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Preface

A scholar said that the city of Suzhou is built by the culture and only the culture can straighten her back; an official said
the culture of Suzhou is the most charming and competitive.

Suzhou, called the waterside city and the paradise on earth, is located in the core area of the Yangtze River Delta.

It holds the network of Taihu Lake and the key post of Grand Canal. The richer land fosters more talents. It is one of
the birthplaces of Chinese civilization.

The cultural accumulation and inheritance in a long history endows a unique and integrated cultural landscape to
Suzhou. The Stele "Map of Pingjiang" of Song Dynasty, engraved in 1229, now is the earliest city ichnography in the
world. The layout of Suzhou "the lands and rivers lying like the double chessboards" does not change greatly up to now.
The scene of "the whitewashed wall with dark gray tiles" and "the water flowing under the small bridges" let the people
everywhere feel a kind of gentle cultural charm and elegant cultural atmosphere in the space of an oriental waterside city.
It is peaceful and harmonious.

The rich heritage of Wu culture, beauty with connotation, not only contains the substantial forms such as the 2,500-year-
old waterside city, the classical gardens, the old streets and houses, but also the art forms such as Pingtan Opera, Kun
Opera, Su Opera, Taohuawu Woodcut, Calligraphy and Painting of Wumen School, Silk, Embroidery and Craftwork etc.
Suzhou is full of talents from ancient to today. The rich human resource, the profound cultural foundation, the mature
cultural mentality and the strong cultural atmosphere let Suzhou become the living cultural heritage and the charming city
in China, even in the world.

The museum is an important stage to show the charm and competition capacity of the city. Suzhou Museum, led by the
government, is a comprehensive museum concerning the local culture and history. It is the earliest museum and has the
strongest comprehensive strength in Suzhou. On the basis of the protection and development of the Residence of Prince
Zhong of Taiping Heavenly Kingdom (National Priority Preservative Unit of the Cultural Relics), the status of Suzhou
Museum is pivotal as a significant public cultural place. Suzhou Museum collects over 30,000 cultural relics and is expert
in the unearthed relics, ancient craftwork, calligraphy and painting of Ming and Qing Dynasty. Some cultural relics, from
her texture to shape, not only have the local characteristic, but also have the evidence of the cultural exchange with the
surroundings.

As the public cultural establishment for the collection, protection, research and exhibition of the human cultural
heritage, the museum reflects the civilization and character of a city, reflects the taste, connotation and history of a city.
It is the concentration and inheritance of the civilization memory. Today, the museum already becomes a kind of cultural
expression universally in the nations and regions. Its purpose is to serve the society and the social development. With
the background of modernization and globalization, the significance of the museum and cultural heritage is highlighted
increasingly. It shoulders the important task of the culture Identity and inheriting. And it is indispensable to the modern
people for pursuing their high-quality spiritual life. The museum, simultaneously, increasingly becomes the important
support to the cultural, economic and social development of the nations and regions.

In the 2520th anniversary of the establishment of Suzhou city, the New Suzhou Museum, designed by Mr. [.M.Pei
who is a famous architect, begins to show her new appearance. The innovative design concept is "Chinese style
with innovation, Suzhou style with creativity" and the harmonious design principle is "not high, not large and not
projecting". Through the bold and meaningful site choice and the high-quality construction, the new museum becomes
a modern comprehensive museum with the humanism connotation. It not only has the character of Suzhou classical
garden, but also the simple geometric form of modern art, the exquisite structural layout and the complete function.



The construction of the new museum makes full use of the space resource to advocate the culture, harmonious with
the heritage, art expression and technological development. The new museum is adjacent to the classical gardens such
as the Humble Administrator Garden, the Residence of Prince Zhong and The Lion Forest Garden. They enhance each
other's beauty and become a varied historical and cultural gallery. The New Suzhou Museum is the last work of Mr.
I. M. Pei in his career and will be an immortal and classical construction in the world. The new museum is not only a
symbolic public construction in Suzhou, but also becomes an innovative mark, which bridges the Chinese architectural
culture from the tradition to the future. The new museum, simultaneously, pushes the career of the cultural heritage of
Suzhou to a new stage and turns a new page of Suzhou Museum.

Improving the hardware and software, and creating the cultural brand of Suzhou Museum is the need of developing
the cultural productivity and satisfying the increasing cultural requirement of the people; it is the concrete practice of the
civilization construction and the realization of the harmonious development of the economy and culture in Suzhou; It is
also the historical duty endowed by time. We will successively publish a series of books about the collections of Suzhou
Museum, their protection and research. Let more people know the collections, exhibitions, and historical and cultural
development of Suzhou Museum. It also can promote the academic research, exalt the social reputation and status, and
fully embody the social value and cultural function of Suzhou Museum.

Suzhou in misty rain likes a painting or a poem. Under the background of the modernization, the antiquity still can be
seen everywhere in the ancient city. It is quiet, clear and beautiful. Not only the people of the museum, but also the people
living in the land have the duty to hold the spiritual homeland of the culture and have the responsibility to protect, inherit

and spread the valuable cultural heritage.

Tang Yulin
2009.5
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Preface

Suzhou, known as the paradise in the human world and one of the 24 Chinese Cities of Historical and Cultural Fame
officially appointed by the State Council, has been famous since its ancient time for its beautiful landscape and long history.
Suzhou has accumulated a deep local context with generations of scholars in its Jiangnan impressionistic landscapes and
delicate corridor in private parks. Lots of scholars have been famous for their poems and books. Particularly in the Ming
and Qing dynasties, there were a large number of book collectors and engravers, such as Qian Qianyi, Wang Shizhong and
Qu Qijia. Through years, there are still a number of ancient books and manuscripts held in various public institutions and
private collectors. Many of them are rare editions, witnessing Suzhou’s cultural relics with its 2,500-year history and also the
precious cultural heritage of the Chinese nation and the whole human.

The Suzhou Museum was founded in 1960. At its foundation, the predecessors of the museum and the Suzhou Cultural
Relics Management Committee were actively searching for ancient books and documents. During that time, many community
leaders generously donated their private collections, such as Mr. Li Genyuan, Ms. He Zehui, Professor Gu Yidong. During
the Cultural Revolution, the Suzhou Museum also protected and saved a lot of valuable precious ancient books, and preserved
them in good condition. If without their unselfish search, there will no piles of ancient books in the museum’s library. They,
as well as those scholars in the history, are the watcher and blazer of the fire of the museum, the city, and the nation.

There are more than 100,000 ancient Chinese books (including scrolls, albums of paintings or calligraphy, etc.) in the
museum’s library. The quantity might not be large, but they are delicate and rare, and especially the Buddhist scrolls, local
documents, stele rubbings, and celebrities’ manuscripts are very unique collections. Since the national census of ancient
books in 2007, 56 types of ancient books of the museum have been selected as the national precious ancient books, and 127
ones have been selected as Jiangsu provincial precious books, and many of them are precious in historical documents, scholar
information, and artistic treasures. The representative Buddhist scrolls are two editions of Lotus Sutra, one is a manuscript
written in the year of 956, and the other is engraved in the early Northern Song Dynasty or earlier. The two are the museum’s
most precious collections. Other fine collections also include the engraved editions in the Song and Yuan dynasties, such as
Collections of Donglai Minister Lv and Zhengde Gusu Chorography.

One of the museum’s feature collections is the manuscripts, transcriptions and revisions of Qing dynasty books. It includes
not only diaries of gentilities’ poems, such as Diaries of Pan Shi’en, Diaries of Pan Zuyin and Diaries of Hong Jun, but also
scholars’ works in the modern history, such as Annalistic Bibliotheca Poem of Ye Changzhi’s manuscript. It also includes the
Blood of Taiping Heavenly Kingdom of Xie Jiafu’s manuscript. The most surprising one is the manuscript of Wujun Articles
Selection in eighty volumns.

The time flies day and night. But literati generation after generation quietly and painstakingly composed books one by one
in their short lives. They passed away, but their works are still alive in the world. Wish each visitor to the museum and each
reader sitting in the library will treasure these precious legacies of our forebears. May we cherish these rare and precious

books. Only in this way, we can pass these beautiful books from generation to generation.
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