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Preface

Guangzhou, with a long history, deposits a rich traditional culture with more than 2000 years. As a source of Lingnan
culture, Guangzhou has a lot of well-known places and historic sites. Since bordering on the South China Sea, it enjoys a mild
climate and evergreen in four seasons. In its north, stand two grand mountains: White-Cloud Mountains and Yuexiu Mountain; and
on the opposite side, runs the broad Pearl River into the sea via Humen, which is comprised of three rivers (the East River, the West
River, and the North River). Nestled between the mountains and the sea, the hills, plains and bench terrace are full of blooming
flowers and green trees, creating beautiful natural scenery. In Qin Dynasty, Guangzhou was already a big city and a busy port in
china.

In the Western Han Dynasty, Zhaotuo, the king of Nanyue kingdom, built a platform in the Yuexiu Mountain. Since he
often mounted to visit there, the platform was also known as "Stage of Singing and Dancing", which is the earliest entertainment
spot in Guangzhou. In the Eastern Jin Dynasty, Tanmoyeshe, a Buddhist of Jibing Kingdom (today's Kashmir), built the Wangyuan
Temple here (today's Guangxiao Temple), which was not only a famous temple at that time but also the earliest place for the Indian
Buddhism to enter into Guangzhou. Then, many temples appeared including the Yuegang Temple (today's Sanyuan Temple), the
Xilai Temple (today's Hualin Temple), the Baozhuangyan Temple (today's Six-Banyan Temple), which are the famous resorts in
Guangzhou now. During the Sui and Tang Dynasties, since Guangzhou being a busy center of foreign trade by sea, many foreign
merchants had come to do business, and together brought the Islamism into Guangzhou. In the Arabia residential area, the
Huaisheng Mosque had been built. This famous landscape was also a starting port of the ancient Marine Silk Road. In the Southern
Song Dynasty, a poet Fangxinru wrote in his poem "Foreign Tower":

On the top of the beautiful Mosque,

Stands a golden rooster,

Which appears indistinctly,

Just like being dancing in the sky;

The round Mosque, as a grain warehouse,
Can be held in the arms of dozens of people;
On the top of the beautiful Mosque,

Hangs a wind-bell,

Which swings rhythmically,

Just like being talking with the wind,
Together with the rooster,

Greet the boats in and out. )

At the same time, located at the outer port of Fuxu village, the temple of South Sea God, known as " Boluo Temple",where
incense keeps burning all the time for thousands of years, was also a famous historic site in Guangzhou. Since the Sea God inside it
could pray the safety for the sailors sailing afar, it has attracted many worshipers both at home and abroad. People often say "when
you visit the temple today, you will merry a wife tomorrow", which proves that Guangzhou people in the past regarded visiting Boluo
Temple as an important matter in their life.

In the Southern Han Dynasty, Liuyan had built a lot of palaces, including Nangong, Daming, Changhua, Ganquan, Wanhua,
Xiuhua, Yuging and Taiwei etc, also other 28 temples. The number of scenic resorts in Guangzhou has increased gradually.
Nowadays, the Herb Garden is the only remaining relic.

Since the Song Dynasty, Guangzhou has been flourishing, with a scene described in the verses as "the sun shining upon the

doors of a thousand families in the pearl-like city, the smoke rising from the chimneys of ten thousand families in the jasper-like




city". Also, named after the eight landscapes of Guangzhou, many famous tourist resorts appeared, which have enjoyed good
reputation through Yuan, Ming and Qing Dynasties, even to this day. Outside the south gate of the city wall, Haishan Tower was
built in the Song Dynasty, which was "the most magnificent sight of Baiyue that even overwhelmed the mountains and rivers with
admiration”. According to recorded history, its scenery was especially charming when the sun shined again after the rain. So, a name
"Haishanxiaoqi" was originated as one of the eight landscapes of Ram City in the Song Dynasty. Among the eight landscapes of Ram
City through the ages, two mountains and one river (White-Cloud Mountains, Yuexiu Mountain and Pearl river) occupy an
important proportion.

The White-Cloud Mountains has many natural scenic spots including Jiulong Well, big and small Waterfall Caves, Heshu
Platform, Feixia Cave, and Hutou Rock. To its southwest, about half a kilometer away, is the Yuhong Cave. To its south, there are
Julong Cave, Dishui Rock, and Calamus Gully. Since Song Dynasty, many famous buildings have been built in the mountains, such
as Longguo Temple, Pujian Temple, Yunzong Villa, Nengren Temple, and Baiyun Temple etc. The man-made and the natural
landscapes bring out the best in each other.

Yuexiu Mountain, also known as "Yuewang Mountain" is the last mountain range of the White-Cloud Mountains. It is
famous for having many historic sites in it. In Han Dynasty, there were 'Yuewang' and 'Chaohan' platforms in the mountain. In Tang
Dynasty, a poet Songzhiwen, mounted Yuewang Platform and wrote down the following verses:

Mounting the high Yuewang Platform,

When to come back?

Looking far from it,

The south sea blends with the sky in one color,

and, the north houses face the sun with open windows;
Enveloped in the clouds and the mist,

The mountain seems incomparably wonderful,

When sunny in one moment, and rainy in the next;
Here, you can pick mandarin oranges in winter,
While, red bayberries in summer.

From the above, you could imagine the scenery of the Yuexiu Mountain at that time. In the Southern Han Dynasty, Liuyan
paved a stone way for the Emperor on the halfway up the mountain, with chrysanthemums on both sides, and built a tower above it.
In Ming Dynasty, Guangzhou's city wall was built in the Yuexiu Mountain, inside which stand the Sea-Dominating Tower and the
Guanyin Temple. That's why it was later also called "Guanyin Mountain". Below are the Yingyuan Temple and
Longwang Temple. In Qing Dynasty, a poet, Chen Gongyun, wrote in his pome "Mounting the Sea-Dominating Tower
on the 9th Day":

Five hills in the north are far below.

The flowing water blends with the sky in the south.

It depicts the picturesque scenery far from the tower. Wang Shizhen also said "The Yuexiu Mountain
stands on the highest land of Guangzhou. Looking down from it, you can see that the Pearl River, a beautiful
ribbon surrounding the mountain, runs into the sea. On the 3rd day of the 3rd Lunar month and the 9th day of
the 9th Lunar month, many Cantonese people go sightseeing here." So, in the early times, Yuexiu
Mountain had already become a well-known tourist resort.

Along the banks of the Pearl River, there are many attractive landscapes. In the north of it, two
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mountains face with each other, just like a door. In the ancient times,a Sea-Controlling Tower was built there, below which was a
"Greedy Spring". Then, down the river, there are Fuqiu Hill, Zouzhu island (today's Haizhu island), Haiyin Island, Chishigang
Island and Pipa Island. In the past, there was Zhuming Temple on the Fuqiu Hill. While at its foot, there was Yixiu Veranda. Lots of
marks of bamboo fence still remain on the island today. On the Haizhu Island, there was Cidu Temple. On the Chigang and Pazhou
islands, two fortune towers were separately built in the Ming Dynasty. On the Pearl River, many boats were in and out. What a
flourishing scene! In the Qing Dynasty; a poet, Fengxun, in his poem "Spending a Summer Holiday on the Pearl River'wrote,

Wearing the close-fitting cotton clothes,

With bamboo hats on,

Those boat dwellers talk and laugh cheerfully;

Suddenly awaken from a sleep,

I heard a sound of people who was selling Litchi.

At the same time, in his "Song of Lingnan's Litchi", the poet Tanying also wrote,

Along the bank of Liubo river,

Fling are the willow leaves;

On the Liubo river,

Come and go the boats,

Which are full of litchi;

The fragrance of litchi floats,

Even the beautiful landscapes on both sides also envy;

Those people in the boats,

As the litchi, are in the bright red wear.

It's as if the former folk customs along the Pearl River are just presented before you.

It's worth mentioning, that since the Tang Dynasty, more and more famous people have moved to Guangzhou from the other
cities, some of them were demoted officers, such as Du Shenyan, Song Zhiwen, WangBo, HanYu, XuHun and Li Qunyu,etc. Deeply
attracted by its scenic spots and historic sites in Guangzhou, they had written down many articles and poems, which later spread
widely and made the places well-known throughout the world. In Northern Song Dynasty, a celebrated poet, Su Dongpo was
demoted to Huizhou city. When passing by Guangzhou, he wrote down many works about its famous sightseeing attractions. In
Yuan Miao Temple, he wrote the article "Zongmian Temple", in Qianfo Tower (today's Six-Banyuan Temple), he inscribed the two
large characters for "Six Banyans" on the temple, and to Calamus Gully, Haizhu Island, Boluo Temple, and Yuri Pavilion, he also
wrote down essays and poems which were inscribed into the stones later. Compared with them, the later descendants, who have
written down the works about Guangzhou's famous places, are much more innumerous. There are also many books that give a
detailed description of the Guangzhou's famous places. Besides Fangzhibeicheng, the other famous ones are the Wangxiangzhi's "A
Collection of Well-Known Places in the Country", the Fangxinru's "Nanhai poems", the Wulai's "Essays of Landscapes, Figures and
Historic Sites in Nanhai", the Guofei and Chen Lanzhi's "Essays of Well-Known Places in Lingnan Area", the Qudajun's "New Essays
of Guangzhou", the Wangshizhen's "Records of a tour around Gaungdong", the Fanfeng's "A Sequel to Nanhai Poems", and the
Qiujuchuan's "A Collection of Historical Documents of Ram City" etc. They are import documents for studying the mountains-and-
waters culture of Guangzhou.

After Opium War, as the western culture poured into Guangzhou, its traditional culture has been gradually changed,




enriched, and finally incorporated into a new cultural system. Guangzhou became one of modern new culture centers in China.
Nowadays, its many landscapes all bear a marked brand of that times, such as tall buildings, arcades, parks, gardens, and streets, etc,
which has not only witnessed the collision and mergence of the oriental and the occidental cultures, but also marked the
improvement of our times.

Moreover, Guangzhou is a cradle of our modern revolution, where many historic events happened that shocked the country,
even the whole world. Up to now, many historic sites of our modern revolution have still been preserved in Guangzhou. The most
famous are Ancient Temple of Sanyuan, Cemetery of the 72 Martyrs at Huanghuagang, Sun Yat-sen Memorial Hall, Luxin Memorial
Hall (the site of the first conference of representatives from Chinese National Party), the Guangdong Peasants Movement Institute,
site of Huangpu Military Academy, Martyrs Cemetery of the Guangzhou Uprising, Memorial of the Guangzhou Uprising, With an
immortal fame, lots of revolutionary sites and relics have cultivated the unique characteristics of a historical and cultural city -
Guangzhou.

In 1921, Guangzhou was formally approved to be Guangzhou Municipality, with its urban district including the Henan
Island in the south, connecting with the White-Cloud Mountains to the north, Zhenbu town to the west, Dongpu town to the east.
After the People's Republic of China was founded, through dozens of years' construction, Guangzhou has leaped to a modern
metropolis, among the best cities in China. Nowadays, Guangzhou has ten districts and two county-level cities, with an area of more
than 7,000 km’. Its city construction has been changing with each passing day as its many tall buildings, hotels, and municipal
architecture become new landscapes of the city. Due to hard working on forestation, excavating man-made lakes, and building parks
for common people, the environment of its urban district has been greatly beautified. Up to now, Guangzhou has had more than 40
municipal-level and district-level parks, and other parks spread over the villages and towns just like stars in the sky. What's more, its
scenic spot of the White-Cloud Mountains has been announced to a key scenic tourist resort of country level by the State Council,
which attracted more than 14,000,000 tourists every year. As for relics, Guangzhou has 18 units preserved by the State Council, 40 by
the provincial government and 140 by the municipality, ranking the first place in all the cities of Guangdong Province. They become
the precious historical and cultural heritages in Guangzhou. With the development of economy, our country and people's
governments of different levels have consecutively appropriated special fund to preserve, renovate the historic relics and artifacts
and improve their management, which has better protected the historical and cultural heritages of Guangzhou.

In Feb. 1982, Guangzhou was firstly announced to be one of the Chinese historical and cultural cities by the State Council.
Since then, the Guangzhou municipality has consecutively taken intensive measures to protect the overall layout and appearances of
the well-known places and historic sites in the city. Many streets and scenic spots full of historical, cultural and traditional
characteristics began to appear one by one, such as the Beijinglu commercial pedestrian street, the Xiaomazhan
academies street, and the Shamian continental living style area etc. They have fully demonstrated the traditional
features of history and culture in Guangzhou.

Through the transformation project of "small change in one year, medium change in three years", great
changes have taken place in Guangzhou. In Dec. 2001, Guangzhou competed for the award of Nations in
Bloom organized by the World Administrative Association of Parks and Recreational Facilities, and finally won
the award International Garden City. These rich historical and cultural heritages in Guangzhou, together
harmoniously blending with the natural landscapes: green mountains and clear rivers, have laid a good
foundation to develop Guangzhou into an ecological city perfectly fit for business and for living. They are
radiating the brilliant rays of our times!

- )05 005)




LEW | R KB LKERE ° RHEER
HS<HEQ@RELSS P - ®HME KX
I A - I X ARHIEHHERRE S
EERER - [THE] Bl 8~L X
HRNBEMN ° HEW I+ EEIRE |
B )R | LD - F &5 de = K8
[Hig] - WeoDwmi 1T &ER

Bk XEK S LE | MRS EERE

WA KR MR T XM B E
BCOCHEHDERHNRLRM T RERLE
X2 g o

LEOH " ZXERESE HKRRED -

CRRE ELEH K

KERKMNICEH L ERIH# - HEFE
+_._J

BOHIRGER | R

B H
C IR B 1 R O

£X 40 88 8 =

HARw
WA - L E | ok R R & A
" KBEERREAXSEETRE " EH
%L?ﬁﬁAfMo$EYQMIﬂ,ﬁf
<VRMNUEERREE K| ERE
ﬂ,ﬁ%%%®ﬁﬁi\ﬁﬁﬁaﬁéﬁﬁ
Ki) "Wt KEapRERRLE | EEEH
HHE "  RKEeEL&HEXE °

M

KBEUERXITHOR " ®= " /KL=
U RHEAHECBRERNEEMERIE - &
KEEXIUrKEWNRRDAE < XK
TR EERESERIRKEsE °

H ﬁ

®

®

@



A HISTORICAL LINGNAN CITY

Guangzhou is a famous city with a long history. As early as the eighth year of
Emperor Zhou Yi Wang (887 B.C.), Xiong Qu, the head of Chu State, set up “Chu
Ting” in Guangzhou. Then, a beautiful legend emerged, which goes like that five
celestials riding on five rams brought spikes to the residents of Guangzhou and
wished that there would be bumper harvests and no famine any more from then on.
That's why Guangzhou has been called “ Chu Ting” and “ Yang Cheng” in the
early times. In the thirty-third year of Emperor Qin Shi Huang (214 B.C.), Qin
unified Lingnan, Ren Xiao of Nanhai prefecture built “ Ren Xiao” city in
Guangzhou. Up to now, it has had a history with more than two thousand and two
hundred years. Since Qin and Han Dynasties, Guangzhou has been not only the
political, economic, cultural and military center in Lingnan area, but also the
capital for three dynasties. It is an accumulation of rich cultural heritages, an
embodiment of the cream of the Lingnan culture.

Among the historical sites in Guangzhou, the earliest one is the Yue Wang
well of Nan Yue Kingdom. And the other famous ones are the Guang Xiao Temple
of Jin Dynasty, the Huai Sheng Mosque of Tang Dynasty, the herb garden and the
Liu Hua Bridge of Southern Han Dynasty, the Sea-Domination Tower, the Five -
Immortal Temple and the first tower in Lingnan of Ming Dynasty and so on.
Besides, there are many famous relics under the ground including the shipyard site
of the Qin and Han Dynasties, the tomb of the king of Nanyue Kingdom and the
relics of the Palace of the Nanyue Kingdom etc. Since the Modern Times,
Guangzhou has been the bridgehead when lots of western advanced culture and
science poured into China. With the blending of the oriental and the occidental
cultures, Guangzhou people have formed their distinctive opening spirit - people
like to accept the new things and thoughts from the foreign countries. During this
period, the historic sites have included the Sacred Coeur Cathedral, Da Xin
Department Store (Today's Nan Fang Building), and Ai Qun Hotel, whose fashion
style has ever been the symbolic building of Guangzhou.

Lots of artifacts and relics in various periods have witnessed the long
historical evolution and development of Guangzhou. They constitute the cultural
landscapes and cultural atmosphere of this metropolis, which bear great value to

research and development.
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The Five Ram Statue
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