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PREFACE
TAOHO

To maintain an open policy, to speed up urban modernization, to
improve living standard and environmental quality have become irrevers-
ible national mandates. However, in order to achieve international standards.
the architectural practice in China requires reformation. How is an ideal
opportunity, with so many promising young architects like Zhou Chang
who. under the current open policy, now has the benefit to receive
intellectual as well as practical training from countries out of China.
Concurrently, there are also many overseas trained Chinese architects like
myself who want very much to interact and to cooperate with mainland
China architects.

I did experience and excellent first impression of ZhowChang. He is
not an exhibitionist, and he appears to be a person of quality. Unlike others,
he thinks before he talks. His words are straight forward and direct. When
Zhou Chang talks about his vision for China in the field of architecture. he
hits the nail on my bead! I said to myself: “This kid has got something!”

[t is Director Fang's wish that Zhou Chang and I can co-operate. to
create a new model to reform the operational system of his architectural
design Institute, by introducing new design concept and management
methodology. Director Fang has great faith in Zhou Chang. To entrust
Zhou Chang who is barely 40 years old. then to create an effective,
innovative, flexible. 'non-collective Iron Rice Bowl design institute’ is a
noble task.

After closer observation. I do see that Zhou Chang is indeed a very
capable and gifted individual. I believe Director Fang has chosen the right
person for the task. I then advised him that T will be honored to take up this
important responsibility.

To be a capable leader of a successful Design Institute. and an
outstanding architect, one must possess some unique qualities:

(1) A Thoughtful Personality

Such personality of Zhou Chang was shaped by family education
since childhood. Zhou Chang was brought up by his grandmother whose
teaching was based on the thousand year old Chinese virtue of being
considerate, helpful and meaningful in one's life. To be unselfish is the
basic criteria required to serve ones motherland.

(2) A Strong Theoretical Background

Zhou Chang's experience working on editorial work of the "Architect
Journal " provides with him an opportunity to be exposed to the thoughts
and designs of other intellectuals and masters. As a result, such exposure

widens Zhou Chang's horizon. I believe this has direct positive influence

upon his design approach. that he is not effected by the current superficial
and fashionable architectural style.
(3) Hands On Experience

The time Zhou Chang spent in Japan working on the traditional
Chinese architecture and gardens project "TIAN HUA Garden” was most
beneficial to his theory and practice of architecture. This project has
enabled him to acquire, through hands on experience. the construction

theory of traditional Chinese architecture, history. aesthetics and materi-

als (this has great impact on Zhou Chang's ability to retain a sense of

Chinese traditional spirit in his architectural design). In addition, the
construction procedure, quality consciousness. and effective management
in Japan are among the best in the world. The fact that Zhou Chang has
direct experience of this will undoubtedly help him to make significant
contribution to the present and the future reform of the building construc-
tion system in China.

Architecture is a difficult profession. Being a successful architect.
other than having talent, one must also have a sense of mission and self-
confidence. Zhou Chang has all these three qualities. In addition, there
exists another important factor; the present national policy provides a
good opportunity for the future development of Zhou Chang. This book
represents more than a selection of his projects and theses. it also indicates
there is hope among the younger generation of the architectural profession
in China. I believe this book will serve to inspire more young talents to
create a better tomorrow for China and the World.

1999.1.18-Hong Kong

TAOHO: Ancestral home in Guangdong. born in Shanghai with primary schooling in
China mainland and high school education in Hong Kong. In 1960. He was awarded BA
design in art history. theory of music and philosophy. He was awarded Master of
Architecture from the Graduate School of Design. Harvard University. He worked as
personal assistant to Walter Gropius and Sigfried Giedion. 1968 He established his own
practice TAOHO Design. He established and designed the award winning Hong Kong
Arts Center. During the last 30 years. He has been awarded many prizes including 2 Silver
Medals. 5 Design Merits, Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters (LHD). Honorary Fellow
of American Institute of Architectures, First Prize Honor for the design of King Tower
in Shanghai from the Shanghai Construction Commission in 1997 and the 1997 Crystal
Award from the World Economic Forum. He was the President the Hong Kong Society
of Architecture. And he was also an outstanding artist and sculptor. for his works
including a huge sculpture of the Hong Kong International Airport. He is also the designer
of the flag and emblem of Hong Kong SAR. Ho is also a prolific writer on architecture.
art. culture and environment. He frequently give talks in renowned national and interna-

tional institutions including the National Institute of Administration in Beijing.

<o



?ﬁh‘.

E I E ik



