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Exercises

Exercise 1. Read the following copyright information and answer the questions after it.
This edition is published by arrangement with Pearson Education Ltd.
Copyright © 1981, 1993 by John Edward.

The right of John Edward to be identified as the author of this work has been asserted in accordance with the UK
Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1986.

First published 1981 by Pearson Education Ltd.
Second edition 1993.
Reprinted 1998, 1999, 2001, 2006, 2011.

All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electron-
ic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording, or by any information storage or retrieval system without
permission in writing from the publisher.

1. In what year was this book first published?




»—n

4% ( Prereading )

2. In what year was the latest edition published?

3. Who was the author of this work?

Exercise 2. Read the following table of contents and answer the questions after it.

Contents
INTOQUCHION v+ v# e reerrrrsrssnrasmnnsrsteesuestosnrsraessseresneesrsosesssssastessesssnssssssssrsossenstesssaraosssnesses 1
Chapter One Conrad and Modernist Novels «+++eteeeseeseurerermamnuitiininnt e 2
1.1 Arising of Modernist Novels  +++++sssssrsseeeeeeiiinmttttiieiiinie i 5
1.2 Conrad as the Forerunner of Modernist Novels «cecsrevesesserrcranrarmeririrecsreracisensasaranenses 6
Chapter Two Modermnist Features in Writing Technique «+«++++++==ssssssssessesesiiuieiiienniniiieiinaennnnen 7
2.1 Intricate Narrative Techniques — «+++++++sssessessssrttrnnenneitetttietttsrer e 8
2.1.1 Chronological Dislocation ««+«+++s+sesesteriumisiiniiiasiietineeieiiieiiiiiiieneii. 14
2.1.2 Multiple Points of View  ++ssreeeeeerecssrnneetinioniiiintetiirintee sttt 15
2.1.3 Delayed Decoding and Covert Plotting «++ss++sssesseesseserereeeenememimmmimumnmmuinnennennne 17
2.2 Impressionistic Devices «++++++rssssssrsrerurmrmmimtittitiitiit ittt 18
2.2.1 Recurrent and Fragmentary Images --seeseeeeeessssunesemimiiniiiiiiniiinienses e 23
2.2.2 Reductive Perspective and Frustrating Context ««++++++++ssssssesssrasunnrmriueiinnieniassnnans 27
2.3  Literary Symbolic Technique =+«+«++sseseesssursrmeemmmiiiiiiriiiiitre et 28
2.3.1 Conrad’s Literary Symbolism ««+«++++ssesserueresmmensniiomiimniiieieiiie e 30
2.3.2 Various Symbols  ++ereeereeeeeeniinn 1]
Chapter Three Modermistic Features in Theme  ++++s-sssestsstutturetittietieiiniiiee e, kR
3.1 Alienation and Loneliness «+s«sesesssssessssrererrurscasessracscssssecsesssossersesrsssssessessrsnnentonss 33
3.2 Disillusionment of Heroic DIams ««««+«toceteresessestesststiessssorsssssssssssssaiosseassssssessssonnsns 34
3.3  Thematic Ambiguity «re++++sesesesrsersessmmmninntertiieittrte it 35
COMCLUSION  ++++re+serrermsmnsmmmunureenuue ettt errsseeraas s resass e sitanseestansssseranssssssssssserssssnesnnsssees 40
Bibliography  ««+eetoseessusestosstmminimitniiinitiiiitiit it sttt s st et sas et 47
ACKNOWIEAGEmEnt  ++eveesveersreramteeiteentient ettt st s e 48
ADPENIX «+eeeeeetseeteterii s 58
1. How many chapters are there in this book?
2. What are the titles of the chapters in the book?
A.
B.
C.
3. What are the major headings in the second chapter of the book?
A.

5
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B.
C.
4. What are the subheadings under the major chapter heading “Intricate Narrative Techniques” ?
A.
B.
C.

Exercise 3. Read the following preface and answer the questions after it.
Preface

American portraits is a two-column collection of hiographical profiles designed to supplement the textbooks
used in college-level survey courses. We adopted this format for several reasons. One is a belief that biography
provides a particularly valuable tool for introducing students to the excitement and wonder of history. Life-writing
forcefully reminds us that, beneath the abstractions, history is about the aspirations and struggles of flesh-and-
blood human beings; it further enables us to identify with these individuals as they seek to give meaning to their
life. In doing so, biography restores a sense of immediacy to the study of the past that is often lost in textbook
generalizations. Accordingly, the articles in this anthology have been selected not only for their readability —
though that was certainly a consideration — but also for the interest they are likely to generate. It is our hope
that, in reading these essays, students-will learn more about themselves as well as the people whose lives are pro-
filed.

We also believe that biography provides an especially effective means of exploring the social and cultural di-
versity that has figures so prominently in the American experience. In the not-too-distant past, U.S. history was
largely the study of middle-aged white males who has attained positions of political, military, or social distinction
and whose forebears hailed from the British Isles. This is no longer the case, and the textbooks today devote in-
creasing attention to both women and men from a variety of cultural groups and social classes.

Biography can’t expand the breadth of this coverage. It can, however, deepen our understanding of these
people. To cite but two examples from his anthology, Alvin M. Josephy’s examination of the obstacles Tecumseh
encountered in his efforts to achieve Indian sheds light on the diversity of Native American life; and Cletus
Daniel’s portrait of Cesar Chavez shows how factors such as religion and ethnicity shaped the development of this
leader’s unique brand of trade unionism.

On a related matter, biography adds depth to our understanding of major historical themes. Most of the es-
says selected for this anthology thus have a dual purpose: to profile the life of a given individual and to explore
how that person influenced and was influenced by broader historical forces. For example, Patricia Horner’s article
on Mary Richardson Walker describes the trials and tribulations of a female pioneer in the Oregon Country; how-
ever, it also raises important questions about the ways in which environment and culture limited women’s self-
activity in frontier areas. Similarly, Lerone Bennett’s essay on W. E. B. Du Bios not only examines the inner
forces that drove the controversial black leader; it also shows how Du Bois adapted his views to perceived changes
in domestic and international affairs.

As for the structure of American Poriraits, we have divided the essays in each volume into three or four
units. Each unit begins with an introductory essay that is designed to help put the portraits into topical and chron-

ological perspective. To provide additional context for the lives profiled in the anthology, we have prepared head-
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notes for every article. We also have selected a document to accompany each chapter and thus broaden the scope
of coverage. Discussion questions follow, to help focus attention on the main issues raised in each chapter’s por-
trait. Finally, each chapter concludes with a brief bibliography that offers suggestions for further reading.

1. What kind of book American Portraits is?

2. How many units does the dauthor divide each volume?

3. What does the author hope from the students who will read the essays?

4. Compared to the textbooks in the past, what do textbooks today devote their attention to?

5. What's the function of introductory essay of each unit?

N

. ¥ ZE ( Prereading chapters)
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(1) BEFRMIE It (Read the title and introduction)
HE, EVREHRE TEYHARE, ATl ETHEEEN,
(2) Bi%/I5(Read the summary)

LUNSZRBIEY , ERBRETAT IR/, SRR, MEEET,
(3) BRiEMT5H78 (Read the chapter headings)

EN i EAE GBS, FEPEETHEENTE, GESRENOR EE, HiEEN
BARREAB THRENEENEFENR B2 MR, RERERE, BAGERNEY, LRE—
B —4], ' '

0 : “The Whole Composition” i3 4> EFRAAF 12 M BIARAT
Chapter Five The Whole Composition
I. Steps in Writing a Composition
Planning a Composition
Types of Outlines
Writing the First Draft
Revising the First Draft
Making the Final Copy
II. Organization

1. Some Principles

2. The Beginning

3. The End
H. Types of Writing

RN -

1. Description
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2. Narration
3. Exposition
4. Argumentation
(4) FIEBEEARIE(Read terminology)
BRI, HEE PR T BEFRAET, TRI¥EINEEARE,
MREEEENHIF LSRG REFH TEZ R, R EREENIIEI EN. WRIEENARER
& BT RAMATF IR R XA, MR E TR AN EN.
(5) PYiEPZR . % 4E (Read diagrams and tables)
FREESHEARY &R Z R KRR BREZYHIEHE
Biltn . FIEAHER

78, 37%
discuz, 112,
54%
dvbbs, 3, 1%
phpwind, 16,
8%
FHE R IOBAE R IAEX FHBRITAME S,
o4 - A 20 %
Flight Departures Arrivals From To
MU2008 6:00 18:10 Macau Shanghai
MUS5186 21.25 0025 Shanghai Beijing

A—ANENH AREMEREARGARBEETPNEEN, BISHIEE A MR
RETHPHEERFR.
(6) BA®EE ) B4R M 3 o) i ( Pay attention to the aims of study and review questions)
FUHBYFLEET B, NEISANEI BN RERBAE IR, mBHEMITSE, MRE
ot X N A, BB SR BRI, FIRENE, BRSNS, URAREER TN EENTR,

Exercises

Exercise 4. Read the following chapter and answer the questions after it.
Pollution
Introduction
The environment we live in is important to our lives. It includes the air, land, and water around us. Howev-
er, we seldom think about the air we breathe, the water we drink, the land we live on. Some people believe pol-

lution is an inescapable result of human activity. There is no easy way to solve pollution. Making people aware of
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the problem is the first step to solving it.
Three Major Pollutions
Air pollution

The causes of air pollution

When we think of pollution, we tend to think it’s a problem that humans cause through ignorance or stupidity
— and that’s certainly true, some of the time. However, it’s important to remember that some kinds of air pollu-
tion are produced naturally. Forest fires, erupting volcanoes, and gases released from radioactive decay of rocks
inside Earth are just three examples of natural air pollution that can have hugely disruptive effects on people and
the planet.

Forest fires( which often start naturally) can produce huge swathes of smoke that drift for miles over neigh-
boring cities, countries, or continents. Giant volcanic eruptions can spew so much dust into the atmosphere that
they block out significant amounts of sunlight and cause the entire planet to cool down for a year or more. Radio-
active rocks can release a gas called radon when they decay, which can build up in the basements of buildings
with serious effects on people’s health. .

All these things are examples of serious air pollution that happen without any help from humans; although we
can adapt to natural air pollution, and try to reduce the disruption it causes, we can never stop it happening com-
pletely. A '

We all know that clean air is important to good health. Wherever you go and whatever you do, you are al-
ways surrounded by a sea of gases that we call air. If there are impurities in the air, they may be absorbed by our
bodies and make us ill.

We need clean air, but unfortunately, air pollution is globally present, especially in cities. Every year these
factories pour millions upon millions of tons of smog into air. Power plants and houses that burn coal add greatly
to air pollution. Besides, there are more cars in cities now. Once out on the streets, they will take in fresh air
and replace it with poisonous gases.

Air pollutants can irritate the breathing systems of people and animals. Carbon dioxide and lead fume from
automobile exhaust affect breathing. Poisonous gases and soot from factory fumes weaken livestock, dirty the area
around the factory, and cause acid rain. Chemical pollutants can ruin buildings, as well as threaten people’s
health. Whatever the cause of air pollution, the results are always bad.

Measures of combating air pollution

Generally, air pollution is tackled by a mixture of technological solutions, laws and regulations, and changes
in people’s behavior. Growing awareness of problems such as air pollution and global warming is slowly forcing a
shift to cleaner technologies. Technology is as likely to harm the environment as to help it. That’s why laws and
regulations have been such an important part of tackling the problem of pollution. Many once-polluted cities now
have relatively clean air and water, largely thanks to anti-pollution laws introduced during the mid-20th century.

Clean technologies can tackle dirty technologies, and laws can make polluters clean up their act — but none
of this would happen without people being aware of pollution and its damaging effects. Often, people pollute the
environment without even realizing it: how many people know that taking a shower or ironing a shirt can release
indoor air pollution from hot water that they immediately breathe in, for example? Helping people to understand
the causes and effects of pollution and what they can do to tackle the issue is very important — that’s why I'm
writing these words now and probably why you’re reading them. Air pollution isn’t someone else’s problem: all of



10

21 i £2 X 0 B L IE B 3 A IR 3N AE VISR

us help to cause it and we can all help to clean it up. Starting now!
Water pollution

The causes of water pollution

Most water pollution doesn’t begin in the water itself. Take the oceans for example: around 80 percent of
ocean pollution enters our seas from the land. Virtually any human activity can have an effect on the quality of
our water environment. When farmers fertilize the fields, the chemicals they use are gradually washed by rain into
the groundwater or surface waters nearby. Sometimes the causes of water pollution are quite surprising. Chemicals
released by chimneys can enter the atmosphere and then fall back to earth as rain, entering seas, rivers, and
lakes and causing water pollution.

With the development of modern agriculture and industry, more and more waste water is being poured into
rivers. It has caused serious pollution. The river is becoming so dirty that no living things can live in it. The river
is giving off a terrible smell.

Measures of combating water pollution

Making people aware of the problem is the first step to solving it. People who’ve grown tired of walking the
world’s polluted beaches often band together to organize community beach-cleaning sessions. Greater public
awareness can make a positive difference.

One of the biggest problems with water pollution is its nature. Many rivers cross countries, while seas span
whole continents. Pollution discharged. by factories in one country with poor environmental standards can cause
problems in neighboring nations, even when they have tougher laws and higher standards. Environmental laws
can make it tougher for people to pollute, but te be really effective they have to operate across national and inter-
national borders. This is why we have international laws governing the oceans, which seeks to ensure the quality
of the waters that people use for recreation. Most countries also have their own water pollution laws.

Most environmental experts agree that the best way to tackle pollution is through something called the pollu-
ter pays principle. This means that whoever causes pollution should have to pay to clean it up, one way or anoth-
er. Polluter pays can operate in all kinds of ways. It could mean that tanker owners should have to take out insur-
ance that covers the cost of oil spill cleanups, for example. It could also mean that shoppers should have 1o pay
for their plastic grocery bags, as is now common in Ireland, to encourage recycling and minimize waste. Or it
could mean that factories that use rivers must have their water inlet pipes downsiream of their clflucnt outflow
pipes, so if they cause pollution they themselves are the first people to suffer. Ultimately, the polluter pays prin-
ciple is designed to deter people from polluting by making it less expensive for them to behave in an environmen-
tally responsible way.

Land pollution

The causes of land pollution

There are many different ways of permanently changing the land, from soil contamination ( poisoning by
chemicals or waste) to general urbanization ( the systematic creation of cities and other human settlements from
Greenfield , virgin land). Some, such as huge landfills or quarries, are very obvious; others, such as atmospher-
ic deposition( where land becomes contaminated when air pollution falls onto it) are much less apparent.

During the 20th century, the development of plastics, composites and other synthetic materials has produced
a new generation of unnatural materials that the natural environment has no idea how to break down. It can take

500 years for a plastic bottle to biodegrade.
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Although there are many responsible mining companies, and environmental laws now tightly restrict mining
in some countries, mines remain among the most obvious scars on(and under) the landscape. Surface mining
( sometimes called quarrying or opencast mining) requires the removal of topsoil.

If you define “land pollution” as irreversible damage to the land, you have to include soil erosion as a type
of pollution too. Many people think soil is soil, always there, never changing, ever ready to grow whatever crops
we choose to bury in it. In reality, soil is a much more complex growing habitat that remains productive only
when it is cared for and nurtured. Too much wind or water, destruction of soil structure by excessive plowing, ex-
cessive nutrients, overgrazing, and overproduction of crops erode soil, damaging its structure and drastically re-
ducing its productivity until it’s little more than dust.

Measures of combating land pollution

What kind of solutions? Ideally, we’d look at every aspect of land pollution in turn and try to find a way of
either stopping it or reducing it. With problems like waste disposal, solutions are relatively simple. We know that
recycling that can dramatically reduce the need for sending waste to landfills; it also reduces the need for inciner-
ation, which can produce “fly ash” (toxic airborne dust) that blows may miles until it falls back to land or water.
We'll always need mines but, again, recycling of old materials can reduce our need for new ones. In some coun-
tries, it’s now commonplace to require mine operators to clean-up mines and restore the landscape after they’ve
finished working them; sometimes mine owners even have to file financial bonds to ensure they have the money in
place to do this.

New technologies will almost certainly make it easier to “recycle” polluted land in future. For example, the
relatively new form of waste disposal called plasma gasification makes it possible to “mine” former landfills, con-
verting the old waste into an energy-rich gas and a relatively safe solid waste that can be used as a building mate-
rial,

Summary

Lining things have certain needs, such as clean air, water and land. The survival of all living things de-
pends on meeting these needs. Therefore, environmental protection is essential.

Environmental protection is a practice of protecting the environment, on individual, organizational or govern-
mental levels, for the benefit of the natural environment and humans.

Discussion concerning environmental protection often focuses on the role of government, legislation and en-
~ forcement. However, in its broadest sense, environmental protection may .be seen to be the responsibility of all
people and not simply that of government. Decisions that impact the environment will ideally involve a broad
range of stakeholders, including industry, indigenous groups, and environmental group and community represent-
atives. Gradually, environmental decision-making processes are evolving to reflect this broad base of stakeholders
and are becoming more collaborative in many countries.

Environmental protection is influenced by three interwoven factors: environmental legislation, ethics and ed-
ucation. Each of these factors plays its part in influencing national-level environmental decisions and personal-
level environmental values and behaviors. For environmental protection to become a reality, it will be important
for societies to develop each of these areas that, together, will inform and drive environmental decisions. Al-
though environmental protection is not simply the responsibility of government agencies, most people view these
agencies as being of prime importance in establishing and maintaining basic standards that protect both the envi-

ronment and the people interacting with it.
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