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Preface

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization ( UNESCO for short hereinafter) has
launched a worldwide cause to promote the protection of cultural and natural heritage of outstanding universal value
since 1972 when it adopted the Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage
(the Convention for short hereinafter) . Ratifying the Convention in 1985, China has actively participated in rela-
tive international affairs and made unremitting efforts in the nomination, protection and management of the world
heritage and in international exchanges in this field, making world-renowned progress. By the end of 2011, China
had had 41 world heritage properties, including 29 cultural sites and 4 mixed sites.

The State Administration of Cultural Heritage (SACH for short hereinafter) is the competent authority respon-
sible for the world cultural heritage in China and always attaches great important to and makes active efforts on the
nomination, protection, management and research of the world cultural heritage. In recent years, SACH increased
property reserves and strengthened heritage conservation by timely updating the China’s Tentative List for World
Heritage Inscription. Meanwhile, SACH has launched major protection programs for a batch of the world cultural
heritage including the Shanhaiguan Pass-section of the Great Wall, the Mountain Resort and its Outlying Temples in
Chengde, and started the establishment of the monitoring and pre-warning system for China’s world cultural heritage
sites. All such efforts have significantly improved the protection, display, monitoring and management of the world
cultural heritage.

Meanwhile, SACH organized professional teams to conduct thematic studies on the world cultural heritage. Fo-
cusing on the latest development of the world heritage and the actual needs in the practical protection and manage-
ment of domestic cultural heritage, these thematic studies based on in-depth investigation of heritage sites and rela-
tive theoretical analysis and case study abroad, have yielded the concept and methods of the protection and manage-
ment suitable for the world cultural heritage. They presented a panoramic and systematic picture of the current sta-
tus in this regard in China, provided sufficient theoretical bases for strengthening the protection and management of
all new types of cultural heritage, and laid a solid theoretical foundation for giving full play to the important influ-
ence of the world cultural heritage, encouraging the wide participation of all stakeholders and promoting the all-a-
round, coordinated and sustainable social and economic development in the heritage sites.

In Year 2012, to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the Convention this year, the UNESCO World Heritage Cen-
ter launched the “ World Heritage and Sustainable Development” campaign, and received enthusiastic response
from States Parties all over the world. SACH has organized a series of activities, including the publication of The
World Heritage and Sustainable Development as an important part. The book covers the research results of world her-
itage projects entrusted to some institutes, including S thematic study summaries on World Cultural Heritage Protec-
tion and Economic Development in the Heritage Sites, Nomination of the Cultural Route for the World Heritage,
Cultural Landscape, the Sustainable Development Mode and Appraisal System in World Cultural Heritage Sites,
World Cultural Heritage and the Community Development.



Preface 3

These thematic studies reflect Chinese professionals’ knowledge and understanding on some major issues con-
cerning the world heritage. As efforts on protecting and researching the world cultural heritage go further in future,
we will reap more fruits from research and will have deepened deliberation and exploration on these issues. We
hope the publication of the book will help more people know about China’s world cultural heritage and about the de-
velopment and the future of our projects; meanwhile, we also hope it will provide professional reference for the pro-
tection and management of the heritage sites with the view of strengthening the capability building of the heritage
sites and substantially improving the capacity to manage and protect the world cultural heritage in China.

This book is hereby dedicated to the 40™ anniversary of the Convention concerning the Protection of the World
Cultural and Natural Heritage. Also heartfelt gratitude and best respect shall be given to governments of heritage
sites, departments, protection authorities, scholars and experts and friends from all walks of life for their outstand-
ing contribution to the initiation and development of the world cultural heritage cause in China. Besides, this book
is also to convey Chinese colleagues’ determination and confidence to carry out the spirit of the Convention and pro-

mote the sustainable development of international cultural heritage cause with all their might.

State Administration of Cultural Heritage
People’s Republic of China
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