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Unit1 Festivals
Balo 1232

Holidays are mostly a time of joy and

togetherness, to be with family and friends, for the
common cause of enjoying a cultural or religious
event. Take a small quiz to test your holiday mood
and see how you would like to celebrate holidays.
Look at the following pictures and choose one
according to your first intuition.
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A Follow Me
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ﬁzworks ['faiowa:ks ] n. b \

firecracker ['faiokraeks ] n. B
commemorate [ko'memoreit ] V. @b
corruption [ka'rapfan] n. & W
despair [di'spea] - n.hv. %R
scatter ['skzeta] V. B
distract [di'straekt ] v. PHR(EAM)ZES
dumpling ['damplip ] n. % F
riddle ['rid1] n. %5
Spring Festival A%
Spring Festival couplets A B
gift money ;R R
family reunion dinner HER
pay New Year'’s visit 45
Lantern Festival o

- sweet dumpling / Tang Yuan 7 B

Qing Ming Festival : HRY
Dragon Boat Festival PR ]
rice dumpling / Zong Zi =T
Double Seventh Festival X4
Mid-Autumn Festival

Double Ninth Festival
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Dia|09v\e One

: Hi, Linda, what’s up?

: Oh, hi. I just finished the final test of Maths.

How did it go?

: Just so so. Anyway, after this test, I'll go home for the winter vacation

and the Spring Festival. 'm missing my family so much.

: Me too. I haven’t seen my parents for three months.
: Time flies! The Spring Festival is only two weeks away.
: How does your family usually celebrate the Spring Festival?

: Every year we celebrate the Spring Festival in almost the same way.

Before the festival, my father goes out to buy necessities for the
New Year, and my mother gives the house a thorough cleaning.

: Then what do you do ?
: My job is to paste Spring Festival couplets, and set off firecrackers.

: Oh, your job is so easy and interesting. Do you have the big meal on

New Year’s Eve at home or in a restaurant?

: We usually have the reunion dinner at home with my grandparents

and myuncle’s families. We like the atmosphere of staying together
at home.

: Yes, being together with family members is the most important thing

in the Spring Festival.
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Dialogu\e Two

: Is this the first time you spend the Dragon Boat Festival in China?
: Yes, it is. I just wonder why it is called the Dragon Boat Festival.

: Simply speaking, it is because people race dragon boats on this

festival.

: Oh, I see. But why do you celebrate the Dragon Boat Festival?

: We celebrate this festival to commemorate Qu Yuan, a minister in Chu

Kingdom in ancient China.

: What did he do?

: He threw himself into a river for despairing over corruption at court.

Then, people scattered rice on the water to distract hungry fish from
his body.

: What a moving story!

: Over the years, the story of Qu Yuan transformed into the traditions

of racing dragon boats and eating Zongzi — a kind of rice wrapped
in bamboo leaves.

:  heard some foreigners are now interested in the dragon boat races.

: That’s right. Every spring there are nearly 60 dragon boat races held

outside of China.

: Maybe next year I can celebrate this festival in Canada.
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Information Links

o The Spnng Festival is the most important festival for the Chinese people and is the
time when all family members get together, just like Christmas in the West.
FVRPEACEFREENT A, HERAFNZENT —H FTHE2— P 2REABAMNE T,

@ The Spring Festival Eve dinner is more luxurious than usual. Dishes such as chicken,
fish and bean curd cannot be excluded, for in Chinese, their pronunciations, res-

ey

pectively “ji”, “yu” and “doufu”, mean auspiciousness, abundance and richness.
BRIMNERREUEFFARL, B NI FIRNXELTON, BAEXEREMNNR
ERNANBAKRBERH THBMEA,

@ The Lantern Festival falls on the 15th day of the 1st lunar month, just after the
Spring Festival. As early as the Western Han Dynasty, it had become a festival with
great significance.

BERAMEATE AZFRL, DXORZTE Y. FPABEXFH, TE b A—NEA
EZRAHTAE,

e “Guessing lantern riddles” is an essential part of the Lantern Festival Lantern owners
write riddles on a piece of paper and post them on the lanterns. Visitors who have
right solutions to the riddles will get a little gift.

FARERETENH —RNEEEN LN EIASKEREESAERL RARMAENEL 4
A EPTREGAEBE NG,

@ The Qingming Festival (Tomb-Sweeping Day) is one of the 24 seasonal division points
in China, falling on April 4-6 each year. After the festival, the temperature will rise
up and rainfall will increase.

FARTEMN —TROFRZ—  HWAAEGFHN4IA48~688, FAFTZIFLES LA BN
B,

@ The Dragon Boat Festival, the 5th day of the 5th lunar month, has had a history of
more than 2,000 years. There are many legends about the evolution of the festival,
the most popular of which is in commemoration of Qu Yuan.
RIAELANEWHRFFEARTEENAL XTEX—FTENVAAFEHREGR, P

LTRORATLRER.

@ Dragon boat racing is an indispensable part of the Dragon Boat Festival. Zongzi is
an essential food of the festival. It is said that people ate them in Spring and
Autumn Period.

RAEARBFRATRDEES, MBETFUREX—F ANEERY, BUAEFKE AN B
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@ The Mid-Autumn Festival probably began as a harvest festival. It was later given a
mythological flavour with legends of Chang E, the beautiful lady on the Moon.
PRI RFTHEZ—NANFUHOTE, AR ATEEMHULHRBENMERERT T ©
HEEX .

@ The Mid-Autumn Festival is celebrated on the 15th day of the 8th month of the lunar
calendar. It is a time for family members to congregate and enjoy the full Moon —
an auspicious symbol of abundance, harmony and luck.

RANATERFPEMHEZT B—F KT, XX, REARNARE R, XEARE R
L fidfnzZ B A

@ The custom of ascending a height to avoid epidemics on the Double Ninth Festival
was passed down from a long time ago. Therefore, the Double Ninth Festival is also
called “Height Ascending Festival”.

EMEFEREBRHONEETRALRM, KERPTXY“BREHH",
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Discussion

Work in pairs. Look at the following six pictures and match them with the
six traditional festivals in China. Then talk with your partner about the way
your family celebrates these festivals.

D E F

( ) 1. the Qingming Festival ( ) 2. the Lantern Festival
( ) 3. the Mid-Autumn Festival ( ) 4. the Double Ninth Festival

( ) 5. the Spring Festival ( ) 6. the Dragon Boat Festival
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wonderland ['wandslend ] n. ATE:

artificial [,azti‘fifal ] adj. A8
ornament ['2:nomant ] n. KA

scarf [ska:f] n. KE P
perfume ['po:fjurm,paffjuim] n. &K
Halloween ['heelou'iin] n. HER
fantastic [faen'tastik] adj. AT

fang [feen ] n. xR F

vampire ['vempaia] n. R s B

witch [witf] n. 4 &

ghost [goust ] n. R
shopping mall XA Wy op o
dress as/like B

Santa Claus FHEA
Christmas stocking 3 3£ Adk
Christmas ornament 3 E A
Christmas rush BN 5 04 W
Thanksgiving Day &
Thanksgiving dinner BB W ERE
Halloween costume 7 EVIRE
Easter Day 51ET




A.
B:

Christmas is coming. Have you done any shopping?

Yes. I went to the shopping mall yesterday and it has become a
Christmas wonderland.

A: A Christmas wonderland?

B:

‘B:

Yes. The mall has been decorated with Christmas trees, artificial
snow, flashing lights and many other shiny ornaments. It was really
like a wonderland for visitors to enjoy.

: Sounds wonderful! What did you buy?

: I had planned to buy presents for each one in my family, but, you

know, it was so crowded and noisy in the mall, so I just bought
some of them.

: During the Christmas shopping season, the malls are always full of

people.

I bought an electronic toy for my nephew, a scarf for my mother, a
bottle of perfume for my sister, and ... a CD for my father.

A: You actually have bought a lot!
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- Dialogme Two |

: Hi, Jack! How did your Halloween party go?

R ™

: It was fantastic! I played a ghost at the party and scared many little
kids.

: Really? How did you do that?

R N

: Well, at first I was not very much sure about the Halloween dress. Then

I thought of an easy way to be a ghost. I just covered myself with a
white sheet and cut out holes for eyes and mouth. I made it!

A: That was really easy. Next Halloween I will play a ghost, too.

B: Maybe you can dress as a blue ghost or a purple one — who said
ghosts can’t be colorful!

A: Good idea! What did your sister dress as? I heard she was good at do-
ing that.

: She wore black clothes and played a vampire with big fangs.

: She was so cool!

: Her costume was so good that I didn’t recognize her.

: Did you knock on the neighbors’ doors asking for candy?

SIS ST SIS

: Come on! We are not little kids!




