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Abstract

Zhao Bi is an important writer of the early Ming and
his Xiao Pin Ji an important work of the time. The book is
a symbol of the drastic change that legend fiction writing
of the early Ming shifted its narrative style from “Emotion-
biased” to “Rrationality-biased”, but also a representative
of the Poem-prose-fiction wave of the Ming. This study
takes a textual approach to the life of Zhao and his Xiao Pin
Ji, aiming to provide a full picture of the intrinsic creative
motivation of the writer under the historical context of
the early Ming. The study also looks into the underlying
significance of the text, history of edition variation, the
original cause of the narrative style, and the historical
position of the book.
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