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Preface

Preface

The “new period” in Study on the Sino-Iranian Relations in
the New Period refers to the beginning of the 21% century. This
period was of vital importance to the development of China, but
during this period China was facing the increasingly severe challen-
ges of energy and resource problems®The acute fluctuation of the
world’s oil prices is a portent and the outcome of the outbreak of
the world-wide financial and economic crisis, which reflects the
fact that the shortage of resources and energy is expanding
throughout the world while the demands for these vitals are in-

creasing. It will greatly threaten the sustainable development of the

® On June 26, 2008, the forward price of light crude in New York once
reached $140. 39 a barrel, with the closing price $139. 64 a barrel, and it was even
inflated to $147 a barrel in October, 2008. The magnates in OPEC and Russia made
a forecast that in the summer of 2008 the oil prices would soar to $ 150—250, but
in fact they slumped after November, 2008 due to the financial and economic crisis in
the world, and dropped to less than $40 in December of the same year. The oil
prices had remained around $45 a barrel until March, 2009. Then they rose again
and the forward price of light, sweet crude in New York fluctuated around $86 a
barrel in May, 2010.In June 17, 2011, the light crude in New York with the deliv-
ery month in July had the closing price of $93.01, reducing $1.94 a barrel. On the
same day, the forward price of Brent Crude in London was as high as $113.21, e-
ven after a shrinkage of 8lc a barrel. Source: Reuters, New York, June 26, 2008;
La Agencia EFE, S. A., Paris, June 26, 2008; Xinhua Net, June 18, 2011.

.1.



ARGFESFYXA

Chinese economy and the steady improvement of the Chinese
People’s life quality. Since 2003, the snowballing Iran nuclear cri-
sis has been striking more and more fiercely the political patterns
in the Middle East and the world, and these tremendous changes
in the international economic-political situation is testing the tradi-
tionally cordial relationship between China and Iran, as well as in-
fluencing and altering the domestic and foreign strategies of the
two countries with great ancient civilizations.

China is a big nation in the world, and is progressing to be
one of the world’s great powers. Iran is a big nation in the Middle
East, whose impact on both the Middle East and the world has
been enlarged unprecedentedly. At present, Iran is the world’s
fourth largest oil producer, OPEC’s second largest oil producer
and exporter, a country with the world’s second largest storage of
oil and natural gas resources, and one of the main sources of
China’s oil import. It bears ‘great practical value and salient aca-
demic significance to be concerned with and make a close study of
the Sino-Iranian relations. in the new period.

The studies on the Sino-Iranian relations have already had
some fruits in the academic world both home and abroad. In Chi-
na, the sum of published research findings on Iran by scholars
who study the Middle-East issues between 1911 and 2007 has
reached as many as 1599, in forms such as academic papers,
monographs, translated books, and so on. Among these works
there are 20 academic books, 151 papers and 6 translated books
that study the Sino-Iranian relations, and 70% of the 20 academic
books have been published since the 1990s. Similarly, the percent-
age is 84% for academic papers and 83% for translated books (in

particular, 8 academic books, 81 papers and 2 translated books
- 2 L]
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have been published since 2000)® . The statistics do show that re-
searches on the Sino-Iranian relations were rapidly developed in
China in the 1990s, and more attention has been attached to this
area since the beginning of the 21* century, with more findings
attained. However, there is hitherto no academic book that bears a
global and historical view, integrates the qualitative methods with
the quantitative ones, and studies the Sino-Iranian relations since
the establishment of PRC in a systematic and comprehensive man-
ner, and there are still no research findings that focus on the e
valuation, positioning and evolution of the Sino-Iranian relations at
the beginning of the 21°' century.

Researches on the Sino-Iranian relationship are not commonly
seen in the academic circles abroad, but they have their distinguis-
hing features. It is worth mentioning that Dr. Manochehr Dorraj
and Carrie L.Currier, professors of political science at Texas
Christian University in Texas, the US, published a paper entitled
“Lubricated with Oil; Iran-China Relations in a Changing World”®
in 2008. The paper introduces the history of the Sino-Iranian com-
munication, illustrates the commercial trade, energy trade (oil and
natural gas), exploitation and cooperation between China and I-
ran, and the Iran-China-US-Russia relations, explores the histori-
cal roots, evolution and development of Iran-China relations with a
particular emphasis on the period since the Islamic revolution in
1979, examines the role of factors such as arms trade and tech-

nology transfers in the Sino-Iranian relations, and asserts that in

® Yang, Xingli. 2010. “Sixty Years of China's Researches on Iran” . West Asia
and Africa, Issue 4 of 2010. 64.

@ Dorraj, Manochehr and Carrie Liu Currier. 2008. “Lubricated with 0il; Iran-
China Relations in a Changing World” . Middle East Policy 15 (2).: 66—80.
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light of present economic and political trends, it is the pursuit of
energy security and supply that becomes more and more critical in
the bilateral relationship between Iran and China. The two PhDs
intend to answer three questions. First, what are the incentives for
these two otherwise ideologically opposed regimes to forge an in-
creasingly expanding and cordial relationship and what does each
side gain from this relationship? Second, how much weight can be
given to economic interests brought about by Sino-Iranian trade,
especially the energy trade, in facilitating closer relations between
the two states? What are the dynamics of petropolitics in this re-
lationship? Finally, in light of the different bilateral relationships
the two countries have with the United States—China’s expanding
trade and political relations versus Iran’s acrimonious relations—
what are the limitations of their partnership? Faced with the dif-
ferent circumstances, China might perceive its relations with Iran
as a political responsiblity and obligation; Iran, on the other
hand, would be compelled to abandon its “Eastern strategy” and
pull away from China. Both Iran and China’s regional as well as
global political ambitions pose a challenge to their bilateral rela-
tionship—under a variety of circumstances their interests may
clash, and opposition may appear in the strategic goals motivating
their cooperation. However, in this paper no definite or objective
answers have been provided to issues such as what differences and
similarities lie in the profits and strategic goals of China and Iran
respectively, under what circumstances China will firmly develop
cordial and cooperative relations with Iran, or Iran will alienate
and “pull away from” China.

Dr. Mahmoud Ghafouri, assistant professor of political science

at Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman, Iran, published his pa-
. 4 .
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per “China’s Policy in the Persian Gulf”® in 2009, which also re-
fers to the Sino-Iranian relationship. However, the relationship is
only part of the massive contents of the paper, so it only briefly
touches the Sino-Iranian arms trade, oil trade and exploitation,
communication in areas other than oil trade and Iran nuclear issues
between the 1970s and 2006.

This book uses all the research achievements mentioned above
for reference in the hope of analyzing the Sino-Iranian relations at
the beginning of the 21 century thoroughly and completely. The
conclusion can be arrived at that the current Sino-Iranian relation-
ship is of a new form between these two ancient civilized coun-
tries, that the relationship is asymmetric, friendly and interde-
pendent, that its main features emerge within the geopolitical
framework of “China-US-Iran enclave strategic triangle” and that
the tendency will remain unchangeable that the relations between
China and Iran will keep developing in an active and moderate
manner in the contemporary era. It is highlighted that within the
big “triangle” among the Chinese, the American and the Iranian
cultures, conflicts overwhelm assimilation and competitions surpass
cooperation, and the state relations remain to be asymmetric, un-
steady and highly interdependent. Based on the realistic and poten-
tial core national interest, it is appropriate to conclude that Iran is
in between the third and the fourth layer in China’s foreign strate-
gic structure and China is in the third layer of Iran’s correspond-
ing strategic pattern. The future goals can be identified as establis-

hing and developing a comprehensive Sino-Iranian strategic cooper-

@ Ghafouri, Mahmoud. 2009. “China’s Policy in the Persian Gulf” . Middle
East Policy 16 (2); 80—92.
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ative relationship for the friendly states and attempting to improve
the bilateral relations to the second layer in their global strategic
structures respectively. A reasonable choice for China in its current
strategy to Iran is to maintain the steady pattern in the big strate-
gic triangle among China, the US and Iran.

Therefore, the unique features of this book are mainly em-
bodied in the following aspects. First, it divides the development
of the Sino-Iranian relations from the 1950s to the 1990s into five
periods, i. e. the period of stagnation (1950s), the period of favor-
able turn (1960s), the period of normalization and accidental lapse
(1970s), the period of adjustment and development (1980s), and
the period of sustained development (1990s) .The beginning of
the 21% century is regarded as the period of risky develop-
ment. This conclusion is different from the traditional view that
“the Sino-Iranian relationship is always developing smoothly and
amicably” . Second, the research conclusion has made a break-
through that goes as follows: (1) it illustrates the three key rela-
tions in the Sino-Iranian relationship, namely the new relation be-
tween two ancient civilized countries, the asymmetric, friendly
and interdependent relation, and the interactive relation within the
geopolitical framework of “China-US-Iran -enclave strategic trian-
gle”, and proposes that the ultimate goal that holds China and I-
ran together is to pursue a win-win situation that maximize both
nations’ interests; (2) it finds out that the key influential factors
of the current and the future Sino-Iranian relationship are the eco-
nomic (energy, trade and investment) and the diplomatic (cur-
rently the Iran nuclear crisis) ones; (3) it primarily obtains the e-
valuation outcome of the practical Sino-Iranian relationship,

i e. the current Sino-Iranian relationship is situated between the
L 6 .
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third and the fourth layers of China’s foreign relations and at the
third layer of Iran’s foreign relations, and it believes that the sub-
stantial harm to China is relatively small if the Iran nuclear crisis
is still hanging to be solved; it also predicts that the future (the
post-nuclear-crisis pericd) Sino-Iranian relationship tends to devel-
op in general but with possible twists and turns; (4) it analyzes
the relative advantages and disadvantages in developing the two
country’s bilateral relations, points out problems that call for at-
tention when China deals with the current and the future Sino-Ira-
nian relations, and puts forward eight ingredients of the frame-
work of “China’s strategy to Iran” and ten countermeasures in
China’s contacts with Iran. Third, the research method is innova-
tive, 1.e.it proposes the concept of “degree of friendliness” to
measure the international relations, employs the method that com-
bines quantitative research with qualitative research (using ques-
tionnaires, see Appendix I) tentatively, studies the Sino-Iranian
relations in two directions Chorizontally, the main influential fac-
tors; vertically, time), and primarily examines the mechanism
that affects the relations between the two countries on the basis
of a comprehensive analysis of their actual national conditions,
which is an inaugural attempt in the studies on the relations be-
tween China and Iran. Fourth, the viewpoint of historical material-
ism and dialectical materialism runs through the whole book,
i. e. it lays emphasis on analyzing the double influences of the in-
fluential factors and the mechanism in different time scopes, the
bi-directional and multi-directional evolution of the Sino-Iranian re-
lations, and the uncertain influence and outcome of the nuclear
crisis; it applies case studies that integrate macroscopic and micro-

scopic views to the combination of field study results of Chinese-

.7 .



