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Abstract

In the early time ofRepublic of China, there were the most brilliant university presidents who were
Yuan-Pei Cai (president of Peking University) and Ping-Wen Kuo (president of Southeast University ).
They created the first “Golden Age” in the history of the modern Chinese universities, bringing higher
education of the Republic of China into her first brilliant moment. This research mainly uses the historical
method and comparison research method to study up on the education thoughts and practice of Yuan-Pei
Cai and Ping-Wen Kuo, basing on primary data about them. From the comparisons, we can have a deeper
understanding on the education thoughts and practice of Yuan-Pei Cai and Ping-Wen Kuo. Moreover, we
can draw lessons from this research because it tries to reveal the reasons for the flourishing of university
from the comparative study.

Where and why are the differences and similarities on earth between Yuan-Pei Cai and Ping-Wen Kuo
about their education thoughts and practice? What do they mean? What enlightenment can we get from
them to improve the whole strength of Chinese universities and make them the world’s first-class universi-
ties? To answer these questions, the first chapter is a brief introduction which paves the way for this re-
search, explaining the background, feasibility, meaning and purpose, the object, methods, important
concept, relevant literature as well as framework of the research.

Chapters 2 to 9 is the focus of this research, which gives a detailed comparative study comprehen-
sively and systematically on the education thoughts and practice of Yuan-Pei Cai and Ping-Wen Kuo from
the university outlook, the positioning of school, the subject setting, the construction of teachers, school
construction and management, students training, academic research, social services, international aca-
demic exchanges, primary school policies and achievement, etc. It also finds out the similarities and
differences between them, and then gives the reasons. At last, it proposes their enlightenment to the first-
class universities in our country now.

The final chapter is the conclusion. First, it further summarizes the similarities and differences be-
tween the education thoughts and practice of Yuan-Pei Cai and Ping-Wen Kuo. Second, it demonstrates
that the difference or diversity could account for and embodies the academic, cultural and educational
prosperity in the early time of Republic of China. Thirdly, the similarities between them are more reflects
the law of higher education, thus, they have great implication to the Chinese first-class universities.

Key Words: Yuan-Pei Cai, Ping-Wen Kuo, Education Thoughts, Education Practice, Compara-
tive Study, President.
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