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Can Ethics Be Taught?

Starting Time: _

Let a stock-broker be arrested for shady dealings or a new medical procedure pose
unanticipated dilemmas, and there arises a demand for a course in ethics. Law schools,
medical schools, business schools—even high schools—are urged to grapple with moral
issues by instituting more of these courses. The idea behind such a demand is that
anyone can be taught to distinguish right from wrong in much the same way as medical
students are taught to distinguish the pancreas from the liver.

The typical ethics course centers on the case study. May a poor man steal medicine
for his ailing wife? Should the young mother of three or the productive scientist get the
only heart available for transplant? One would suppose the graduate, having mastered
moral distinctions from this regimen, is able to recognize (and resist) a dubious deal or
an improper request from a superior.

Unfortunately, this conclusion rests on a mistake about what makes people good.
Moral behavior is the product of training, not reflection. As Aristotle stressed thousands
of years ago, you get a good adult by habituating a good child to doing the right thing.
Praise for truth-telling and sanctions for fibbing will, in time, make him “naturally”
honest.

Abstract knowledge of right and wrong no more contributes to character than
knowledge of physics contributes to bicycling. Bicyclists don’t have to think about which
way to lean, and honest people don’t have to think how to answer under oath.

Using ethics courses to teach morality carries more disquieting implications
than merely the waste of everyone’s time. The hard cases meant to shatter student
complacency invariably involve conflict between conventional principles, such as
property rights and life-saving in the case of the sick wife. Dwelling on these conflicts
suggests that conventional morality is incoherent and, consequently, not rationally
binding. Ethics education thereby provides one more excuse for shirking one’s plain

duties. The examples typical of ethics-education courses divert attention from the
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content of morality proper. Honesty, industry and respect for others—not an itinerary
of policy positions—form the gyroscope that stabilizes an individual on his journey
through life. Yet ethics education, when inspired by public events, tends to focus
on public action: How should profit be weighed against pollution? When should a
government official blow the whistle?

These are interesting and difficult questions, but they are not likely to be faced
by most people. Less intriguing, but cumulatively more important for the character of
society, are each day’s micro-challenges, such as deciding whether to split an unexpected
bonus with a favorite charity or go on a spree. Complex world does present special
moral puzzles, and there is certainly a place for philosophical reflection. But ethics
courses are pointless exercises. Telling right from wrong in everyday life is not that hard;
the hard part is overcoming laziness and cowardice to do what one perfectly well knows
one should. As every parent learns, only good examples and apt incentives can induce
that strength.

Ending Time:

Total Number of Minutes:
Total Number of Words: 495

Words/Minute

ST Exercises
?‘.

I . Reading Comprehension
Directions: Select the most appropriate answer for each of the following questions.
1. This passage mainly deals with
A. personal behaviors
B. social habits
C. human willpower
D. ethics education
2. One result of the idea that ethics can be taught is that
A. many schools institute courses in ethics
B. many teachers have begun to study ethics

C. many students are determined to become a teacher of ethics
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D. ethics textbooks suddenly become best-sellers
3. According to those in favor of ethics education, a student who has learned ethics
should be able to
A. stop a man stealing medicine for his ailing wife
B. distinguish right from wrong and do the right thing he is supposed to do
C. teach others social behaviors
D. live a happy life
4. The author thinks that an honest person
A. must have had a good knowledge of ethics
B. may have learned no ethics but knows what he should say truthfully
C. makes silly mistakes at court when he is required to answer some questions from a
lawyer
D. can never be expected to fool his opponent
5. Apparently, the author’s attitude towards ethics education is
A. positive B. negative
C. ambiguous D. not implied

II. True or False
Directions: Put a T if the statement is true and an I if il is folse
1. According to the passage, ethics is very important and must be taught as a
compulsory course in any school.
2. Aristotle would agree that a child must be trained so that he can be a good
adult later in life.
3. There is no conflict between keeping one’s own property and having it stolen
by someone who uses it for life-saving.
4. There are three qualities that keep a person going through his life smoothly:
honesty, industry and respect for others.
5. Children can learn to overcome their laziness and cowardice to do what they

know they should through good examples.
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Stricter Traffic Law Can Prevent Accidents

Starting Time: B

From the health point of view we are living in a marvelous age. We are immunized
from birth against many of the most dangerous diseases. A large number of once fatal
illnesses can now be cured by modern drugs and surgery. It is almost certain that one
day remedies will be found for the most stubborn remaining diseases. The expectation
of life has increased enormously. But though the possibility of living a long and happy
life is greater than ever before, every day we witness the incredible slaughter of men,
women and children on the roads. Man versus the motor-car! It is a never-ending battle
which man is losing. Thousands of people the world over are killed or horribly killed
each year and we are quietly sitting back and letting it happen.

It has been rightly said that when a man is sitting behind a steering wheel, his car
becomes the extension of his personality. There is no doubt that the motor-car often
brings out a man’s very worst qualities. People who are normally quiet and pleasant may
become unrecognizable when they are behind a steering-wheel. They swear, they are ill-
mannered and aggressive, willful as two-years-olds and utterly selfish. All their hidden
frustrations, disappointments and jealousies seem to be brought to the surface by the
act of driving.

The surprising thing is that society smiles so benignly on the motorist and seems
to condone his behaviour. Everything is done for his convenience. Cities are allowed to
become almost uninhabitable because of heavy traffic; towns are made ugly by huge car
parks; the countryside is desecrated by road networks; and the mass annual slaughter
becomes nothing more than a statistic, to be conveniently forgotten.

It is high time a world code were created to reduce this senseless waste of human
life. With regard to driving, the laws of some countries are notoriously lax and even
the strictest are not strict enough. A code which was universally accepted could only
have a dramatically beneficial effect on the accident rate. Here are a few examples of

some the things that might be done. The driving test should be standardized and made
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far more difficult than it is; all the drivers should be made to take a test every three
years or so; the age at which young people are allowed to drive any vehicle should be
raised to at least 21; all vehicles should be put through stringent annual tests for safety.
Even the smallest amount of alcohol in the blood can impair a person’s driving ability.
Present drinking and driving laws (where they exist) should be made much stricter.
Maximum and minimum speed limits should be imposed on all roads. Governments
should lay down safety specifications for manufacturers, as has been done in the USA.
All advertising stressing power and performance should be banned. These measures
may sound inordinately harsh. But surely nothing should be considered as to severe if it
results in reducing the annual toll of human life. After all, the world is for human beings,

not motor-cars.

Ending Time:

Total Number of Minutes: _ B

Total Number of Words: 512

____ Words/Minute

Q Exercises
%

I . Reading Comprehension

Directions: Select the most appropriate answer for each of the following questions
1. What is the main idea of this passage?
A. Traffic accidents are mainly caused by motorists.
B. Thousands of people the world over are killed each year.
C. The laws of some countries about driving are too lax.
D. Only stricter traffic laws can prevent accidents.
2. What does the author think of society toward motorists?
A. Society is strict with the motorists.
B. Huge car parks are built in the cities and towns.
C. Victims of accidents are few.
D. Society condones their rude driving.
3. Why does the author say “his car becomes the extension of his personality”?
A. Driving can show his real self.

-f' i"‘b"*;{



twdarrin @O 000

B. Driving can bring out the hidden part of his personality.
C. Driving can bring out his character.
D. His car embodies his temper.
4. Which of the following is NOT mentioned as a way against traffic accidents?
A. Build more highways.
B. Stricter driving tests.
C. Test drivers every three years.
D. Raise age limit and lay down safety specifications.
5. The attitude of the author is
A. ironical B. critical
C. appealing D. militant

II. True or False
Directions: Pul a T if the statement is true and an F if it is false
1. According to the passage, there is no cure for the most stubborn diseases.
___ 2. When men are driving they may act like children.
________ 3. The author thought the society is too benign towards the motorists.
____ 4. The author believed that strict laws can’t reduce the accident rate.
5. We can infer from the passage that the author is satisfied with the present

traffic law.

& Passag&]!
\\v-____.
The Only Way to Travel Is on Foot

Starting Time:

The past ages of man have all been carefully labeled by anthropologists.
Descriptions like “Paleolithic Man”, “Neolithic Man”, etc., neatly sum up whole periods.

When the time comes for anthropologists to turn their attention to the twentieth




century, they will surely choose the label “Legless Man”. Histories of the time will go
something like this:“in the twentieth century, people forgot how to use their legs. Men
and women moved about in cars, buses and trains from a very early age. There were lifts
and escalators in all large buildings to prevent people from walking. This situation was
forced upon earth dwellers of that time because of miles each day. But the surprising
thing is that they didn’t use their legs even when they went on holiday. They built cable
railways, ski-lifts and roads to the top of every huge mountain. All the beauty spots on
earth were marred by the presence of large car parks.”

The future history books might also record that we were deprived of the use of our
eyes. In our hurry to get from one place to another, we failed to see anything on the
way. Air travel gives you a bird’s-eye view of the world—or even less if the wing of the
aircraft happens to get in your way. When you travel by car or train a blurred image of
the countryside constantly smears the windows. Car drivers, in particular, are forever
obsessed with the urge to go on and on: they never want to stop. Is it the lure of the
great motorways, or what? And as for sea travel, it hardly deserves mention. It is perfectly
summed up in the words of the old song: “I joined the navy to see the world, and what
did I see? I saw the sea.” The typical twentieth-century traveler is the man who always
says “I've been there.” You mention the remotest, most evocative place-names in the
world like El Dorado, Kabul, Irkutsk, and someone is bound to say “I've been there”™—
meaning, “I drove through it at 100 miles an hour on the way to somewhere else.”

When you travel at high speeds, the present means nothing; you live mainly in
the future because you spend most of your time looking forward to arriving at some
other place. But actual arrival, when it is achieved, is meaningless. You want to move
on again. By traveling like this, you suspend all experience; the present ceases to be a
reality: you might just as well be dead. The traveler on foot, on the other hand, lives
constantly in the present. For him traveling and arriving are one and the same thing: he
arrives somewhere with every step he makes. He experiences the present moment with
his eyes, his ears and the whole of his body. At the end of his journey he feels a delicious
physical weariness. Satisfying sleep will be his: the just reward of all true travelers.

Ending Time:

Total Number of Minutes: __

Total Number of Words: 523

o Words/Minute
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1. paleolithic adj. '8.% B X4)

2. neolithic adj. #7.% & K89
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£ Exercises
?-s

I . Reading Comprehension
Directions: Select the most appropriale answer for each of the following questions
1. The reason why today’s men will be labeled as “Legless” is
A. people forget how to use his legs
B. people prefer cars, buses and trains
C. lifts and escalators prevent people from walking
D. there are a lot of transportation devices
2. People travel at high speeds means that
A. their focus is mainly on the future
B. transportation devices are fast
C. time is limited
D. there are too many scenic spots
3. Why does the author say “we are deprived of the use of our eyes”?
A. People forgot to use their eyes.
B. people have no time to use their eyes when travel at a high speed.
C. People are not allowed to use their eyes on their way of travel.

D. People want to sleep during traveling.

s

What is the purpose of the author in writing this passage?

A. Legs become weaker.

B. Modern means of transportation make the world a small place.
C. There is no need to use eyes.

D. The best way to travel is on foot.
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5. What does “a bird’s-eye view” mean?
A. See view with bird’s eyes.
B. A bird looks at a beautiful view.
C. It is a general view from a high position looking down.

D. A scenic place.

II. True or False
Directions: Put a T if the statement is true and an F if it is false
1. We are legless because lifts and escalators in all large buildings prevent us

from walking

2. Anthropologists described “Paleolithic Man”, “Neolithic Man” and “Legless
Man” by the same rules.

3. When one says “I've been there”, he means he experienced everything by
himself.

4. When you travel at high speeds, the present is meaningless for you.

5. By “true travelers”, the author refers to people who enjoy traveling by foot.

-
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Benjamin Spock

Starting Time:

Dr. Benjamin Spock, hailed as the grandfather of pediatrics, is known as the leading
authority on child rearing. With his first book, the renowned Baby and Child Care,
Spock single-handedly broke the tradition of cold and rigid discipline, radically changing
popular ideas about raising children. Since it was published in 1945, Baby and Child
Care has been translated into 39 languages and has sold more than 40 million copies,
making it second only to the Bible in sales worldwide.

The first edition of the book appeared in 1945, and was an instant hit. For
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several years, more than 750,000 copies were sold annually, the rough equivalent of
one for every two marriages, according to Newsweek. Spock has been credited with
profoundly changing the way children are reared, doing away with the “spare the rod,
spoil the child” philosophy. He also is noted as a pioneer in the fields of pediatrics and
psychology, clearing the way for other parental advice books.

Spock was a high profile political activist in the 1960s, retiring from medicine in

-1967 to devote himself full time to the anti-Vietnam War movement. He was arrested
numerous times for civil disobedience, and even ran for U.S. president under the
People’s Party in 1972.

Spock’s political views have prompted criticism from conservative foes, especially
from New York minister and author Rev. Norman Vincent Peale, who died in 1993. Peale
blamed Spock personally for the student rebellions of the 1960s, noting that the youths
protesting war were the first generation to be raised by Spock’s “permissive” principles
of child rearing. Spock dismissed those accusations, noting, “I've always advised parents
to give their children firm, clear leadership, and to ask for cooperation and politeness in
return.”

For nearly 50 years, Spock has been a prolific author, writing 13 books including
an autobiography, Spock on Spock and numerous magazine articles. In his most recent
book, A Better World for Our Children, which was published in 1994 when he was 91
years old, he wrote that parents should worry more about politics, less about their own
children, and more about issues that impact the well-being of all children. “American
parents are child centered, but only about their own children,” he said. “It’s part of our
tradition of rugged individualism, but we’ve got to start thinking of others and of society.
People also need to become politically active to make politicians serve the people, not

just big corporations.”

Ending Time:

Total Number of Minutes:
Total Number of Words: 404

Words/Minute
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