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The Translators/Interpreters In the First Opium War,
1839-1842

Part Two; Translators/Interpreters of the British Camp
Lawrence Wang—chi Wong

Abstract. This present paper is Part Two of “The Translators/Interpreters in the

First Opium War, 1839-1842”, handling mainly the translators/interpreters who

w EERER, ARG A P K B R R R [ SR B 9T BT B R A 5T AR, LR 3 i : Iwewong @
cuhk. edu. hk,
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served the British during the Opium War. The backgrounds, activities and
contributions of individual translators/interpreters will be analysed to portray a
comprehensive picture of the multiple roles played by them in this important historical
event. The last section touches on the language and translation ability of the
interpreters, relating it to the concerns of the British government for an effective

communication with the Chinese government.

Key words: Translation studies; the First Opium War; John Robert Morrison;

Charles Gutzlaff; Robert Thom

FE(E— OB R A h R EE— R PO EE ) —SCE, BRI K
E—HRUEE A, BN T RS AR ARG R KW EMNER, &
3 8 T ANMB BOR TR 8 2 U BV T BB AR, B R A R 2R Rt B B
FAANRE, LSS TN T2 g, BRZEMARN D A BRESS
BEHFIEC, A5 —H, L&FEEEIN RAKRNKEE, 755 P E BT
g, — HARR G AR T 5 A I EE . RAEK 1637 45— KR5S
[ 24T 51 5 I, 5 DU BA Y BUE /R (John Weddell, 1583-1642 ) fi 43 4% 24 it H fh Bk
MERREAD B E M, FRT -2EHETENHA-BHEE, AR
A BEAh, 1872 4RAESE 45— UORE [ B 2 [ B, B B /R JE (George Lord
Macartney, 1737-1806) BIJR & &I {&# #7124 %4 ( George Leonard Staunton, 1737-1801)
TR RR, AR B GE RN RED, At B TEUMEN—IER
PR 80 20 E AR &P 3, Tt B R iR R D /R BE A GER B
BARRGIRE DU S 4 7 DB S RS A R B, S E 59— 7E) N 4 B (Canton

O EEER:B-UWE SR P WEE . LR h RS (BE P (2011)) 8 8 (2011) ( 115 5
B2 M AL ,2011) , BT 82-113,

@ ARG ERHAMREMBIFENE, TS EEE (BE SR R PR TR g Rs),
CHRIFIEADIE S B 1 HI(2012 483 ), T 41-67. ALK RAEME H 8% a8, T2 4%,
(BERBHEH BRI , (P RBIERER NIRRT S 63 #9(2000 43 A), 51 97-145,
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System) 3¢ [ R EDE 2 & 5 2 #b B 53 0074 8, M1 968 B H LR 7R = fE 1 b
BV RTFEAE E N AR, 4R R E A RN SCEE R, RITEH I
Bt T3 188 2 1) B K 7 AR 55 O AN W RO,

FEXAEE L, — N EEREYT RS — (3 B 15 # + 5303 (Robert
Morrison, 1792-1834) k%, X T S3Lik B C B RHIREHE I T 22§
3C, WS T ARENE o R b SO 43 B B, R UG R PR AR T R,
MR R XEFELR?, A, 75 M EFEENEERMAERNELRR
TR SCHE, B R A RIS PO XA R TT I E T H— U BIEA R,
ERHWIEHD,

HAVHITE , 78 Ty AL b LART, AR B0 BE 22 B B B 2 2 P SO A 2 1T (James
Flint) , 1736 4F (FEICAE) MBMREIFE, 22 T HC, BENREELFR
%, RER ARG B2 P U B NA R, B A EN AN ERER SR
fBER4E T 150 B, 1746 4F, fMIT 46 A AR ENHE A Bl HAE B TAEC, 7E R 463 47 L
KB 55 Ja , SRR B BT, M 14 U SR B 7E 1755-1757 4B SERg A LI B 7
B INFEAT L LB AR SR T E 2 a0 BRER S, IR A BT e
MR, AR ©, A5, #ReE — 2+ —A-LHO757 £12 § 20

© —AEABEIER.

EZATHLE - HELEHBEER UPHERNLFIR R LRHN. BRFTARE RMNA
REAUPLETHEE,

Hosea B. Morse, The Chronicles of the East India Company Trading to China, 1635-1834 ( Oxford:
Claredon Press, 1926-1929), Vol. III, p.7.
@ EEH("ReFLEARERBRITNMBTHMR"  SBHBERBIFES (RFENVE 3 HE
#2010 =3 A ), 7 140,
@ RTHREE L F BB XHIN O, BoRfBE I TR M8 &  Susan Reed Stifler, “ The Language
Students of the East India Company’s Canton Factory”, Journal of the North China Branch of the Royal
Asiatic Society, Vol. 69 ( Shanghai: Kelly & Walsh, 1939) , pp.46-82, BiME X3 ECER T CE
Ui, AT B 05  ( ThAL R B T SO S E B — b SO (R EL T DiLBR RAEA DI (F
B D R R B AT AL ,2005) , T 43-64,
Morse, The Chronicles of the East India Company Trading to China, 1635-1834, Vol. 1, p.276.
Ibid., p. 287, Aid,iX3F A RAZ Bl N BUE I B ERAL, LK (L2 Linguist, B U445 RBH #iTE
B —— AR Y B IR AR 90 BI(IR) 1) .
® Ibid., Vol. V, p.28.
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H) B4 BrA FER LAG A1 PR T O, EHHE AR A 6 AR IR B, BRT
B ASh, ERAMEN R HEEIR, A B XHER, RIF - MERREES, HERT
KIERIFHR. S — D #E G R REHEOX SRR MRS E LRI
2, HAEAD T 8 5 SUB 2k b , (EX LA W R DR A8 1 o B, W R B 1 SR R I
Bt L, A FEAR B AR SCH XU IR, JF- 78 MR ) B 2R A 4 =48, R )5 T 1762 4F 11
HAHZEFIE, AGEARETE RS, R, REVEEA 7 AW — & SCRIER 7
R MTAE T,

BAT LG, RATEH R 22 A £ 40 4Ef5 /T 24 %45 ( George Thomas Staunton,
1781-1859) i L, RENE A FIA BA B P CHR G, 1792 45, {0 11 B 1
NSRS B/RJE AP E (page ) B 47 BRFE S DR 46, 76 ik & b BR B¢ 5 P 4R °F
S HSC, SR, R E T R BB AE, BB R H e A
BLAP SCRR IS B2 5, 2 N & F & T i@, 1800 48 1 A, fth & 5] h
=, 78S MR EDEE 28w AR R 2R 53 (junior clerk) , F7E 1802 4 [m] [ /5 8 5 I It
AR, AR R R, Bk R R SOKF B i E A, J5 R EBR T AR 5

@ (LI et ENR,1986) BT, R ER (L) BERE, 111023,

@ RTINS L IrFRal - e S, b D7 16 B9 SRR BRI CRERE — - DO 4E o M
2) M CERETDREE R - ER R UYL R - EER AR VB EY, T
K—AHEVARER -AATZEAM AKX TAZRZGEAE IR =ZFWERZH—
T B BEREMA R CRIREIR S TN — DUE B BOR B S R RS R0 ) (T R ) 1987 421
BI(1987 2 ), B 94-101 R FE A A BHTIF P R K] —-18 M S P EariE) (B A LA
AR RFE,1989) , T 64-76 ;Edward L. Farmer, *James Flint versus the Canton Interest (1755-1760)" |
Papers On China, Vol. 17 (Dec 1963), pp. 38-66,

H BRTEHMEBLUL, R EAUENH LA RERTHHMBBR A I P 0w. RES H(H.B
Morse, 1855-1934) fI4 5%, EPEE N RIS 7E 1753 - %W Ik T W 4 & 51 Thomas Bevan % Barton F|fg
F gL, Morse, The Chronicles of the East India Company Trading to China, 1635-1834, Vol. 1I, p.
51 & Vol. V. p.27, Aid,iX 4 Barton F AW TF iZ H 9 KA, RIOVA B MG REF A XTI T
3, XBRAE T 458K, % —J7 181, Thomas Bevan Wi — B 8 A ARENE A wl, HE 1780 4 LIBBE A
BFEEE, Ibid., Vol. V, p.61, fEHARML R, KEE L v EH ) 3% 2 ( Frederick Pigou,
1711-1792) - 1756 4F 2 J] 14 H BF{E % 48 1 : Thomas Bevan 2 3] da S0 £ 15 1R B, H S 1T RLAF,
FILEFM AT ERARS . Ibid., Vol. V, p.27, {ARN%IFH , X JE7E BT B 2 LIRT A 3
& AHEHEFRE, ZNARRIMRS SHIREINRS, BT TREVE A RIMEEE SR,
Ibid., pp. 107, 123, 130, 133, 144, 149 and 165.

@ George Staunton, An Authentic Account of an Embassy from the King of Great Britain to the Emperor of
China (London: W. Bulmer & Co., 1798), Vol. II, p.234.
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% - PR R 40, B B AR ORI ) ©, B S R IR ™ (@, XE 2
P} 385 ] Xof 42 I 5 L BSOS B BT A AT B K A STRK RN 2 0 e S, 7E K B IR], AR ED
Ji N R A 5 9 45 7% 51 : & 7 (Thomas Manning, 1772-1840) KU BEF #E 2
14 L X #14C ( Father Padre Rodriguez) , fij# 5% LA 51 5 7 2 i Bl 58 L8 il
17 Ji 25 WIAE 1804 422 1809 4B 7EARENEE A /] LA, HEBTAAMTH KA
M, TR PO b F R B E LS BG TE 1810 4 2 A BGIT R [, M f A9 E S0
W ZBHITS; 5 — T, B R A AR R 5, BB R O R
BT 1 o B RAHED, FEX BT, AL TE 1809 A IEXMAKRENE 24 A,
WA IR GG B OUERA R, IR E R T RS2k, i1
AT 4T R A SR B h BB RO, T MR DAL R — B Rk
BRI, R IERENE A R NP R XS, &SI, N Sflab 7 1809

@ George T. Staunton, Ta Tsing Leu Lee: Being the Fundamental Laws, and a Selection from the
Supplementary Statutes, of the Penal Code of China ( London: T. Cadell & W. Davies, 1810) ;45 X 4 4
FHIRCKIERM)Y, 0] % James St. André, **‘ But Do They Have a Notion of Justice?’ . Staunton’s 1810
Translation of the Great Qing Code”, Translator, Vol. 10 No. 1 (April 2004 ), pp. 1-31; Glen H.
Timmermans, “Sir George Thomas Staunton and the Translation of the Qing Legal Code” , Chinese Cross
Currents, Vol. 2 No. 1 (Jan-Mar 2005), pp. 26-57; 3. (F7i5 « H£ 07 - WS KB P ORI
B> e Bl 2R B AR SIS AT B S A IS R AR R AR 2 B () (M R R 544D
(JEmt:4h Bl 30k Hi IR AL ,2007) , BT 496510,

@  RTHYREHF MBTER, 1] 2 George T. Staunton, Memoirs of the Chief Incidents of the Public Life of
Sir George Thomas Staunton, Bart ( London: L. Booth, 1856 ); Lydia Leulla Spivey, * Sir George
Staunton. Agent for the British East India Company in China, 1798-1817" ( Unpublished MA thesis, Duke
University, 1968) ; #1875 : ( /Y 24 & ( George Thomas Staunton, 1781-1859) ——19 it #7 f 9 [/ 2575 .
fEEMPEE) (ENLHREH RO AT, R A8 3,2004) JFE0E 8K (RFI5EA
IR G PR CFR(1793-1840) ) (T R BFFE B R HFR AT TID 5 69 H1(2010 429 H) , 5T 140,

® Morse, The Chronicles of the East India Company Trading to China, 1635-1834, Vol. 1ll, pp.71, 103; X
FETHEY, LTE/R MY F B Clements Robert Markham, * Biographical Sketch of Thomas Manning” ,
Narratives of the Mission of George Bogle to Tibet, and of the Journey of Thomas Manning to Lhasa
(London: Trubner, 1879), pp. 159-165.

@ TEBIZHACYE T 1808 4T H R EE G A N Y R E B EE A% Drury MBI, XL, X

EZRENE 2 AR R S 2 LU E — VIR SIS S R, B8 1 T 10 MR, AN, TR0 ]

I EE G R T A OHESR, Fl, RENE AR EE T EE RSO L, BERNT

TR 2 4F R X 3 A (0 DR R R R 4R, BE BT 10 000 JT A fil f HR B . B Morse, The

Chronicles of the East India Company Trading to China, 1635-1834., Vol. 1II, pp.92-93,

1793 48 REVE 23 W] 25140 - A B ATESIB 1 40 B R P o0, A A AT T340, A R

RENEEZ AL B I, B R U FE BRI , T e BT AT R . /S, A RIE IR 1< 4% 1510 ( writers ) B

Bifi X 4 P[] A 2 3) i 3 . Benjamins Travers, Thomas Charles Pattle 2 John Williams Roberts. Ibid., Vol.

I, p.209 .
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AEFFRATE ZR B BE N T B # 28 w1HR 51 SO 4, B Rl e o L FUAN G R
f¥) 1834 40—+ JLAE L 34 19 44 AREP A Al F5ie A Al 2 2 o e, o4
RSB J5 M 1T i B Y # 45 1 (John Francis Davis, 1795-1890) , 7
SR BATE T LR B FFEZ 5 & £ 535 °F (Charles Marjoribanks, 1794-
1833 ) KAk 2% (Hugh Hamilton Lindsay, 1802-1881, % FHHA B KM 3 £4F) %,
X B F, M E LS RS M FDRARET , TR s A A (S AE 2 524
B A IE AT 34" B3 U, BN BL UL A B /N7 2 2R DA e 1A B At fe v
IR, ER, B EFTHIHHESS WHEHHELRARARERS
k250, R, A BB ELUE, BTG DT =400 R A ER X,
HAEREMEFEMEIRRE, B, SRR TIA T US 5REHM AR,
ARBMNALE RANKREAEREHMEAFAL, RAEREMS EAEES,
% L= ( Samuel Wells Williams, 1812-1884 ) i BRE i — Mt , B B %
B TG EIE N RA R VAR — RS, thsh, i FEXNF R REE

(@ Stifler, “The Language Students of the East India Company’s Canton Factory” , p.67.

Q@  BIEE/NAT S AR {8 St E AR A o R E M B AR A B, e I A F R o SRS - “ Mesrs. Toone,
Davis, Morrison, and Manning, Chinese Secretaries” , 2 George Staunton, Notes of Proceedings and
Occurrences During the British embassy to Pekin in 1816, in Patrick Tuck (ed. ), Britain and the China
Trade 1635-1842 (London & New York: Routledge, 2000), Vol. 10, p.51, {ifi1fEsh 7 st B9 4 K
R ORI ORI IGT ORI ES AL " LA T ORI T T, ( SE TS S R U Xk A B R R R
NEELR)  WBCE B () - GRS E B RIS M (B30 BUSCH AR AL, 1968 SEHET) , TT
E-FEET M520-524, A, HEAEGE BRI MR B SOKPER LA A e (BREALERSN) LT B
FA i E 70" ( Alexander Pearson) , o SCth 20 8 0. KT & A 30K 1 1 8% 4347, I Patrick
Tuck, “Introduction; Sir George Thomas Staunton and the Failure of the Amherst Embassy of 1816”7, in
Patrick Tuck (ed. ), Britain and the China Trade, 1635-1842, Vol. 10, pp. xxii-xxiv,

® MNHGEMSE A EARVITG, HEE - EEREHEERRERTFZWEAE HEF, Z(REBFT L
BARKRE NS S BT RE SR BRI EEMFEA R R ET A W E B (E) .
CERSI LR , BRI T, U=, BT 465, HAMSFLT A ERBAR, EAAZHANBEE
i EaagERs”. (ERAB A ZHERRBREEREMAABPAOLTESmA ), F.LB,
TGP, S0 548, S5, S fH ET B ThAL AN K O F I M Rl B T T IR E Rl B S oh 5 B R B
B (KA BU T B R REE R BEHERIRESEEI JF L, T+ F+ =, 57 484485,

@ *“Hostilities in China; Communication for the Emperor’s Ministers; the Queen’s Plenipotentiaries; British
Forces; the White Flag; and the Occupation of Chusan” , China Repository, Vol. 9 No. 4 ( August, 1840) ,
p.231; KT P RE WA RSN, TR (ERIFH! 1EREEE BERFFER
REREDCERRER B RERTCERNE)25 $1(2012 49 H).

® S. Wells Williams, “A Chinese Chrestomathy in the Canton Dialect. By E. C. Bridgman” , Part 11, The
Chinese Repository, Vol. XI No. 4 ( April 1842) , p.223.
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BU PR i R AE 2, R REVE AR FCRWBA PR A S 5, HRADEA R
FIALEE RS RO B E , R, R A R AR 7 IR 8 1, BEIF AR B AR
ENEEA TR, H 1834 48 A 1 H SfLi#biif5 , R E IR 5 B f - P 30
FEFE " — B h DFL# B L D 1% % (John Robert Morrison, X AF B 4L . B
3L AL VISR, 1814-1843 ) DEAT, il o ok X BAT 118 E Z B -3 5L hR ( Charles
Gutzlaff, X 3% 1% 58 -+ 37 . 55 B ] . % it h %5, 1803-1851) @, LA K JEL My 14 #0 AT
(Jardine Matheson & Co) T_4E % % {154 ( Robert Thom, 1807-1846) A E|BIIFE .
MATZ AN R e FEFH, o, RATE RBITERTTR K BB
Rl B 3CH) #2482 ( Samuel Turner Fearon, 1819-1853)%, ¢ 2255 8 £ id b €] |
o S HR B A K UF (9 25 K 3B ( George Tradescant Lay, 1799-1845) , L Kz WISk 51| 3 [F]
KRB JG SR 16 238 £ s by 8 K [F] | 2/ 8 1Y & 4 FE ( Walter Henry
Medhurst, 1823-1885) , #R7EHS LS AT T HOIFH o

— AR, S 5 — AR SRR B & W B £ 95 % (Lord William John Napier,
1786-1834) £ b G HATfh“ H A f5 A" ( “outstanding offspring” ) @5, {E
BT R BB — B, SR AT REA At B AR e HE . RO B0
BRMEEADET L, REH T Y ERE -BEFERERLERS

R —RR AR SEE

TEAN KRBT % UL, SR SR RS A2 Guizlaff B B A 304 5, * TE 3 [0 W 8 R 2 T <45 0 A Ao e vy 5 5 i
4% (Gutzlaff Papers) A FHES 56, BICKRERAE BIMH . NEBKFABREH(HIEZE
Y FF AR LRI F  AMEE, —HF BE FH, 5—FWH KR F8 . S8k
(BELRC N BB E) R IR EE ) (RNl SR BB (TN : & s & 4 15 ,2007) ,
T3 259 i¥. BAREF RS FREEE AR L, £XX e RHBEEACHNS.,

® KALSE, AI—AREEEHRAETEERLDEFEBHERMERE RENEE FHEEMM,
MR TR XIS ST T LR R, AT RN T R FIWRFMR. AR BIEH
I, RES BOCTRIIN i 30 S AR BRI AT RL, T SCATRAAE S|, S B

Lindsay Ride and May Ride, An East Indian Company Cemetery : Protestant Burials in Macao ( Hong Kong .
Hong Kong University Press, 1996), p.236.

® e
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( Colonel Young) 3t b, ATeMRIT, B A A B SiE#HY,

TR 25 7, A R TR T s B A AP sk, T LA, (R E
JAHRZY (The Chinese Repository )t b iy 2E 7 FriGE®, X BAFE R —k T o

SRS AR PR IO AL bR 1 A . 1825 4R, i ZE AR 208 bk ThAL b, £ £
T BRGNP, 1827 4F SR SE I B YR AN , 3F-IT 3R 2% ST R A, B4R
BKIED 0 Y AR P (LI, 1831 4F {13 — R BE TR LR B [, TS &
— Bt b BT BRIT AR R B AL AR5 BT, 15 2] DAL Y
b1 T 24 i BT AT A A HP 16 SR SR BR ) T M AR, BRI i g L
TR bR 4 g, 1832 & 1833 4E[H], fib B 4% [ B NPT AL L, B
it ARICZ R XA — o X AR, IR e T 3 4 0 = AT B AT, 5ok B
X SR AT RIS R RS, S SRR T X = iAT AN E R I+
ok W b E R AT, R R R R B A AR, AT B R E At

o

Peter Ward Fay, The Opium War, 1840-1842 . Barbarians in the Celestial Empire in the Early Part of the

Nineteenth Century and the War by Which They Forced Her Gates Ajar ( Chapel Hill;: University of North

Caroline Press, 1975) , p. 71; F 97 L M8 OB 0 - RB(E [ DAL 1 LT IR A B &

weeeee SIS I SO AR FE X Y A ARV T (X /5% " % B Priscilla H. Napier, Barbarian Eye: Lord Napier

in China, 1834, The Prelude to Hong Kong (London; Brassey’s, 1995), p.134,

@ % VERE AT MR, W, G. B. Endacott, A Biographical Sketch-book of Early Hong Kong
( Singapore ; Eastern University Press, 1962) , pp. 105-108 ; ifii 5 5~ 5 38 95 J§ £ 4 19 /& Herman Schlyter,
Karl Gutzlaff als Missdionar in China (Lund; C. W. K. Gleerup, 1946) ; A3, & TS LR & B
Jessiec Gregory Lutz. fit %5 3 & JLES A LB M 9 X 3, 1035 Jessie G. Lutz, “Karl F. A. Gutzlaff.
Missionary Entrepreneur” , in Suzanne W. Barnett and John K. Fairbank (eds. ), Christianity in China
(Cambridge, MA. Harvard University Press, 1985), pp. 61-85; Jessie G. Lutz, “ The Missionary—
Diplomat Karl Gutzlaff and the Opium War” W55 55 (4 ) - { Hr [E DI B3 6 7 H FR 2= AR A i &8 3C
Y (Gl I K% M AL, 1987 ), T 215-238; Jessie G. Lutz, “ Karl Gutzlaff and Changing Chinese
Perceptions of the World during the 1840s” 22 18 L4 ( £45)  (EBHFHE AT B HEB (R
AL E E H AL ,2003) , TH 354-392 45 SRJE7E 2008 E IR T % 5 : Jessie G. Lutz, Opening China.
Karl F. A. Gutzlaff and Sino-western Relations, 1827-1852 ( Grand Rapids, Mich.. William B. Eerdmans
Pub. Co., 2008) , —f 54 3CAH #1463 & John Nicolson, “The Reverend Charles Gutzlaff, The Opium
War and General Gough” , Missiology: An International Review, Vol. 8 No. 3 (July 1985), pp.353-361,
oA 7 T, B LE A A TR R S A A R 7 - (RSB O AL BRI 5 ) ( LI i A
B AL, 1985) , BT 50-61

3 “The Death of Rev. Charles Gutziaff” , The Chinese Repository, Vol. XX No. 7 (July 1851), pp.511-
512.

@ Charles Gutzlaff, Journal of Three Voyages Along the Coast of China in 1831, 1832, & 1833 ( London:
Frederick Westley & A. H. Davis, 1834), p. Ixxxiii; Lutz, Opening China, p.33.
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