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INTRODUCTION

By Oliphant Smeaton'!!

FRANCIS BACON—Baron Verulam and Viscount
St. Albans—was born at York House, Strand, January 22, 1561, the
younger son, by his second wife, of Sir Nicholas Bacon, Lord Keeper
of the Great, Seal.

Almost from birth Francis was a delicate child, and suffered
from prolonged ill-health, a circumstance to which some biographers
have attributed the gravity of manner, even in youth characteristic
of him. Probably it was due rather to his intense absorption, even in
early childhood, in studies commonly assigned to youths considerably
his seniors. Though his earlier boyhood is almost a blank to us, save
that he spent it between the family residence in London, situated
near the present Strand and the Thames, and the country seat at
Gorhambury in Hertfordshire, yet we obtain interesting light upon
the facts of his career, when he emerges from the domestic seclusion
of home to proceed in his thirteenth year with his brother Anthony,
two years his senior, to Trinity College, Cambridge.

At Cambridge he remained three years, and as Macaulay, says,
“departed, carrying with him a profound contempt for the course of
study pursued there, a fixed conviction that the system of academic
education in England was radically vicious, a just scorn for the trifles
on which the followers of Aristotle had wasted their powers, and no
great reverence for Aristotle himself.”

Already he had been introduced to Court life. The high station

[1} Oliphant Smeaton (1856—1914), EEZFERER, IEFFABEFHR. KR
ARBRFROBARI L, HHREREE TS,




occupied by his father and the influential family connections of
the had rendered this easy. Besides, the facts are matter of history,
that Elizabeth on more than one occasion visited her Lord keeper
in his stately home at Gornamoury, and amidst the immemorial
oaks and elms of the beautiful Hertfordshire demesne the scene may
have occurred in which the flattery loving Queen, in response to
a graceful compliment on the part of the youth, styled him, with
reference to his grave demeanour, “Her young Lord Keeper.” That
he was early familiar with the etiquefte and customs of Court is
manifest from the first draft of the“Essays,” “On Ceremonies and
Respects,” and“On Honour and Reputation.” His advice regarding
conduct in high station towards superiors, inferios, and equals is
characterized not only by sound reason but by a wise expediency,
which looks upon the rendering of respect to superiors not as an act
of Servility but of practical demanded from us by our relative station
in the social hierarchy, If we do not render respect to superiors, can
we expect inferiors to render respect to us!

As both Anthony and Francis looked forward to a diplomatic
career, to be prepared for it they were admitted “ancients” at Gray’s
Inn in June 1576 where they shortly afterwards erected the lodging
which the latter continued at frequent intervals throughout his
life to occupy. Three months later Francis crossed over to Paris in
the suite of Sir Amyas Paulet, the English ambassador, to begin
his practical training in diplomacy. The studies he pursued in
Continental politics and diplomacy supplied material for those
“Notes on the State of Europe” which are printed in most editions
of his works. France at that time was in the throes, and Catholic and
Huguenot were arrayed against each other in civil strife, by whose
cruel scenes some of the most pertinent reflections in the Essay on
“Faction” were suggested; “Kings had need beware how they side
themselves, and make themselves as of a faction or party; for leagues

within the State are ever pernicious to monarchies; for they raise



