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How to Study Using This Book

Why do we study grammar? We wish to understand accurately what we hear and read, and to
speak and write properly. If we do noft truly understand grammar, we will not be able to understand in-
formation that is essential to us, or to convey to others what we want to say.

The grammatical points studied for the N4 Japanese-Language Proficiency Test constitute the very
foundation of the Japanese language. In fact, the grammar in N4 is probably the most important gram-
mar you will learn in your study of Japanese. Mastery of this level is necessary for those of you who want
to be able to use Japanese in daily conversation, or who want to try the more advanced N3, N2 and N1
of the Japanese-Language Proficiency Tests.

This text was developed so that all of you who are studying for the N4 Japanese-Language Profi-
ciency Test can become thoroughly familiar with the grammmar items on that exam.

@®About This Book

1 Organization
We have organized this text based on understandability of the concepts and their importance. The
more % there are, the more difficult the grammar point.

2 About the example sentences
+ We have included situations that often use the grammar items, as well as vocabulary that is often
used with those items.
- In other words, we have included many sentences that can be applied to a variety of situations.

3 For memorizing patterns
We have included many exercises that check whether or not you have memorized the patterns.
—Drills requiring insertion of particles and conjugations, and Exercises | and Il in the Final Mastery
Test

4 For memorizing by ear
We have included a CD. Learning a language requires not just reading, but also listening, writing,
and actually speaking. In other words, it is effective to use the five senses fully. Just as it is difficult to
discern words spoken to you that you don't know, so it is with grammar. If you don't immediately
understand what you hear, you can't truly say you understand.

5 For using repetition to memorize
We have included the same sample sentences repeatedly in the Dirills.
—Dictations, Dirills for every unit, and Final Mastery Test
Most of the sentence questions in the Final Mastery Test are comprised of the example sentences
and prior practice exercises. They check whether you have tfruly learned the meanings and pat-
terns.

6 For testing your proficiency
We have included N4 Japanese-Language Proficiency Practice Tests that have the same format as
the grammar questions on the actual test. All of the N4 grammar items are included in the four
Practice Tests. The Practice Tests also contain questions from N5, just as is the case on the actual
exam.

®How to Use this Book

Step 1 Read the example sentences. Check their meanings and how the conjunctions are used. Lis-
ten to the CD to drill in the patterns.

Step2 Do the Dictation and Drill sections at the end of each unit. When you finish the third-fourth unit,
take the Final Mastery Test. Check which exercises give you difficulty, and try them over again
until you are comfortable with them.

Step3 After you've completed Final Mastery Test 3, try the Practice Tests.
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