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Zheng Xinmiao

ABSTRACT:

The content and value of the concept 'Gugong' encompass at least three as-
pects: the buildings and architecture of the Gugong; the collections of an-
tiquities in the Gugong; and the relationship of the Gugong to people and
events. All three aspects are of the greatest significance for national tradi-
tion and historical culture. The concept of 'Gugong culture' refers to the
uniqueness, richness, totality and symbolic nature of the culture of the em-
peror and the imperial family (palace culture) which is at the core of the in-
stitution of the emperor, the palaces of the emperor and imperial power.
The objectives in proposing the discipline of 'Gugong studies' are strength-
ening comprehensive research on the Gugong and excavating the deeper
meaning of the objects in the collection of the Gugong. The promotion and
establishment of this discipline can: strengthen our understanding and ex-
planation of antiquities (cultural relics) and improve the protection of our
historical and cultural heritage; benefit the breaking down of disciplinary
boundaries, and so further the deeper study of palace history and culture;
and create a sense of an integrated Gugong culture that can provide an aca-
demic 'home' for the study of the many objects from the Gugong now scat-
tered around the world. Gugong studies will also play a role in raising pub-
lic awareness and knowledge of the Gugong in its totality, and provide a
focus for international scholars to pursue their research from various disci-
plinary perspectives, thereby promoting the internationalisation of Gugong

studies.

KEY WORDS:

Gugong; Gugong culture; Gugong studies; research significance.
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