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In this unit you will:
1. hear advice for college freshmen from speeches and lec-
tures given by professors and famous people;

. familiarize yourself with the words and expressions re-
lated to the theme of the unit;

. learn to use these words and expressions;

. use word stress and identify the main ideas in spoken
discourse;

. practice listening with other non-theme-related audio and
video materials;

. learn to use proper expressions and sentence structures
to ask for and give directions.

Teaching Objectives:

1. To enable Ss to understand the main idea and grasp important details of the
listening passages;

2. To give Ss a chance to exchange views on issues related to their college
expectations, studies, life, researches and pursuit of their dreams etc.;

3. To have Ss practice word stress and listen for main ideas in spoken discourse;

4. To have Ss form pairs to simulate situations of asking and giving directions
using proper expressions and sentence structures.

Teaching Steps:

1. Familiarize Ss with the words in the Word Bank.

2. Introduce some necessary background information about proper names of
people and events in the unit.

3. Watch the video clip of lectures to freshmen given by college professors and
celebrities on how to be successful in college and then do tasks based on
them.

4. Ask Ss to form pairs or groups and explain to them how to carry out the
speaking tasks.

5. Go round the classroom to supervise the Ss’ discussions.

6. Have some pairs/groups to present their views in class.

7. Conduct a role play if time permits.

8. Assess Ss’ performance by having a spelling check on the new words they
have learned.
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Partl

Theme-Related Activities

Section | Lecturel

Lead-in questions:

1. Do you know what freshman convocation is?
2. What are your expectations of your college life?

Word Bank

astronomy /a'stronemi / n. K%

nano n. #k(+1z5r=z—)

crystalline /'kristelain /  adj. §iki, K#

semiconductor / semikan'dakta(r) / n. ik

neuroscience /'njusrausatens /  n. MZFE

voltage /'vaultidz / n. #IE

fluctuation /fiaktju'eifen /  n. ¥izh

seminar /'semina:(r) / n (KFEEHHEEES
K1) WFIEHE, Fhde

transistor /treen'zista(r) / n. fEE

comic /'komik / n./adj. #EFBE (#)

simultaneously / stmal'terniasli /adv. [Flitit

geek /gitk/ n 275, (CHOERINFIRSAN ) BT

nerd /n3:d/ n. BEERT, WHREOFK

Renaissance /ri'neisens / n. X5 %

hip-hop /'hiphpp / n. ##

snobbery /'snoberi /  n. ##|, MAFIT

geekiness /gitkines / n. %74

spark /spa:k / v M, 5%

cast /ka:st/ v i, 95,4

stimulating / stimju'lertin / adj. &iE %%
9,

engaging /in'gerdzin / adj. WEHY, ARk

Bart Simpson (A% ) XEFEE (FHHF—
) BEAL

Milhouse (A%) (FEH %K) EALBart

Simpson@y i &

ACT=American College Test [EKA¥AY¥
ik

SAT=Scholastic Assessment Test 2Rk
R, 2 EER P AEAREERNRE
AEHR

word of mouth &

brainiac /'breini: zek / n. BRIAEALRE, B
B i 8 v A

expertise / eksp3:'ti:z/ n 1A, £k

cheetah /tfite / n. 1%y

cockroach /'kokrautf/ n. E§

Notes:
1. Freshman convocation
Freshman convocation here refers to a formal ceremony in which arriving freshmen are welcomed.
But at some other universities and colleges graduation events are called “convocations,” as opposed to
commencements.
2. James Kakalios
James Kakalios is a physics professor at the University of Minnesota. Known within the scientific
community for his work with amorphous semiconductors, granular materials, and 1/f noise, he is known
to the general public as the author of the book The Physics of Superheroes, which considers comic book
superheroes from the standpoint of fundamental physics.
3. The University of Minnesota
The University of Minnesota, Twin Cities (U of M or regionally the U) is a public research univer-
sity located in Minneapolis and St. Paul, Minnesota, United States. It is the oldest and largest part of
the University of Minnesota system and has the fourth-largest main campus student body in the United
States, with 51,721 students in 2010-2011.
4. Renaissance
The Renaissance is a period in the history of Europe beginning in about 1400, and following the Medi-
eval period, also known as the Middle Ages. The word “Renaissance” comes from a French word meaning

“rebirth”. The reason that the period is called by this name is that, at that time, people started taking an inter-



