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Preface

by Liu Jinglong

Guyang Cave (Cave 1443) is located in the south part of the west hill at Longmen Grottoes. It is a first-class cave at
Longmen, both for its earliest date, and the richest content. It is also the first large cave built by the ancestors of Northern
Wei Dynasty in central China. For over one century, Guyang Cave has been a focus during the research into Longmen Grot-
toes.

On the base of a natural limestone cave, Guyang Cave was enlarged into this scale. Facing the east, it is of U-shaped
plane, 11.20m in height, 6.90m in width, 13.70m in depth. The chief Buddha Sakyamuni, 6.15m in height, is carved out
of back wall. He sits cross-legged on a square seat of 4. 80m in height, with a hatchet face, in a loose garment. His hands are
in practicing Buddhism gesture. His halo is in complicated and vivid patterns, reached the ceiling. The sides of the chief Bud-
dha sculpture two attending Boddhisattvas of 4m in height respectively. Both are shaped in excellent proportion, dressed in
pearls, jewels and ornaments. They look elegant and have different expression.

In Guyang Cave, the surfaces of north and south wall are covered in good order with three layers of big niches. Especially
the eight niches on the upper layer are very attractive. The chief Buddhas in these niches are all Sakyamuni. The lintel and the
Buddha’s halo are both in complicated and vivid patterns. Five of the eight niches have inscriptions. The inscription beside the
left attending Bodhisattva on the west wall is precious materials for studying the carving history of the grottoes, which shows
that the eight niches all belong to the earliest works at Longmen Grottoes. There are the niche contributed by Monk Fasheng
for Emperor Xiaowen, mother of Prince of Beihai and Prince of Beihai in the forth year of Jingming (503 A.D. ) and the niche
built from the seventh year of Taihe (Another point is the seventeenth year of Taihe.) to the third year of Jingming by 200
people headed by the officials mastering military of Xincheng County Sun Qiusheng and Liu Qizu on the south wall. There is
the niche contributed by Monk Huicheng for his late father Master Shiping in the second year of Taihe (The second point is
the twelfth year of Taihe. The third point is the twenty-second year of Taihe), the niche contributed by General Yang Dayan
for Emperor Xiaowen and the niche contributed by Wei Lingzang and Xue Fashao. From these inscriptions we can infer the
carving course of Guyang Cave. It began from the niche contributed by Buddhist Monk Huicheng for his late father Master
Shiping on the north wall inside of the entrance, then extended inside. On the south wall, the construction was carried on
from the inside to outside. The main Buddhas on the west wall were finished before the second year of Zhengshi, in about the
same period with that of the niche contributed by Monk Fasheng.

After finishing the eight big niches the work extended to the upper part on the north and south wall until reaching the
ceiling. At the same time hundreds of niches in different scales were carved from the entrance to the west. Among them the
Bodhisattva whose legs intersect each other in the vaulted niche and the cross-legged Sakyamuni in the niche with pointed arch
top are most in number. Except this there are over 770 small niches with thousands of tiny Buddhas. From the existing in-
scriptions we can infer that the earlier one is the niche contributed by Madam Qiumuling Liang for her late husband Yuchi in
the ninth year of Taihe (485 A.D.) above the niche contributed by Wei Lingzang and the latest was carved in the late years
of Zhengshi, later than that of the west wall. They are all works built in about the period when Emperor Xiaowen moved his
capital to Luoyang. In the fifth Century A.D., the tribal chief, first name Tuoba from Xianbei Nationality united the north of
China. The Northern Wei Dynasty established its capital in Pingcheng (now Datong, Shanxi Province), where it benefited

the military, but not the civilization. After three generations Emperor Xiaowen named Tuoba Hong was enthroned. He insist-
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ed on carrying on assimilation of Han Nationality culture reform, which spurred the progress and fusion of Nationalities and de-
veloped the economy. So Emperor Xiaowen undoubtedly is the greatest one in Northern Wei Dynasty. It is an important policy
of Emperor Xiaowen’s moving capital to Luoyang after the unification of the North.

In order to develop the agriculture better and change Xianbei Nationality’s backward custom, Emperor Xiaowen decided
to move the capital to Luoyang. For the sake of avoiding the objection from some conservative forces, Emperor Xiaowen pre-
tended to attack the Southern Qi Dynasty and led troops advance to the south. It was hard to continue the march while it was
raining when the army reached Luoyang. But Emperor Xiaowen still insisted on marching forward. The officials were not only
tired of the distant march, but also worried about the war. So they begged to stop marching to the south, which just fell into
the emperor’s trap. Then Emperor Xiaowen declared to move the capital to LLuoyang. In order to suppress people’s nostalgia,
Emperor Xiaowen ordered that anyone who had moved to LLuoyang was forbidden to return the North and must be buried in
Henan when he died. Therefore the Xianbei Nationality lived in LLuoyang from generations to generations. Now the ruins
15km east of the urban district and many mausoleums of emperors of Northern Wei Dynasty in the Beimang hill are the evi-
dence of that.

The inscriptions in Guyang Cave can confirm the historical facts mentioned above.

At the beginning, the benefactors of the niches in Guyang Cave were imperial families, high-rank officials, generals and
local governors in Northern Wei Dynasty who supported Emperor Xiaowen'’s reform and capital moving and wished the country
strong and prosperous. Prince of Anding, Yuanxie’s niche inscription in the twenty-second year of Taihe (498 A.D. ) record-
ed the historical fact that Emperor Xiaowen led armies to attack the Xiaoqi Dynasty. Others such as Empress Dowager Gao
and Hou niche inscriptions stated the history of the imperial family. The inscriptions expressed that they believed in and wor-
shipped the Buddhas, mainly Sakyamuni. And they show the chief Buddha both in the west wall and in the eight big niches is
Sakyamuni.

The images of Sakyamuni in the seven ones out of the eight big niches and in other niches on the upper part are all in cas-
sock with naked right shoulder, which originated from India. And it is easily to be found in the Yungang Grottoes. This kind
of style in Guyang Cave derived from Yungang Grottoes, not found in other caves at Longmen. The chief Buddha in Guyang
Cave and Buddhas in other niches are dressed in loose garment, which is the result of the fusion of the north and south cul-
tures. This kind of Buddha’s dress prevailed in Northern Wei Dynasty was the reflection of Emperor Xiaowen’s assimilation of
Han Nationality culture reform and spread in the whole country soon.

The imperial families and nobles all donated to carve niches for the late Emperor Xiaowen around the main Buddhas in the
west wall in the cave after Emperor Xuanwu named Yuanke was enthroned.

In the late years of Zhengshi of Emperor Xuanwu (504 A.D. ~508 A.D.) the work extended down from the earlier
niches on the upper layer. In the years of Yongping eight big niches and some small niches were carved on the middle layer,
among them the trapezoid top niches were most in number and existed a few pointed arch niches. The chief Buddhas in these
niches are cross-legged Maitreya except Sakyamuni and Duobao advocating Buddhism in the second niche from west on the
south wall. The sides of the chief Buddhas sculpture two Bodhisattvas and two disciples respectively. Many niches were deco-
rated with the relief of Manyjushri and Vimalakriti’s debate. In the lintel of the Sakyamuni and Duobao niche were carved re-
lieves of Sakyamuni’s life. At the center of the lintel was carved the scene of Sakyamuni’s turning into Buddha. Below that
niche the lintel of the niche by Zhao A’huan was also decorated with the similar relieves of stories. It shows the ancient
sculptors’ rich fancy and excellent skill in carving art.

Most of the chief images in the niches on the middle layer are Maitreya. Maitreya is the future Buddha after Sakyamuni.
In Buddhist Scripture, it is recorded that Maitreya is practicing Buddhism in the Heaven before turning into Buddha. So the
images of Maitreya here are all in Bodhisattva’s dress. Buddhist Scripture described a happy, rich and peaceful world with

Maitreya’s turning into Buddha. So the suffered people wished Maitreya’s coming.
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Two or three big niches are respectively carved on the lower layer in the north and south wall. Only the delicate lintels of
them were made in Northern Wei Dynasty and the rest part was finished until Tang Dynasty. The carving work on small nich-
es around these big ones were not finished until the early years of Song Dynasty.

North China was disrupted into Eastern Wei Dynasty and Western Wei Dynasty with the end of Northern Wei Dynasty in
534 A.D., and followed by Northern Qi Dynasty and Northern Zhou Dynasty. In that period few carving work was done at
Longmen, but some still could be found in Guyang Cave. For example, there are the Maitreya niche contributed by Zhangsun
Sengiji in the second year of Tianping (535 A.D.) in Eastern Wei Dynasty, the cross-legged Buddha niche contributed by Cao
Jingrong and the Avalokitesvara niche by Sun Sixiang in the forth year of Tianping (537 A.D.) on the south wall and the
niche by Mrs. Zhao in the third year of Wuping (572 A.D.) in Northern Qi Dynasty on the north wall. And on the lower
part of the west wall were carved niche contributed by the wife of General Su Fangcheng in the sixth year of Datong (540 A.

D.) in Western Wei Dynasty and the niche by Monk Tanjing for Datong Temple in the third year of Wuding (545 A.D.) in
Eastern Wei, etc. Those mentioned niches provide important materials for studying the transition of the Buddhist art from
Northern Wei Dynasty to Sui and Tang Dynasties.

In Guyang Cave there are many titles of emperors’ reign. They are: Yonghui, Zongzhang and Xianheng of Emperor Gao-
zong of Tang Dynasty, Chang’an of Wuzhou Period, Jinglong of Emperor Zhongzong and Zhenyuan of Emperor Dezong. Be-
low the feet of the right attending Bodhisattva in the west wall there is carved a vaulted arch niche with the seated Avalokites-
vara. Beside that is an inscription with “Official of Neishisheng Yu Qi”. It is found out that the niche was finished in the early
years of Northern Song Dynasty and also the latest one with chronological record at Longmen through textual research. The
three characters “ 5 FHIH (Guyang Cave)” which has destroyed the relieves of celestial servants in Northern Wei Dynasty
should be the works of Qing Dynasty. The inscription, which selected “Longmen Twenty Pieces” in the years of Tongzhi in
Qing Dynasty on the south wall, said that the chief Buddha was made up into “Taishanglaojun (a saint in Taoism)” with clay

sculpture by Taoist. Then it was called “Laojun Cave” and worshipped by the local coal miners until the establishment of
Longmen Relics Care Agency in 1953. After the maintenance and clearing of all the caves it was adopted the name “Guyang
Cave”. The work of numbering was finished in 1991. Guyang Cave was numbered Cave 1443.

The great quantity of inscriptions is a distinctive character of Longmen Grottoes among all the grottos in the whole coun-
try. Thousands of inscriptions exist in Guyang Cave, more than any else at Longmen. The imperial families, nobles and high-
rank officials made inscriptions for extolling emperors and wishing the country strong and prosperous. Most of their names and
official positions can be found in the original record of history. The precious materials provided by them and the history record
can complement each other. These inscriptions reflect the calligraphy art of different eras. The calligraphers have selected out
the representative works from those inscriptions and compiled them into “Longmen one hundred pieces”, “Longmen fifty piec-
es”, “Longmen twenty pieces’ and “Longmen four pieces” at Longmen, of which 90 percent exist in Guyang Cave.

The carving works in Guyang Cave arose from the collision of the cultures of the north and south, fresh and vivid in style
at that time and rich in contents and subjects. The decorating patterns were used in great quantity in the lintel, halo, Skt-Pad-
masana and the architecture besides that of the images of Buddha, Boddhisattva, celestial servants and worshipping scenes.
Guyang Cave has over 1300 niches, most of which have chronological records. It can be called a chronicle of Longmen Grot-
toes with the most Dynasties’ works and the longest carving time.

It is the first time for us to edit the large-scale collection of the pictures about Guyang Cave. Before this we have finished
the work of numbering the caves and on this base published the book Stone Inscriptions of Longmen Grottoes , in which 698
inscriptions exist in Guyang Cave. After this we published the large-scale book General Collection of Longmen Grottoes in
which Guyang Cave with the measurements, black-and-white photos and words was in Volume IX out of the twelve volumes.

We referred to the two books mentioned above when editing the book. The cave number in General Collection of Longmen

Grottoes provides the basis for editing and reading the book. It is convenient to search materials with the inscription number in
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Stone Inscriptions of Longmen Grottoes. The book is just the first one out of a series of books. Maybe there will be followed
by Lotus Cave, Huangfugong Cave+--. In a word, the book will provide full, accurate and complete materials for researchers
and common readers with the two books mentioned above. The book puts emphasis on the exhibition of and research into the
cultural heritages in the cave, not on the calligraphy art of “Longmen Twenty Pieces” as in the previously published books
about Guyang Cave. On the art of Grottoes, we mean to discover and reappear the beautiful and try our best to make the book
benefit the researchers of many different academic fields and wish them may have great achievement in their research.

Translated by Gao Junping
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