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The Investigation Report of Mrgadava Caves

On the Problem of Newfound Meditation Caves
Liu Jianjun

(Yungang Grottoes Academy, Datong 037007, China)

Abstract: There are 11 caves in different sizes at Mrgadava Grottoes. In recent years the author has
done several archaeological investigations from the aspects of the layouts, subjects and characteristic of the
Colossal Statue Caves, combining with literature analysis, he believes that the excavation time must be from
the first year to the forth year of Huangxing Time (467 —470). The newfound Cave 5 ( Meditation Cave)
has an approximately rectangle plane and a barrel — vaulted ceiling, such kind of ceiling is related to the in-
fluence of Xinjiang Caves. Its complete layouts of caves provide very credible materials for us to study Medi-

tation caves in Pingcheng Region.
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