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As architects, we are entrusted with the responsibility to shape
the building environment.

We are called to do it effectively. We are also called to do it responsibly.
Our designs impact how we live. They can affect the way we feel and affect how we work.
They can also affect our ability to relax, while encouraging us to re-energize. Because this is true,
architects are responsible for creating an environment that has the ability to promote our health and
well-being.

Our designs also have an impact on our surroundings, that is, both the natural and manmade context in which
they’re placed. On the one hand, they use energy and resources to construct, operate, maintain, repair and restore.
On the other, they make their mark on the fabric of our communities, requiring architects to study, respect and sustain

contextual characteristics and features, and design a place in response.
As architects, we strive to find the proper balance between all these considerations to create an artful, yet healthy and sustainable

living environment.
We often associate the subject of sustainability with materials that might be labeled as “green” or perhaps, building systems that are

highly technical. These are two of the more popular responses when asked to describe what is sustainable.
Certainly, material choices for any project are important. They should be made with a level of sensitivity to their origin, the energy
embodied in their fabrication, and the way in which they’re assembled and detailed so as to promote durability and longevity. Also, the
choice in building systems is crucial—the manufacturing resources they use, their energy consumption and their required maintenance.
However, health and sustainability in design is a much more rich and complex subject than material choices or technical building systems alone.
In this book, you’ll find a collection of international luxurious homes focused on a sustainable design approach different from what’s considered
popular. It’s an approach that is familiar and elegant, while being sensible, sensitive and refreshingly simple. It’s an approach that doesn’t
necessarily rely on highly technical systems or experimental materials, but bases its effectiveness on the fundamentals of time tested and
understated sustainable design principles.
Some examples you will see include designs that carefully consider how the building sits on the land, views, prevailing breezes, site features
and orientation to the sun. Designing with sensitivity to these existing natural elements not only offers an opportunity to conserve energy by
promoting natural light and ventilation, but lifts our spirits by making us feel better connected to our natural surroundings. They include a
design approach that encourages a strong inside-outside relationship, fostering therapeutic affects of an evening sunset, a rhythmic ocean, or a
tranquil forest. Conversely, the design may discourage the outside from entering in, with the intent to make us feel secure and safe. Whether
real or implied, this too can be seen as a simple sustainable approach, in heightening our sense of well-being.
Other examples develop their designs around a special site feature, such as a rolling hill, a surprising rock outcropping or an old growing
tree. By preserving their characters, not only does the home feel in union with its surroundings, but also the features, by shaping the
architecture, add depth to the design story.
Lastly, you'll find examples of homes using simple, familiar and durable materials, such as stone, wood, steel, glass and concrete.
The permanence of their materials rejects the wasteful notion of temporary. Having a closer look, you'll find that they are not
only the materials familiar and durable, but also assembled in a highly detailed and skillful way, and that they are the details
executed with exceptional care and craft, which are meant to stand the test of time.
It is our responsibility as architects to respond to the call for a healthy and sustainable building environment.
| hope you to find delight in the following pages showcasing architects who have elegantly responded with an
artful, yet simple solution to this design problem. May they be a source of inspiration for you, and may they
be a source of encouragement for the next generation to enjoy a lifestyle of health and sustainability.

—Christopher Kempel, AIA
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33rd StreeT Residence
: Robinson House
Quinta da Baronesa Villa Hendrikx '

. Marcus Beach House
Grecia House :

; . | : . Home For Life :
Fish.House Bch|o£House§ Cube House

Safe _House

Villa Frency ,
Openhouse

House 6 Pr;/or ;
% Casa en el Bosque

Mandeville Canyon Residence _ L

i Carrillo Residence

Bl o Openings Villa Old Oaks, Ljubljana :
Ormond Esplanade Residence



Ontario Residence
Charred Cedar House :

House at Rua Alabarda
Tan Residence : :

) Christie Beach Residence
Cliff House ! ?

Brick House House 2 Project

HC“;JS S Wideopen Villa

Housa 53 i
i Bourke House

T-House . Villa3s ; : ' :
. Lake Travis Retreat Kubler House

Hill House (Nikolina Gora)

House on Fire Island Fray Leon House

Buisson Residence



Architect: Annesley Charles Wilkinson
o Firm: Guz Architects
lSh House Location: Singapore

Area: 726 m?2

Photographer: Patrick Bingham Hall

This modern tropical
bungalow encapsulates
the essence of living in the
hot and humid climate of
Singapore by creating open
spaces which encourage
natural ventilation and
offer residents views to the
ocean.

The main design concept
is to create a house which
has close relationship with
nature and this is achieved
by having a swimmingpool
linking the house with the
landscape and ultimately
visual connections with the
sea.The idea of connection
is reinforced by having the
basement level media-
room with a u-shaped
acrylic window which
allows diffuse natural light
in and also views out into
the pool. The curved roofs,
symbolizing the sea waves,
also emphasize the idea of
the nearby sea. These are
almost totally covered with
thin bendable photovoltaic
panels supplying enough
energy to the house, while
the remaining area is used
as a green roof giving
residents some outdoor
leisure spaces.

Fish House is a modest yet
luxurious residential design
which gives residents
opportunities to live in
harmony and comfortably
with nature.
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Architect: Marcio Kogan General Contractor: Lock Engenharia,

Firm: Studio mk27 arg. Marcelo Ribeiro

Co-author: Diana Radomysler Structure Engineer: Leao & Associados,

Interior Design Co-authors: Diana Radomysler, eng. Joao Rubens Leao

Mariana Simas Location: Sao Paulo, Brazil

Collaborator: Eduardo Chalabi Area: 995 m?

Landscape Architect: Renata Tilli Photographer: Pedro Kok, Romulo
Fialdini
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