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Foreword

China has such a vast territory, such a long history and such a variety of ethnic minority groups
that how abundant the vernacular architecture there exists! It is amazing how many people and how
much time it requires to preserve and study those vernacular buildings in Chinal!

There should have been an organized, schemed and large—scaled project so worthy that it
could have attracted groups of people to be dedicated to it with great pleasure and working on it
earnestly and assiduously.

Now, we are wondering how many people are engaged in this meaningful and important work,
under what circumstances they have started their work and persisted in it, and what needs and what
dreams they have, at present and for the future?

Nevertheless, with evolution of history and change of times, we are wondering whether the
cultural accumulation of China’ s ancient architecture has become larger and larger or smaller and
smaller.

“Architecture is history written in stone.” Please remember this gnomic saying, which responds
to the wonder why ancient architecture needs preserving, and to preserve so authentically and
meticulously that any modification at will is not allowed at all. In other words, how can we make any
modification on the history of our ancestors?

Let’ s preserve our chronicle!

The vernacular architecture bears witness of history, that is, the true value in its existence. Do

make an earnest preservation of our vernacular architecture!

Professor Chen Zhihua
May 22, 2012
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Preface

Aba is located at northwest of Sichuan province in China, which is the home of nomadic tribes
in a long time. In Sichuan province, Aba is one of the two main inhabited areas of Tibetan people
alongside with Ganzi. The Tibetan dwellings in Aba follow the common features of traditional
Tibetan style, but also show unique local features. Since the 1950s, Chinese scholars have
achieved a series of basic research findings about the Tibetan dwellings in Aba. However, there
is a lack of systematic investigations on the spatial forms and their explanations. In this research
we aim to analyze the social, cultural and religious factors which made significant impacts on the
spatial features.

In early winter of 2005, the author entered the mysterious Aba plateau for the first time
with the help of professor Lin Ye from Sichuan University. In summer 2006, our research
team led by Professor Jin Liming from Tsinghua University, Hu Yang and Li Dafang arrived
the magical land and carried out the field work for nearly two months. The 15 team members
were from Beijing Tsinghua Urban Planning and Design Institute, Beijing Forestry University
and Tianjin Agricultural College. During the investigation, a great number of dwellings in
upper— and middle—Aba area were mapped and interviews with the households were
conducted at the same time. The investigation was then supported by two grants from
Beijing Forestry University of Science and Technology Innovation Project (project number
TD2011-28. YX2010-7; 2012BAJ24B05). Based on the productive first—-hand information,



we consulted experts in relative research areas and received help from many scholars. After five
years’ continuous work, we finally dedicate the book “God Bless Tibetan Dwellings” to
our readers. This could be a contribution in exploring the hidden Tibetan culture and make it
shining alongside other treasure of Chinese traditional culture. We sincerely hope to share
the findings with all, especially the ones who are interested in and concerned about Tibetan
culture and people.

“God Bless Tibetan Dwellings” is divided into two parts. In part one, our research scope
focuses on the Tibetan settlements. We analyzed the background, spatial characteristics,
construction rules and basic forms of the settlements. It concluded that social structure of the role
of religion should be the main reason to decide the forms of Tibetan settlement in Aba. In part two,
the research scope switched to the dwellings. The spatial features and construction technologies
were discussed. The common spatial form was then introduced, which include the “primary form”
as the main hall with mysterious religious space, and the front hall with various types. In all, we
concluded that the core features of Tibetan dwellings in Aba are closely related to local religious
beliefs and local life and production style. For they are significantly different to the dwellings in any
other areas, these features should be the most valuable legacy to be respected and conserved in
future.

The name list of the investigation team:

Jin Liming, Li Dafang, Hu Yang, Chen Yue, Ren Shengfei, Ji Yuanyuan, Zhang Xiaoli, Hu
Yanyan, Shi Lei, Qiao Xu, Lun Peishan, Wu Yinggang, Shen Yanan, and Yi Teng.

Staff who participated in material arrangement are as follows:

Ying Wang, Zhao Ying, Wu Chaohui, Cui Qingwei, Hu Yiran, Qin Chao, Zu Yumeng, Jiang Shichai
Xu Rui and Chen Jishen.

Authors of this book are as follows:

Preface

Written by: Jin Liming and Li Dafang, Translated by: Ji Yuanyuan and Qian Yun.



Part one:

Written by: Li Dafang, Jin Liming and Li Linmei, Text collation by You Lishan, Validation by
Jin Liming.

Part two:

Written by: chapter 1~7 by Li Dafang, Ji Yuanyuan and Jin Liming, chapter 8 by Ji Yuanyuan,
chapter 9 by Ren Shengfei, chapter 10 by Ji Yuanyuan, chapter 11 by Jin Liming Validation by Jin
Liming.

During the investigation and following research, we got the help from People’ s Government
of Aba County, and local bureaus of Construction, Religious Affairs and Tourism, as well as many
rural township governments, Buddhists and residents. We hereby present sincerely thanks to
Mr. Zhou Hai, the head of local Construction Bureau; Mr. Yang Xuequan, former head of Aba
County, Mr. Luo Zha, former head of local Construction Bureau; Mr. Li, the head of Local Tourism
Bureau; Mr. Zhang, the director of the office of the County; Mr. Songdengdaerjie, Mr. Li Gang, Mr.
Zerendongzhu, Mr. Xie from towns; and Living Buddha Ban Marenging, Mr. Le Mo; and Mr. Luo
Zha and Mr. Jiao Ge as our drivers.

We also issue our special thanks to Professor Lin Ye for leading us into this mysterious world,
Mrs Hua Erna for accompanying with us both as a guide and interpreter during our investigation,
Professor Chen Zhihua for writing the foreword of this book, and Ms. Wu Hui’ s work for the
publication of this book.

Jin liming Li dafang
May 5, 2012
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