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About the Author

Graduated from Tongji University in 1962, Xing is a leading
architect of the Shanghai Xiandai Architectural Design Group
and arguably a very influential one. Concurrently he is a
professor of Tong)i University and chief architect of the 2010
Shanghai World Expo Designing Center.

As an accomplished architect, he has seen to the
completion of an amazing number of important projects over
a span of forty years — over a hundred designed by himself
and his team, and a dozen done In partnership with overseas
colleagues. Thirty-plus of them have won acclaim from the
public. He has played a leading role in the overall planning of
the grounds of the 2010 Shanghai World Expo and the design
of some of the buildings there. All though his long career he has
been awarded many honours, including prizes and titles for his
meritorious service.

Of his impressive oeuvre, a great proportion has received
acclaim for their landmark value, such as the Shanghai
Museum, the redevelopment of The Bund, the Shanghai Art
Museum, the Expo Park, etc. to name just a few.

Apart from his contributions, in the field of architecture he
has been a noted teacher and productive writer. His lectures at
various seminars have produced repercussions in the academic
world. As a passionate lover of photography, his photographs
have a great appeal to the public. In 1999, an exhibition of hué
architectural designs was held in Hong Kong and Shanghai,
winning him many plaudits from professionals and non-
professionals alike,
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Preface

Thanks to the advance in multi-media technology, photography
is beginning to become a popular art albeit previously it was
considered a luxury accessible only to the privileged.

To an architect, systematic and rigorous training in
photography is a must. Architectural design involves laborious
work and ingenious creation. Unremitting efforts to hone the
skills in the profession is prerequisite to career development.
To be a good architect requires many special qualities. In
many ways Xing Tonghe is typical of a successful architect. He
is dedicated to his profession. He has made trips to a great
many historical sites scattered worldwide where he took
numerous pictures that constitute a treasure-trove of the
art of architectural photography. These photos in the album
feature a dazzling array of the great achievements in world
architecture, and may help us get acquainted with the world's
leading architects of different ages.

From a unique perspective and with his own penetrating
vision, he has captured the subtle beauty of buildings that may
otherwise have escaped the eye of the layman.

Xing is a man of high intelligence and exquisite taste.
Architecture has made up part and parcel of his life. He is an
lustrious architect, and quite a number of his designs have
had a lasting impact on our country. Readers will surely find the
photos selected in this a treat not just of the eye but also of
the mind.

Zhang Hua
February 24,2010
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Foreword

Taking pictures is a pleasurable experience which invariably
will hold me spell-bound and motivate me to pursue a happy
and inspiring life. The passion for the art of photography has
been inextricably woven into the fabric of my life. Photography
seems to hold an irresistible appeal which may enchant people
from all walks of life. Blessed with the special perception and
vision of an architect and the aesthetic taste of a lifelong
shutterbug, | am inclined to explore underneath the surface
into some hidden meaning through my lens.

As a veteran architect of over forty years, | have undertaken
more than 200 architectural projects and the vital role
of photography has played in these efforts can never be
averemphasized. So far my overseas trips have covered 60-odd
countries, and the pictures taken on these trips amount to tens
of thousands. These globe-trotting experiences have proved
to be most rewarding in my work as architect, and | often feel
myself seized with moments of creative inspiration which in
turn have translated into creative and innovative work. This
album, which consists of pictures of some of the architectural
achievements, also keeps track of its evolution and point the
way of its future successes.

My book The Vision of Xing Tonghe as an Architect-
Photographer features a rich collection of photos of
architectural works which show my multiple perspectives of

world architecture. The approaches | have adopted in capturing
and conveying the beauty of them boil down to the following;

Architecture and cityscape,

Masterpieces by master architects;

The appeal of classic architecture;

The aesthetic achievement of an age as reflected in its
architecture;

The beauty of nature in a built-up environment

As the bulk of the world's population live in cities and the
trend of urbanization has been on the rise in the global context,
what changes have been occurring pose a great challenge to
historical architecture as well as the environments. Now the
drive for the protection of great historical achitecture and the
environment is gaining momentum. Hopefully the album may
also play a constructive role in this direction.

The album also features pictures of some great world .
architectural relics and historical sites, such as the Egyptian
Pyramids, Sydney Opera House, Roman basilicas, Athenian
pantheons, Islam mosques, Russian squares, etc. | hope
readers will enjoy their beauty and grandeur as much as | have
been inspired by them.

Xing Tonghe
February, 2010



