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Preface

Preface

Beijing, the capital of our great motherland, a long history,
culture and city was infinite longing.

Ever since she was named capital of Jin Dynasty in the first year
of Zhenyuan(1153), Beijing, as the capital of Yuan, Ming, Qing, early
Republic of China, as well as the People’s Republic of China, has over
eight hundred and fifty years history as the capital. In the meantime,
she accumulates profound and precious cultural heritage.

Among these heritages, the central axis is the most outstanding
and striking, Beijing’s central axis runs directly through the heart of
the ancient capital from the Bell Tower in the north to the Yongding
Gate in the South, extending 7.8 kilometers. The axis links a string of
historic sites including Yongding Gate, Qianmen Gate, Tian’anmen,
the Forbidden City, Jingshan hill, Di’anmen(demolished),
Wanningqiao, and the Drum Tower. on the east and west of
the axis symmetrically lie the Temple of Heaven and Temple of
Agriculture(Xian nong Tan),the Temple of Land and Grain and
the Imperial Ancestral Temple, the Temple of Sun and the Temple
of the Moon along with the ‘street emblem’archetectures including
Dongdan Archway and Xidan Archway , Dongsi Archway and Xisi
Archway that once stood at the end of streets. All the names and
locations of gates to the inner and outer wall, imperial city and palace
are based on the central axis; they are symmetrically located and work
in concert. All these make central axis seem just like the backbone
of the city; under its support, the city forms its well-balanced and

harmonious pattern. ‘Ruler faces south to govern’ is the conception
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and political implication of the North-south central axis, which is also
the historic and cultural value of the north-south central axis.

How was the central axis determined? Professor Hou Renzhi,
who is renowned at home and abroad, a well-known historical
geologist in Peking University attributes the location of the central
axis to Shichahai Lake. He claims Shichahai Lake serves as the basis
and reference for the axis.

In Kublai Khan years, the early days of Zhiyuan, in the design
of Dadu(Beijing in Yuan dynasty), designers mainly Liu Bingzhong
etc. positioned the geometric center of the city and built the central
balcony at the north east bank of Jishuitan(Present Shichahai).
Then a southward tangent line from the central balcony, extending
through the apex on the curvy east bank of Jishuitan( Wanninggiao
at Di’anmen) were made, which was the central axis of Dadu in Yuan
dynasty. All main buildings of Dadu including palaces, temples, walls
and the gates were designed and laid out by the central axis as well as
the main latitudinal and longitudinal streets.

The beginning of Ming chose Jinling(i.e Nanjing) as their
capital, renamed Yuan Dadu peiping and abandoned its north. They
rebuilt the north wall of Peiping 5 li south of the north wall of Dadu,
including Desheng Gate and Anding Gate. Emperor Hongwu passed
the throne to his grandson, Zhu Yunwen, i.e emperor Jianwen. To
reinforce his power, emperor Jianwen, under the support of the
ministers, implemented the policy of ‘eliminating kingdoms’ to
weaken the power of his uncles, appointed kings all over the country
and caused a civil war in which the king of Yan stationed in Peiping
waged the ‘Jingnan’ battle, broke into the jinling, then he seized
the throne and changed the reign into Yongle. In the first year of
Yongle (1403) , Peiping was renamed as Peking, Jinling was named
as Nanjing. In the fourth year, large scale construction of the city
began, in which the city were extended 2 li south and formed the
inner city of Peking. In the 18" year of Yongle (1420) ,the capital
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was moved to Beijing. In the late years of Jiajing, the outer city on the
south of inner city was built which finally formed the “ 1" shape
pattern. It should be pointed out that the city construction in Yongle
is based on the foundation of central and south Dadu. Therefore,
the central axis of the whole city is the same as the central axis of
Dadu in Yuan dynasty. However, compared with the axis of Dadu,
it was strengthened and developed, gradually became complete and
outstanding.

The palace of Beijing in Ming dynasty i.e the forbidden city
has more splendid gates and courts together with a more rigorous
and more symmetrical layout. The front court has three great halls
including Hall of Fengtian( later changed to hall of Huangji), Hall of
Huagai(later changed to Hall of Zhongji) and Hall of Jinshen(later
changed to Hall of Jianji) while the back court has three palaces i.e
Palace of Heavenly Purity, the Hall of Union and Peace, the Palace
of Earthly Tranquility, which all situated on the central axis from
south to north. Without a doubt, the forbidden city is the most grand
and magnificent symbolic architecture complex on the central axis.
According to the tradition of “ancestral temple on the left, god
of land and grain temple on the right” , the two most significant
sacrificial architectures in Ming Dynasty were moved to the front of
the forbidden city which made the central axis more noticeable. To
the north of the forbidden city, an earth five-peak hill was piled up
with the earth from the excavation of Tongzihe river and Nanhai Lake,
named as Wansuishan, known as Jingshan or Meishan which serves
both as the back screen of the forbidden city and the commanding
height of Beijing. The central peak of Wansuishan situates precisely on
the central axis. The newly built Wansuishan makes the central axis up
and down and enriched its scenery. The central balcony built at the
north end in Yuan dynasty was changed to the Bell and Drum Towers
in Ming dynasty. As the time service centet, the Bell and Drum tower
stands on the northeast bank of Shichahai lake, overseeing the whole
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city. In addition, the Temple of Heaven and Temple of Agriculture for
the sacrifice rites to the gods of heaven and earth for harvest were built
respectively on the east and west 5-6 li south of the Zhengyangmen
Gate. They were enclosed in the outer wall built in Jiajing years on
east and west sides of Yongdingmen Gate, which extended the central
axis southward to Yongdinggate. Besides, the architectural complexes
of Temple of Heaven and Temple of Agriculture made the south end
of the central axis even more striking and enriched its history and
culture.

In Qing Dynasty, in addition to the name changes of some gates
and palaces, the most important change was the building of pavilions
on the five peaks of Jingshan, i.e Zhoushang Pavilion, Guanmiao
Pavilion, Wanchun Pavilion, Jifang Pavilion,and Fulan Pavilion from
east to west. Among these pavilions, the Wanchun Pavilion stands on
the central peak, right on the central axis.Shouhuang Hall was built to
the north of Jingshan. comprises the changes of central axis in Qing
dynasty.

Since the founding of People’s Republic of China, with the
development and construction of the capital, the central axis turns
on a new appearance. Especially after the Tian’anmen square was
reformed, the national flag post, Monument to People’s Heroes and
the Mausoleum of Chairman Mao all locate on the central axis and
add to its cultural connotation and attraction. Her further northward
extension with the building of Asia Games and Olympic Games
stadiums will endow the central axis with infinite vitality.

In short, the central axis of Beljing derives from Yuan, forms in
Ming. Qing and continues to develop at present. As the backbone
of the city and central nerve of Beijing, she demonstrates the wisdom
and cohesion of the Chinese people. The perfect image and profound
cultural connotation not only take the Chinese pride but also attract
people all over the world. Now, relevant department are working to

apply for world cultural heritage for the Central axis which is the wish
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of all Chinese people.

To cooperate with the central axis’s bid for World Cultural
heritage, the Shichahai Research Society organized scholars and
compiled the book “Shichahai and the Central Axis of Beijing” in
order to promote the publicity of the Central Axis and expand her
influence. At the same time, take the opportunity to further explore
and pass on the history and culture of Shichahai. The book mainly
introduces the role of Shichahai in the determination of the Central
Axis in the building of Dadu in Yuan dynasty and the relation
between Shichahai and the Central Axis as well as comments of
experts and scholars at home and aborad on the Central Axis of
Peking——"“miracle in world, peak of civilization” , then changes
of the Central Axis from Ming. Qing to present are elaborated with
focus on sceneries on or near the Central Axis in the Shichahai
Historical culture Conservation Districts of historic sites including
the Bell and Drum Tower, Wanningqiao Bridge, Chenggingzha dam,
Temple of Fire Lord, Guangfuguan Abbey, Di’anmen, business streets
like Di’anmenwai street and Gulouxi street as well as famous Hutongs
(alley)such as Yandaixiejie, Baimixiejie etc.The book also provides
suggestions on the Central Axis’ application for the World Cultural
Heritage and the development and protection of the Shichahai
Historical Culture Conservation District. In a word, it is a precious
major that links Shichahai to the Central Axis, worth reading.

We believe, with the application for Culture Heritage of the
central axis, the historical Culture of Shichahai will win renown all
over the world and be inherited and developed in a better way.

Shichahai Research Society
November 6" 2012
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