as China’s qualifying contest for its annual international pub-
lic speaking competition.

Bu Yang: The final of this year’s competition is co-sponsored by
China Daily, the Speak - Shenzhen Organizing Committee, the
Information Office of Shenzhen Municipal People’s Government
and Shenzhen Press Group. It is organized by 21st Century and
Shenzhen Daily.

Jason: China Daily is the largest English-language newspaper
group in China; its purpose is to increase exchange with the rest of
the world. The subsidiary newspaper, 21st Century, was launched
in 1993 with government endorsement. In 2001, 21st Century
Teens was launched to further help the development of English-
learning. This, in turn, was expanded into junior and senior edi-
tions in 2003. In that same year, 21st Century Teens-Kids Edition
joined the paper to provide English-learning resources for primary
school students. In June 2004, 21st Century also published its first
ELT Review for English teachers. So in 12 years of development
and expansion, it has matured into an excellent medium for pro-
moting the use of English and the understanding of world affairs

by students and professionals.
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Bu Yang: As we all know, Shenzhen is an international city. As
communication starts from using a common language, Shenzhen
held the Speak - Shenzhen activity to encourage people to learn to
speak foreign languages. The Information Office of the Shenzhen
Municipal People’s Government also gives us so much supporting.
Jason: And our co-sponsor, Shenzhen Press Group was estab-
lished in 2002. It owns ten newspapers and five magazines. Its
five major newspapers are Shenzhen Special Economic Zone Daily ,
Shenzhen Economic Daily, Shenzhen Evening News, Daily Sun-
shine and Hong Kong Commercial Daily.

Bu Yang: Shenzhen Daily is one of the three English daily news-
papers in China. And it is the only English daily in south China,
launched on July 1st, 1997, the same day when HongKong SAR
was established. Shenzhen Daily has grown into a major source in
China. xinhua. net English edition and other English websites rely
heavily on Shenzhen Daily. It now publishes 16 pages a day,
with wide coverage of current affairs, business and market, cul-
ture, food and travel.

Jason: The target readers of Shenzhen Daily are mainly foreign
visitors and expatriates in Shenzhen, white color workers and
English learners. It is the most recognized newspaper in Shenzhen
among expatriates. Shenzhen Daily has a special edition for Eng-
lish learners called Go English, published on Wednesday. Go
English mainly focuses on paper reading, language learning, and
interaction between readers and editors.

Bu Yang: We trust that today’s competition will, not only, be

another opportunity for the participants to display their public
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speaking skills, but, it will also serve as a forum for contestants to
share their English-learning experiences and ideas. We also trust
that you, the audience, will find that you can relate to this excit-
ing competition.

Jason: So we want to give thanks to all of our supporters, the
sponsors and organizers of the competition. They have all dedica-
ted themselves to promoting English-language study in China.
And that makes it possible that we can be together today, for this
final competition.

Bu Yang: Now, please allow me to introduce our judges. We
have a panel of ten judges including a question master and 9 sco-
ring judges. They are experts in English learning language fields,
in various fields ranging from journalism to English language
teaching. It is my pleasure to introduce them to you. And they
are ;

Jason: Ms. Wu Zunmin, Professor at Beijing Normal University
Bu Yang: Ms. Wang Guizhen, Professor from Guangdong Uni-
versity of Foreign Studies

Jason: Mr. Huang Zicheng, English Teaching Researcher at the
Department of Education of Guangdong Province

Bu Yang: Mr. Verner Bickly, Chairman of Executive Committee
of the ESU (Hong Kong)

Jason: Ms. Linda Warfel, Vice President, Education and Trade,
Asia-Pacific for Scholastic Cooperated.

Bu Yang: Ms. Katherine Smith, Assistant Director of Internation-
al Media, the University of Melbourne

Jason: Ms. Maria Hills, Senior Representative from the British
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Bu Yang: Mr. Shen Xianzhi, Deputy Editor-in-Chief of Shenzhen
Daily

Jason: And Mr. Shen Gang, Director of 21st Century Teens of
China Daily

Bu Yang: The panel also includes a question master who will be
responsible for raising questions to today’s contestants. And he is;
Mr. Mei Deming, Professor of English, Dean of College of Eng-
lish at Shanghai International Studies University. Let’s welcome !
Bu Yang: This year’s competition began back with a preliminary
competitions in Qingdao and Shenzhen. In September a composi-
tion contest was open to schools all over the country. And many
students participated. A panel of judges from the competition’s or-
ganizing committee selected the most outstanding students from the
composition contest. Candidates then underwent a telephone inter-
view to win a place in today’s final contest.

Jason: Let’s have a round of applause for our 51 contestants to
wish them the very best of luck today.

Bu Yang: Next let’s go over the rules of the competition. Each
contestant has 3 minutes to present a prepared speech, and then 3
minutes to answer two questions. The first question is related with
their prepared speech and the contestant chooses the second ques-
tion himself or herself. This question is based on a topic that high
school students are familiar with. For each part, we will alert the
contestants when the time has run out by ringing a bell.

Jason: The topic for today’s prepared speech is / wisi... The

highest possible score is 100 points. The prepared speech accounts
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for 40 points of the total, and the question and answer session for

s3]

the remaining 60 points, 30 points for each question.

Bu Yang: In addition, all participants and their tutors will receive
certificates and book prizes provided by China Daily, Shanghai
Foreign Language Education Press and Tsinghua University
(Press).

Jason: Now let’s go over the procedures for today’s competition.
Twenty-six contestants will give speeches in the morning session,
and twenty-five will speak in the afternoon. At the halfway point
of each session, that is after contestant 13 in the morning and No.
39 in the afternoon, there will be a ten-minute break. The award
ceremony will be held sometime around 5 p. m. .

Bu Yang: OK, let’s stop waiting and warmly welcome Contestant

No. 1.
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