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v Decep Blues and Sunny Yellows

v

Vincent van Gogh is often remem-
bered as the painter who cut off his ear in
a fit (—) of passion. He was a lonely man
who often went without food in order to
buy paints, a man with few friends and a
stormy temper. Van Gogh’s strong emo-
tions not only affected his life, but his
paintings as well.

Many of van Gogh’s paintings were
inspired by warm, yellow sunlight because
he loved how it could light up the world
in different ways. His painting Sunflowers,
for example, is filled with vivid yellows
and browns. These colors give the paint-
ing a feeling of warmth and well-being.
However, the sunflowers are actually dead
and dying.

The result is a painting that mixes the
warmth of life that van Gogh loved with
the feelings of sadness that were all around
him. It is a painting that is warm, beauti-
ful and sad, all at the same time.

Van Gogh’s most famous painting,
The Starry Night, takes this mixture of joy

and sadness one step further. It is a land-
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scape full of deep blues and shadows which
represent the sadness van Gogh was feel-
ing as he was painting, rather than what he
was actually seeing.

This is why van Gogh’s images in his
painting look more imagined than real. The
stars and moon in The Starry Night are
unusually bright, their light swirling (72 3))
above the darkening hills. A tree that looks
like black fire cuts through the view of the
night, interrupting its beauty.

Because of his wild emotions, van
Gogh was not understood during his life.
He sold only one painting and never found
true love. However, people today who
stand in front of Sunflowers or The Starry
Night can experience the same joy and sad-
ness van Gogh once did, as he painted those
deep blues and sunny yellows.

Famous works of Vincent van Gogh:

(1885) The Potato Eaters

(1888) Bedroom in Arles

(1888) Cafe Terrace at Night

(1888) The Red Vineyard

(1889) The Starry Night



(1889) Irises
(1889) Still Life: Vase with Twelve Sun-
Slowers o 1'723‘5"-"' T2 10 2@
(1889) Portrait de Partiste sans barbe Tk T . 5
t r&dmg time
(1890) Portrait of Doctor Gachet -
(1890) Wheat Field with Crows Actual reading time
_ _ Your reading rate words/min.
(358 words)
Comprehension exercises
I. Read the following statements, mark
Y (for YES) if the statement agrees with the information given in the text;
N (for NO) if the statement contradicts the information given in the text;

NG (for NOT GIVEN) if the information is not given in the text.

1. According to the text, deep blues and sunny yellows reflect the joy and sadness van
Gogh once experienced.

2. Because of van Gogh’s stormy temper, his wife left him when he was in trouble.

3. The Starry Night was finished two years earlier than Sunflowers.

4. Van Gogh’s Sunflowers, filled with vivid yellows and browns, was a painting of
healthy plants.

5. Van Gogh'’s works tend to be imaginary because his paintings revealed what he felt
rather than what he saw in a real sense.

II. Correct inferences are reasonable guesses. They are based on information in the passage.
Otherwise, they are incorrect, or faulty, inferences. Label the statements C for correct inference
and F for faulty inference.

6. Judging from his paintings, van Gogh was a realistic painter.
7. Van Gogh’s talent was not well recognized when he was alive.
8. Van Gogh made himself a deaf painter.
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As a child (and as an adult as well)
Bill was untidy. It has been said that in
order to balance this, Mary drew up
weekly clothing plans for him. On Mon-
days he might go to school in blue, on
Tuesdays in green, on Wednesdays in
brown, on Thursdays in black, and so on.
Weekend meal schedules might also be
planned in detail. i

Dinner table discussions in the
Gates’s family home were always lively and
educational. “It was a rich environment in
which to learn,” Bill remembered.

Bill’s contemporaries, even at the

age, recognized that he was exceptional.

Every year, he and his friends would go to
summer camp. Bill especially liked swim-
ming and other sports. One of his sum-
mer camp friends recalled, “He was never
the kind of kid you didn’t want on your
team. We all knew Bill was smarter than
us. Even back then, when he was nine or
ten years old, he talked like an adult and
could express himself in ways that none
of us understood.”

Bill was also well ahead of his class-

mates in mathematics and science. He
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needed to go to a school that challenged
him, Lakeside, an all-boys’ school for ex-
ceptional students. It was noted for its
strict academic demands, a place where
“even the dumb kids were smart.”

Lakeside allowed students to pursue
their own interests, to whatever extent
they wished. The school prided itself on
helping all its students to reach their full
potential. It was the ideal environment for
someone like Bill Gates.

In 1968, the school made a decision
that would change thirteen-year-old Bill
Gates’s life, and that of many of others,
too.

Money was raised, mainly by parents,
which enabled the school to gain access to
a computer — a Program Data processor
(PDP) — through a teletype machine.
Type in a few instructions on the teletype
machine and a few seconds later the PDP
would type back its response. Bill Gates
was immediately attracted, so was his best
friend at the time, Kent Evans, and another
student, Paul Allen, who was two years
older than Bill.

Whenever they had free time, and



