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This paragraph is quoted from ”
Tortoise has a Longevity” , a famous po-
em written by Cao Mengde, just for
showing my heart.

Although can live a long life, yet
the holy tortois will die after all.

Although can mount the clouds and
ride the mist,yet the golden dragon will
turn to dust and ashes at last.

Although old and weak, the steed
prostrating in the stable still aspires to
run at a full gallop.

Before the end of his life,a person
of ideals and integrity dreams of working
energetically.

* The poem is written by Cao
Mengde, a great poet and strategist in
the Three kingdoms period (220—265).
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All people have hobbies: playing chess, calligraphy, swordplay, fishing, swimming
etc. For Mr. Shao Yanguo,it's photography that attracts him. As photography is a ”
son” of modern science and technology,it has to do something in return for mankind who
has nutured it. With photography,some support the family, others engage in scientific
research, others spread news and still others create aesthetic objects. Naturally, Mr.
Shao belongs to the last group who are rewarded by photography.

Commercial photography, scientific and technological photography or news photo
graphy all have direct utility as their aims. However,the photographic art that creates
aesthetic objects accepts rather than aims at material gains. Such a photographer's
labour is both for moulding his own temperament and purifying the appreciator's mind.
Says Mr. Shao:”Phtography is an art of great elegance. ”

I got to know Mr. Shao at a gathering of Xi'an ”photography fans”. Mr. Shao joind
the army when a child and could well be credited as a ”little red pal”. From a guerrila to
a volunteer soldier,he is now the Director of the Shaanxi Provincial Building Materials
Industry Bureau, a middling official. From ”a figure in officialdom” to a ” photography
fan” ,from ”"Commanding”to "Commanded” , it is quite enough to show his unrestrained
life and spiritual richness. Urged and encouraged by his friends,Mr. Shao was consider-
ing of publishing his collection of photographic works and asked for my opinion:”Is it
worth doing this?”

This is obviously a profound subject rather than a pure art discussion.

What's a man's value? People with different views on life,the outside world and val-
ue have to give the answer to the question on the basis of their life experiences.

Since 1954, Mr. Shao has been taking photography as his career instead of a pas-
time. He neither smokes, nor drinks,but spends a considerable part of his income on
photographic equipment. In return, he feels quite gratified and satisfied whenever his
relatives and friends come to see his photographic works while praising the mountains
and waters of the motherland as well as his skills and talents in creating beauty.

Since ancient China,there have been the sayings:” A man's writings reflect his na-
ture.”and ” A man's passion is displayed through scenes around him.” From Mr. Shao's
scenic pictures I have been struck by his wide mind and ligering feelings.

Each picture is just like a poem that speaks his ambition, making a contribution of
love to the motherland and bringing joy to the people.

Has the answer to the question not been given?

Sociologists think that mankind had undergone age and barbarism before entering
civilization, while aestheticians assert that the essential difference between man and ani-
mal lies in that after experiencing a long period of a ”natural man” ,he gradually envolved
into a ”social man”. ,after which he became an ”aesthetic man”.

I believe that the ”aesthetic man” of civilization is probably what's Karl Marx's sci-
entific exposition of the ideal end-result of the human society. By then,with enormous
material abundance and high spiritual civilization, everybody will have the potential of
being a non-professional artist.

In this sense, Mr. Shao has taken the lead. I congratulate on his success in creating
beauty and aesthetics.

Mr. Ge Xinde
Theoretical Committee Member of
China Photographers's Association
July 18,1996
Xi'an, China




CONTRIBUTION OF LOVE
ENJOYMENT OF BEAUTY

Handwritten by Gao Zhiguo
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A POEM by Mr. LIU YUNYUE (gist)

Colourful flowers are in full
blooming in Shao’s arts garden.

Even in his home I can feel
the warm breath of a new
spring.

All the beautiful scenery is
taken by Shao’s wonderful cam-
era.

For a contribution to the
people,he is all attention on his
photographic work.

Summer,1996
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INTRODUCTION

Yan guo Shao (pen name Yanbing), was born in Luliang County, Yunnan
Province in 1932. After joining in the revolution in 1947,Shao was engaged in un-
derground work of the Communist Party of China in the Third Detachment of Di-
an Gui,Qian Border Region Column of PLA,Column Headquarters ,Kunming Se-
cret Radio Station,Chuxiong Sub —military Region,the Third Military Corps of
Volunteers Army of the Chinese People,Central Meteorology Bureau. In 1956,he
transferred to industrial department of Shaanxi Province. For 13 years since then,
Shao worked in national defence works,Provincial Office of National Defence In-
dustry,and for 27 years,in Shaanxi Building Materials Industry Department as
Vice—president and President of Shaanxi Provincial Bureau of Building Materials
Industry. In 1995,he resigned from the post.

Shao,being fond of photography,started artistic picture shooting from 1956
in his spare time. After taking charge of burdensome work as a department lead-
er, he still kept on pursuing to the art of photography. He is especially keen on
shooting scenery pictures. He wrote in the foreword of his photo album "I love my
hometown, my motherland and her magnificent landscape” ,and he takes pictures
of them simply with this passion. During his stay abroad for investigation and
business negotiation,he makes use of possible opportunities to shoot a lot of for-
eign sceneries. Some of his works of scenery pictures were presented in magazines
and newspapers,while some were exhibited abroad and even won prizes. In 1994,
a personal picture exhibition was held for him in Kunming,where the works dedi-
cated beautiful sceneries and enjoyment of art. His picture series of ” Thailand
Sceneries” and " The Solidified Poem” was published as wall calenders by publish-
ing houses.

Shao always says,”No matter what job we do,we are only ordinary people.
Each one should be at anytime able to act as an official ,or an ordinary person”. In
order to take an ideal picture,he sometimes kneels down on earth,or lies on sand,
or climbs up to high mountains short of oxegen. He also said,” Picture —shooting
is an elegant course of art,which can exert a favourable influence on a person”.
This is here he absorbs interest and the truth of life in his way of pursuing to
beauty of nature. As a famous Chinese speaking”keep both loose and tight ,both
gentle and serious. "Comforming to this principle,Shao make himself always keep
vigourous. After his resigning from the post,he even climbed upto the highest
peaks of Taibai Mountains and Wudang Mountains,and he has taken many first—

class pictures there.
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