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The International Public Speaking
Competition is one of the English-Speaking
Union’s most widespread and popular
international programs. It has three overall
objectives:

*to give young people practical experience in
the fundamental skills of public speaking.

*to give students from a variety of countries
and backgrounds a chance to meet, exchange
views and form friendships.

*to provide a focus for the learning of effective
English and communication skills among young
people in countries where English is not the first
language.

The first competition was held in 1984 and
included speakers from five countries. Since then
the competition has expanded rapidly,
particularly since the early 1990s with the
inclusion of Central and Eastern Europe.

This year’s competition is the largest to date
both in terms of countries and speakers. They
are speakers from Georgia, Moldova and Morocco,
all of whom are competing for the first time.
Speakers are all winners or runners-up of the



English-Speaking Union’s National Public
Speaking Competitions in their own countries or
winners of similar competitions. This competition
forms the last day in a four-day program in
London that has included a tour of the House of
Parliament, a trip to the theatre, workshops on
debating and a mock Parliamentary debate.

The HSBC Group

Headquartered in London, HSBC is one of the
largest banking and financial services
organizations in the world. The HSBC Group’s
international network comprises more than 5,000
offices in 79 countries and territories, operating
in the Asia-Pacific region, Europe, the Americas,
the Middle East and Africa.

Through a global network linked by advanced
technology, the Group provides a comprehensive
range of financial services: personal, commercial,
investment and private banking; trade services;
cash management; trustee services; pension and
investment fund management; treasury and
capital markets services; consumer and business
finance; securities and custody services; and
insurance.



The English-Speaking Union

The English-Speaking Union was Launched in 1918
with the aim of forming closer ties between the English-
Speaking peoples. Originally intended to promote
Anglo-American friendship and understanding, the
ESU has grown to embrace the Commonwealth and,
more recently, the promotion of the English language
in counttries on all five continents.

Non-political and non-governmental, the ESU is a
membership organization with ESUs or representation

in over 40 countries worldwide. Registered as an
educational charity, the ESU offers a range of cultural
activities, seminars and exchange scholarship, all aimed
at furthering international understanding through the
widening use of the English languag
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The Opening

Valerie Mitchell (ESU Director General):
Ladies and Gentlemen, participants and friends
of the English—Speaking Union! It gives me great
pleasure to welcome you all to the final of the
International Public Speaking Competition 1999.
I would like to extend our thanks to HSBC
Holdings, PLC, for giving us the opportunity to
hold this wonderful final here in this very
beautiful hall. We also appreciate all the support
which they have given to our competition during
the time our participants have been with us here
in London. I should also like to extend our thanks
to our international members who have done so
much to run these competitions within their own
country, to our national members here in the UK
who will be offering home hospitality to all the
participants of this particular competition. I also
would like to extend our thanks to Anna Debska,
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our international officer who has organized this
competition and so ably aided by Caroline Coop,
to Trevor Saither, the head of our International
Scientific Communication Debate and to Jonathan
Hills who has helped the participants during this
week with their public speaking and their
debating. It is now my pleasure also to welcome
our distinguished panel of judges. I look at Martyn
Lewis, who really needs very little introduction,
who has taken on this honorous task of chairing
the panel this afternoon. Martyn Lewis, apart
from anything else, who is the well-known
broadcaster, is also a great friend and supporter
of the English—Speaking Union. I would also like
to welcome here today Gillian Hyslon-Smith, who
has been again a great supporter of our ESU. She
sits on the panel who selects our scholars for their
secondary school educational scholarships to the
United States of America. And also to Sir John
Birch, a former English—Speaking Union scholar,
and also a friend of the ESU. So I think you are in

“excellent hands this afternoon. This particular

competition is one of the most important programs
which we run throughout the world. And we’re
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very fortunate that we have forty-eight
participants from twenty-seven countries
represented here this afternoon. We really have
enjoyed welcoming all of you to the family of the
ESU this week. We’ve enjoyed having you so
much, and also I hope that you've enjoyed being

- with us. I know that you will have had a very

special experience in this country and you've
taught us a great deal during your time with us.
The winner of this competition will go on to receive

~award from the president of the English-

Speaking Union, His Royal Highness, the Duke
of Edinburgh, at Buckingham Palace. But another
surprise this year is that we are holding an
international conference, the World Members
Conference, in Sidney, Australia, at the end of
August, beginning of September. And during that
particular conference we’re going to have a youth
forum. And the winner of this competition will be
invited to go to Sidney and form part of that forum.
Our members in forty-five countries contribute to
worldwide harmony and peace through the
educational programs which are round for young
people which they support. We feel it is so
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important that we have your help throughout the
world. And we are so proud of this particular
competition which plays its part in bringing young
people from all over the world. For those who take
part, we feel that you actually emerged more
equipped to go home and to contribute to your own
community. We also feel that you have gained a
much wider knowledge of the broader based world.
And here we also hope that you are taking back
new friendships with you. I wish you all this
afternoon every very best of luck. You have done
an outstanding job, and I've said this to all the
participants, that you’ve actually reached this
final here in London during this week, you have
been winners in your own right and as I sat and
listened to some of those preliminary heats this
afternoon, you are all outstandingly talented
young people. And many of you will be the leaders
of tomorrow. But for you, who will be participating
now, I wish you luck and I'm going to sit down
and really enjoy it. Thank you all very much
indeed.

Speaker of the House: Ladies and Gentlemen,
I'm afraid this is candidates’ worst nightmare
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‘cause we were on it here before noon, but I'm just
gonna run through some items and procedures
for the speeches today. First of all, I don’t know
why anyone would want to leave a room as
wonderful as this but if for any reason you do feel
the need to leave during proceedings, can we ask
that you do not do so during speech but wait until
the break between them. Secondly I will pull up
the speakers in turn. Between each speech there
may be a short delay while I just wanna make
sure the judges have finished writing their notes.
Each speaker will have five minutes to give their
speech. In fact there will be a knock of the gabble,
which sounds a bit like this. It sounds exactly like
that. At four minutes fifteen seconds, at five, and
then again five and it’s forty-five seconds to give
a guide to the speaker. We’re not entirely strict
about five minutes but if for any reason they go
up to six and a half minutes I will ask them to sit
down promptly and very curtly. This has never
happened yet. There will then be a question period
of two minutes and after the speeches we will in
fact invite questions from the floor. This will be
the opportunity for the speakers to demonstrate



