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Unit One

Unit One

Section A Reading Activities

Text A The Truth About College Teachers

(1) A recent TV news story told about a group of college professors from a nearby
university who were hired by a local school system to help upgrade the teaching in the
community’s public schools. The professors were to visit classrooms, analyze teachers’ skills,
and then conduct workshops to help the teachers become more effective at their jobs. But, after
the first round of workshops ,the superintendent of schools decided to cancel the whole project.
He fired the learned professors and sent them back to their ivory tower. Why did the project fall
apart? There was a simple reason. The college professors,who were supposedly going to show
the public school teachers how to be more effective, were themselves poor teachers. Many
college students could have predicted such a disastrous outcome. They know, first-hand, that
college teachers are strange. They know that professors often exhibit bizarre behaviors , relating
to students in ways that make it difficult for students to stay awake,or — if awake—to leamn.

(2)One type of professor assumes,legitimately enough, that her function is to pass on to
students that vast store of knowledge she has acquired. But because the“Knowledgeable One”
regards herself as an expert and her students as the ignorant masses, she adopts an elitist
approach that sabotages learning. The Knowledgeable One enters a lecture hall with a self-
important air, walks to the podium, places her yellowed-with-age notes on the stand, and begins
her lecture at the exact second the class is officially scheduled to begin. There can be a blizzard
or hurricane raging outside the lecture hall ;students can be running through freezing rain and
howling winds to get to class on time. Will the Knowledgeable One wait for them to arrive
before beginning her lecture? Probably not. The Knowledgeable One’s time is precious. She’s
there , set to begin,and that’s what matters.

(3 ) Once the monologue begins, the Knowledgeable One drones on and on. The

Knowledgeable One is a fact person. She may be the history prof. who knows the death toll of
e 1-
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every Civil War battle , the biology prof. who can diagram all the common biological molecules,
the accounting prof. who enumerates every clause of the federal tax form. Oblivious to students’
tired eyes and stifled yawns, the Knowledgeable One delivers her monologue, dispensing one
dry fact after another. The only advantage to being on the receiving end of this boring
monologue is that students do not have to worry about being called on to question a point or
provide an opinion ;the Knowledgeable One is not willing to give up one minute of her time by
giving students a voice. Assume for one moment that a student actually manages to stay awake
during the monologue and is brave enough to ask a question. In such a case, the Knowledgeable
One will address the questioning student as“Mr. ”or“Miss. " . This formality does not ,as some
students mistakenly suppose, indicate respect for the student as a fledgling member of the
academic community. Not at all,this impersonality represents the Knowledgeable One’s desire
to keep as wide a distance as possible between her and her students.

(4) The Knowledgeable One’s monologue always comes to a close at the precise second
the class is scheduled to end. No sooner has she delivered her last forgettable word than the
Knowledgeable One packs up her notes and shoots out the door,heading back to the privacy of
her office, where she can pursue her specialized academic interest — free of any possible
interruption from students. The Knowledgeable One’s hasty departure from the lecture hall
makes it clear she has no desire to talk with students. In her eyes,she has met her obligations;
she has taken time away from her research to transmit to students what she knows. Any closer
contact might mean she would risk contagion from students,that great unwashed mass. Such a
danger is to be avoided at all costs.

(5) Unlike the Knowledgeable One, the “ Leader of Intellectual Discussion” seems to
respect students. Emphasizing class discussion, the Leader encourages students to confront
ideas( “ What is Twain’s view of morality?” “ Was our intervention in Vietnam justified?”
“Should big business be given tax breaks?” ) and discover their own truths. Then, about three
weeks into the semester, it becomes clear that the Leader wants students to discover his version
of the truth. Behind the Leader’s democratic guise there hides a dictator. When a student voices
an opinion that the Leader accepis, the student is rewarded by hearty nods of approval and
“Good point,good point”. But if a student is rash enough to advance a conflicting viewpoint,
the Leader responds with great politeness: “ Well, yes, that’s an interesting perspective. But
don’t you think that...” Grade-conscious students soon learn not to chime in with their
viewpoint. They know that when the Leader, with seeming honesty,says, “I'd be interested in
hearing what you think. Let’s open this up for discussion, ”they had better figure out what the
Leader wants to hear before advancing their own theories. “Me-tooism” rather than independent

thinking , they discover, guarantees good grades in the Leader’s class.
‘2.
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(6) Then there is the professor who comes across as the students’ “Buddy”. This kind of
professor does not see himself as an imparter of knowledge or a leader of discussion but as a
pal,just one in a community of equals. The Buddy may start his course this way. “All of us
know that this college stuff — grades, degrees, exams, required reading — is a game. So let’s
not play it,okay?” Dressed in jeans,sweatshirt,and old sneakers , the Buddy projects a relaxed,
casual attitude. He arranges the class seats in a circle( he would never take a position in front
of the room) and insists that students call him by his first name. He used no syllabus and gives
few tests, believing that such constraints keep students from directing their own learning. A free
spirit,the Buddy often teaches courses like “ Psychology of Interpersonal Relations” or“The
Social Dynamics of the Family”. If students choose to use class time to discuss the course
material , that's fine. If they want to discuss something else, that’s fine, too. It’s the self-
expression , the honest dialogue, that counts. In fact, the Buddy seems especially fond of
digressions from academic subjects. By talking about his political views,his marital problems,
his tendency to drink one too many beers, the Buddy lets students see that he is a regular
guy —just like them. At first,students look forward to classes with the Buddy. They enjoy the
informality , the chit-chat, the lack of pressure. But after a while, they wonder why they are
paying for a course where they learn nothing. They might as well stay home and watch TV.

(7) Obviously , some college professors are excellent. They are learned , hardworking , and
imaginative ; they enjoy their working and like being with students. On the whole, though,
college professors are a strange lot. Despite their advanced degrees and their own exposure to
many different kinds of teachers,they do not seem to understand how to relate to the students.
Rather than being hired as consultants to help others upgrade their teaching skills, college
professors should themselves hire consultants to tell them what they are doing wrong and how
they can improve. Who should these consultants be? That’s easy:the people who know them

best — their students.

Q\M

%‘ New Words

upgrade [ 'Apgreid] ut. raise to a higher grade or rank ;improve
"L, EIRUE
workshop[ 'wa:kfop ] n. a period of discussion or practical work on a

particular subject in which a group of people
share their know ledge and experience #f 7}
2, kBt

superintendent [ sju:perin‘tendent] n. WA, EEN; (P BUEASER) AR
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superintendent of schools WHBEELHEFREK
ivory[ ‘aiveri ] n. the hard white substance from the tusks of an
elephant 2 F

ivory tower

[ sa'pauzidli ] ad.

outcome[ 'autkam ] n.
first-hand a. &ad.

bizarre[ bi'za: ] a.

legitimately[ li' dzitimatli] ad.

knowledg( e) able[ 'nolidzabl]a.

elitist[ ei' littist ] a.
sabotage | 'seebota:z] .

self-important a.

podium [ 'paudiam] n.
yellowed-with-age a.
officially [ o' fifsli]ad.
schedule[ fedjuzl | vt

n.
blizzard[ 'blized ] n.
hurricane[ ' harikan ]n.
howling [ 'haulin] a.
howl[ haul]vi.

monolog (ue) [ ' monalog ] n.

drone [ draun] ui.
.4 -

a place where people are separated from the realities
of ordinary life and so are unable to understand them
(M B E £ 6) R T E supposedly
according to what is supposed ( but not known for
certain ) ARYEHEN ; A 7 ; KHE

effect or result( of an event,etc. ) R ; 458
gained or coming directly from the original source
F—FHOH)  HEEM (i)

strange in appearance or effect;eccentric FFJEEEIR
i HPEERY

1. lawfully -5 ¥ #b,

2. reasonably 1E X§Ht, & HiHh

knowing many facts about sth. 12 P{1H
(30 B ERBFHERM

122

thinking that one is much more important than one
really is; pompous Bl E ), E HEKH; &
o

WE REES  EEES

EAEEM

publicly or formally /> # ; 1 2o

arrange that(an event or activity ) will happen at a
particular time ZHE(3F) ;HiE

a timetable B %) 3% ; i (6] &

severe snowstorm 3 X5

a storm that has very strong fast winds Jif x|
TR ; S RS 10

O F5E) s (RS ) FRol; (B BUR R
F)|n, xe

long speech by one person,esp. in a play,etc. Ky
Kt (RERISERRY) 28, M AR

1. make a low humming sound & H M7
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diagram[ 'daiagreem ] n.

vl.

molecule[ 'malikju:l] a.

accounting( a'kauntin ] n.

enumerate [ i'nju:mareit ] .

clause[ klo:z]n.

federal{ 'fedarsl]a.

oblivious [ a'blivias] a.

stifle[ "staifl ] .

yawn{ join ei.

n.
dispense [ dis'pens }u.
address[ a'dres ] vi.

formality{ fo:'meeliti ] n.
mistakenly[ mi' steikanli] ad.
fledgling [ ‘fledzlin] a.

impersonality [ , im' passoneeliti | n.

precise[ pri'sais]a.
forgettable[ fo' getabl] a.
hasty[ 'heisti]a.

2. talk in a flat monotonous tone of voice {EUT 814
M

drawing or plan made to explain or show sth.
B, e E#

draw a diagram of ;represent by a diagram
225 R E R HERERR

the simplest unit of a chemical substance,usu. a
group of two or more atoms 73§

ity

1. name one by one ¥ 4§

2. count ¥, &5

1. a paragraph or section in a legal document( {54,
AFRG) SR

2. M), 43%)

relating 1o the central government BX BT Y
(of ,to) unaware of or not noticing sth. ; having no
memory of sth. NI, AEEH; BHN;
S

1. make unable to breathe ;suffocate {25 8 ; %t

2. suppress ; restrain JE23% ; #1i , B 1F

take (usu. involuntarily ) a deep breath with the mouth
wide open,as when sleepy or bored FJP4/K

act of yawning I /K

give out ;distribute i85 ; B ; 77 K

use(a particular name or title)in speaking or writing to
(sb. )RR B FRFEN)

AL AL BRI E

wrongly £ 12 H

young and inexperienced A48 0 2256 @1 91
FIFE

FATEH

exact and accurate TF 28 ; 18 5709 KR HO

easy to be forgotten 5 8 GriC )

done in a quick or hurried way 23 () ; ZMLH 5
EAETE R
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contagion [ kan'teidzan ]n.
unwashed [ 'An'woft] a.

morality [ mo'raelitr ] n.
intervention [ .inta(:)'ven[an] n.

intervene[ ,inta'vi:n Jui.

democratic[ .dema'kraetik ] a.

guise [ gaiz] n.

dictator[ dik'teita | n.

approval[ a'pruival ] n.

rash[ reef ] a.

grade-conscious a.

chime [ tfaim] ».

me-tooism .

guarantee| ,geeran'ti: ] n.

ut.

impart| im'pa:t ] vz

pal[ peel ] n.
sweatshirt[ ' swet[a:t ] n.

sneaker| 'sni:ka(r) ] n.

syllabus [ 'silobas] n.
interpersonal [ ,inta'pa:senl] a.

e fhf% G
dirty ; poor and uneducated JLRE R, KL H) ;B
R TR
principles of good behavior & 8
WAL ITA; T8, TH
interfere so as to prevent sth. happening or to change
the result T4, T7; (%
RIEH
the appearance of sb. or sth. ,esp. when intended to
deceive FhFfh2E
MBE ZESHLHA
feeling or showing or saying that one thinks sth. is
good or acceptable or satisfactory # i, [6] & ;
=T
acting or done without careful consideration of the
possible consequences ;impetuous € 3% i ; 2 FE3F
tE:\: )
HEM
(in) interrupt or speak in a conversation, usu. to
agree with what has been said i1 ( i) GEAH &
A
(opitp o S AN: oL i erS
(written or printed ) promise that certain conditions
agreed to in a transaction will be fulfilled f#{lE;f#
ik
promise with certainty A4 ; {&iiE
tell or give ( information, news, knowledge etc. ) to
sh. 550538 A 151
friend A
PR TR S Bk
a type of light soft shoe with a rubber sole,used for
sports ¥Kiz gl ; fiE
HE¥ERN, IRERH
existing or done between two people A\ 5 A 2 Ja]
#, ABrAY
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dynamics [ dai’neemiks] n.

self-expression n.

digression [ dai'grefan] n.
marital [ ‘'meeritl] a.
informality [ ,info:'meeliti] n.
chit-chat [ 'tfittJeet] n.

imaginative[ i'meedzinativ] a.

lot[ bot] n.

exposure| iks'pauza | n.

Phases and Expressions

fall apart

relate to

pass on to

on and on
come to a close

pack up

shoot out
head back to

at all costs
chime in
come across as

might as well

on the whole

the way in which things or people behave, react,
and affect each other 3417 ;1% 17 ; #8077
HEERH, MERA

BRI

connected with marriage I #Y

AR

X, PR

having or showing imagination B TA8% /1 ;&
pisE D)

() REEREHA

Ri%E, BB

1. disintegrate ;break into pieces ;break up

FTE S BERR B
2. end in failure DA
establish a social relationship with &------ AL
hand or give(sth. ) to(sb. ) JB (W) F K4
(FN)
without stopping; continuously A& ; A it
end 453K
put(sth. ) into cases, etc. before leaving a place; put
away ¥ (A7) e 4F ST o atb s 4 (R 7)) Woike sk
i/ 853
rush out quickly 7Pt
go back to 1Z [A]
no matter what the price; without regard to the cost
RGN
interrupt by speaking, esp. to agree with sb.
I G R
seem to be( judging from behavior) F F E LI F R
B 5 RE
considering everything 5 563K
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¢ exercises

I . The following sentences are from the text A. Go over the sentences and try to figure out
the meaning of the underlined words or expressions from their context.

( ) 1. A recent TV news story told about a group of college professors from a nearby

university who were hired by a local school system to help upgrade the teaching in

the community’s public schools. ( Para.1)

A. improve B. heighten
C. assist D. promote
( )2. They know that professors often exhibit bizarre behaviors, relating to students in

ways that make it difficult for students to stay awake, or—if awake—to learn.

(Para.l)
A. awkward ;instructing B. ridiculous ; persuading
C. strange ; communicating with D. informal ;lecturing to
( )3. But because the“ Knowledgeable One” regards herself as an expert and her students

as the ignorant masses, she adopts an elitist approach that sabotages learning.

(Para.2)
A. damages B. interrupts
C. dismays D. distracts

( )4. Once the monologue begins,the Knowledgeable One drones on and on. (Para. 3)
A. recites without referring to the notes
B. reads very quickly
C. speaks in an exciting way
D. talks in a boring way
( )5. Oblivious to students’ tired eyes and stifled yawns,the Knowledgeable One delivers
her monologue, dispensing one dry fact after another. ( Para.3)
A. unaware of ; providing B. in spite of ; interpreting
C. in consideration of’; quating D. in accordance with;collecting
( )6. This formality does not, as some students mistakenly suppose, indicate respect for

the student as a fledgling member of the academic community. ( Para.3)

A. honorary B. diligent
C. potential D. inexperienced
( )7. When a student voices an opinion that the Leader accepts,the student is rewarded

by hearty nods of approval and“Good point, good point”. (Para.5)
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( )9.

¢ )I2.

)10.

A. sympathy B. promise

C. agreement D. confidence

. Grade-conscious students soon learn not to chime in with their viewpoint. (Para.5)

A, interrupt B. conflict

C. confront D. illustrate

Then there is the professor who comes across as the students” “ Buddy”. This kind of
professor does not see himself as an imparter of knowledge or a leader of discussion

but a pal. (Para. 6)

A. intimate friend B. respectable senior

C. good friend D. elder brother
They enjoy the informality ,the chitchat,the lack of pressure. (Para.6)
A. academic discussion B. spiteful gossip
C. spirited argument D. informal conversation

. In fact, the Buddy seems especially fond of digressions from academic subjects.
(Para.6)
A. sticking to B. drawing on
C. straying from D. explorations of
On the whole,though, college professors are a strange lot . (Para.7)
A. group B. category
C. species D. variety

Il . Answer the following questions.

( )L

The thesis of the essay is that

A. the college professors hired to show the public school teachers how to be more
effective were themselves poor teachers

B. college students know their teachers so well that they could have predicted the
result of the project

C. the strange behavior of college professors often make it difficult for students
to learn

D. students can help college professors to become effective teachers

. According to the author,the“Knowledgeable One” refers to a type of

A. history professor who has a very good memory for figures and dates

B. biology professor who has a perfect knowledge of all molecular structures

C. accounting professor who has a good grasp of the federal tax law

D. scholar who considers herself an expert in some specialized field and treats

students as ignorant and passive learners
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( )3.
( )4
( )5
( )6

Judging from the context,“an elitist approach” ( Para. 2 ) probably means a teaching

method

A. the aim of which is to cultivate an elite — a group of talented people

B. used by a person who believes he belongs to the elite — a small group of the best
and talented people

C. the supporters of which believe in the rule of an elite — a group of people who
are considered the best

D. none of the above

. From the text we may infer that “a fact person” ( Para. 3 ) means a person

who

. Which of the following is true of a class conducted by the Knowledgeable One

according to the text?

A. The teacher pays so much attention to the delivery of her lecture that she fails to
notice that the students are fed up with her monologue.

B. The students do not have to worry about contributing to the class since the
teacher shows no interest at all in listening to their viewpoints.

’

C. The teacher will address a student as“Mr. ” or“Miss” with due respect, even if
he or she interrupts her lecture abruptly with an irrelevant question.

D. All of the above.

. The professor labeled as“the Leader of Intellectual Discussion” ( Para. 5)is one who

A. encourages students to join in intellectual discussions but only approves of views
similar to his own

B. attaches great importance to an intellectual discussion and knows how to get
every student actively involved in it

C. truly respects students as his equals and tries every possible means to encourage
them to advance their own viewpoints

D. tightly controls the discussion and openly ridicules anyone with a different

opinion from his own

7. What does“ me-tooism” ( Para. 5 ) mean?

8. Why do students use the strategy of “me-tooism” according to the author?
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