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Abstract

Integrity is not only a character, but also a quality. As a virtue in traditional Chi-
nese cultural and ethical system, integrity has long been honored and greatly treas-
ured. College students are valuable human resources. Viewed as “the future of the na-
tion, the hope of our country” , they are expected to take more important roles in the
great cause of building a well-off and harmonious society. Integrity is essential for the
comprehensive development of college students. In order to achieve a coordinative devel-
opment in their ideological and moral qualities, scientific and cultural qualities, and
health qualities as well, it is a must to take integrity as the inner driving force. With the
expanding of opening and further development of socialist market economy, college
students are becoming increasingly diverse in their ideological notions and value prefer-
ence. Some students become moral anomie, however, showing little awareness of hon-
esty. So dishonesty has become a common occurrence for a lot of contemporary college
students, if not for all of them. Unfortunately, the integrity education has not yet been
taken as a necessary part in the current ideological and political education, because
there are still many ambiguities and misunderstandings. Therefore, college student in-
tegrity education, as an integrated part of the ideological and political education,
would be one of the necessary strategic choices that not only help cultivate students’ in-
tegrity quality but also improve the overall quality of the higher education.

On the basis of relevant national laws, regulations and management provisions,
and in accordance with the basic principles of research to be scientific, systematic,
practical and timely, this research employs multi-disciplinary theories and meth-
ods. Raw data are firstly taken from 24 000 teachers and students at 63 colleges in 18
provinces (including municipalities and autonomous regions), and then processed and

analyzed by SPSS software. This empirical study initially reveals the worrying situation
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where a majority of the contemporary college students show little respect for the virtue of
integrity in their social and economical activities such as learning, interpersonal com-
munication, financial and business transaction, politics, employment, entrepreneur-
ship and so on. We call this situation as low awareness of integrity or integrity deficien-
cy. Possible reasons for this phenomenon are provided after a systematic analysis of the
correlation between society, school and college students. This research also clarifies a
variety of ambiguities and misunderstandings concerning this topic at hand. The follow-
ing issues are much discussed: the definition of integrity, its connotation and denota-
tion, the constituent of college student integrity system, and the significance of integri-
ty institutional construction, major historical events that might have exerted impact on
the establishment of integrity institution since 1949 when the People’s Republic of China
was founded, so on and so forth. In addition, a comparative study of the integrity edu-
cation is conducted between China and some Western countries, for example, the
USA, Britain, Australia, Canada, etc. , mainly focusing on the comparison of such
notions as educational objectives, educational system and educational approaches. As a
result, significant enlightenments and implications emerge from the study of these liter-
atures, which makes it much easier to discuss the issues that follows, i.e. , the cur-
riculum design of integrity education, platform and media for integrity education, and
information management system, etc.

It is posited that College students’ integrity deficiency is largely due to inadequate
or even wrong supply of institution. Therefore, a sound and practical integrity institution
that helps guide and regulate college students’ behaviors is not only necessary but also
urgently needed. This institution ought to be characteristic of being fundamental, holis-
tic, stable and long-termed. One of the major objectives of this research is to formulate
such an integrity institution. The formation of our integrity institution consists of two sub-
systems: substantial integrity institution ( SII) and procedural integrity institution
(PIT). SII covers those substantial and specific rules and principles that regulate college
students’ behaviors in their social life, for example, activities related to learning, in-
terpersonal communication, financial and business transaction, politics, vocation and
profession, employment, entrepreneurship and so on. As to PII, it involves the proce-
dural regulation that concerns such issues as integrity appraisal, integrity information
collection and storage, penalty procedure, and security issues as well. Of course, the
implementation of this integrity institution also involves agent, object, content and con-

ditions, factors effective in the execution of any institution.
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We argue that ideological and political education at college plays an important role
in improving college students’ integrity quality. Consequently, integrity education ought
to be unremittingly integrated into the whole process of ideological and political educa-
tion. An integrity-oriented ideological and political education would be quite different
from the traditional ideological and political education, which also imposes a great chal-

lenge for the educators in this field. Therefore, it is inevitable for us to explore the new

functions of the ideological and political education and its role in establishing and im- -

proving college students’ integrity quality. This, in return, would extraordinarily extend
the boundary of the traditional ideological and political education.

Finally, we would like to introduce “Chinese college students’ integrity informa-
tion management system” ( CCSIIMS) and “College Students Sketch Regulations”
(CSSR), two byproducts of this research. CCSIIMS is multi-functional, capable of in-
tegrity data collecting, sorting, analyzing, etc. This system is available to both teach-
ers and students on any intranet computer terminal on campus. Any authorized outsider,
say a prospective employer, is also possible to have access to the integrity data needed
on an internet computer terminal off campus. As to the CSSR, it articulates those in-
triguing integrity regulations in a traditional Chinese lyric genre, short, simple, barely

intelligible and easily applicable.
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