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PART ONE PRACTICE EXERCISES



LISTENING COMPREHENSION

In the following sections, you will hear everything once only. Listen carefully and
then answer the questions that follow.

Directions: In this section there are 10 talks. At the end of each talk you will be
given 10 seconds to answer each of the 5 questions that follow.

Talk 1

1 The first electronic computers were
A. slow and reliable . B. creative and accurate
C. large and fast D. artificial and intelligent

2 The speaker feels that by calling these early computers “high-speed idiots”, people were
really implying that computers .
A. would never be capable of thought B. were already somewhat intelligent
C. can never work as rapidly as people D. were as stupid as human idiots

3 The speaker believes that such words as thought and thinking .
A. are terms that are not clear and will never be exactly defined
B. might come to be better understood because of research into artificial intelligence

and computers

C. have precise biological meanings that refer only to human mental processes
D. refer to electrical activity in the human brain

4 In the speaker’s view, mental activities are characteristic of
A. all plants and animals B. some animals
C. human beings alone D. all animals

5 The speaker’s opinion regarding the possibility of machine thinking seems to be that
A. there are already machines that think  B. this is somewhat possible
C. this is totally improbable D. this is somewhat impossible

Talk 2

6 Who invented the first sundials?
A. Ancient Egyptians. B. Ancient Nordics.
C. Ancient Babylonians. D. Ancient Greeks. -

7 What is the first basic division of our natural world?

A. Day and night. B. The seven-day week.
C. The sun and the moon. D. The four seasons.



